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PREFACE.

Without some pre-consideration, one's first impres-
gsion might be that autobliography 1s the highest and most
reliable type of all record of individual life. Serious
reflection, however, raises many doubte’'0f’*the soundness
of such conclusion; for the individual who writes of -
himself has many tamptations as well as opportunities to

“3_ vary from actualities,~not only as to his hidden motives

and faults which he may care to conceal or minimizej; but -
also as t0 his accomplishments,which he might be elther
tempted to exaggerate to gain undue approbation, or to ,
minimize and thus escape any possible charge of self-
adulation.

One of the unanswered queries coming down from the

wisdom of the past is,whether any one really knows him- '

gelf; and, on the other hand, Robert Burns has started
down the ages since his day, the unsatisfied yearning of
humanity,in what is perhaps the mos$ frequently quoted

..sentimﬁnt of English verse: : :

. "0 wad some Power the giftie gile us
To see oursels as ithers see us!"

It would.seem, therefore, that there 1s but one

. bvasis upon which the superior reliability of autoblogra-
" phy rests, and that is the probabllity that no other, so

well as the author, really knows the actual facts, the
motives, the aspirations and the forces that directed

' him. . ‘Personally, I have read but few autoblographies
7 with sincere relish or pleasure; or.without belng more or °
" less impressed with.the author's egotism and lack of dis-

interested fairness. One of the most Tremarkable excep— :-
tions to this.I now recall,is The Personal Memoirs of . - .-
General Grant, which is so entirely devoid of any attempt

at exaggeration and so crowded with meritorious activ-
ities and history-making accomplishments,~told with a
simplicity and directness of detail, that one really

" "might imagine the writer wae but a detached and uninter-

ested observer and not the great commander under whose

. .direction everything about which he writes took place.

N




I have been frequently requested by members of nmy
family to write something about my own life, but,up %o
this time, remembering it contains so little Wor%
being recorded, the very thought of attempting it has
been so distasteful I have given 1t no serious consid-

eration.

However, since writing of the lives of Father and
Mother and of brothers and sisters who have passed
away, during which many things of the past have come
before me in review, I have been somewhat tempted to
try. If I can do so in such manner as t¢ make my
faults and failures a warning to posterity, or my few
virtues and successes an encouragement, I may, after
it is finished, leave it to be read. Otherwise, 1%

. will be destroyed.

[
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CHAPTER I.
_ANOESTRY.

Assuming that the human race had a common origin -
either from Adam and Eve, as set forth in theﬁ%

from & protoplasm, as meny scientiste now believe - 1t
followse| that all those living have had an equally an-

.~ client if not honorable lineage.

No one can, with ressonable certainty, trace his

S lineage beyond a few hundred years, when it disappears

in the general confusion that obscures the beginning

l and much of the past of every human being.

Others, and by far the greater portion of the race,
cannot follow thelr lineage even that far; and I doubt
but little, that this greater number are much the hap-
pier because of this limitation, for they are thus

" spared the irksome,if not humiliating task of explain- f{

ing away or trimming bodily from their ancestral trees
the rotten branches it invariebly contains - much more .
happily forgotten than remembered.

Veneration for ancestry and affectionate concern

for posterity are common attributes of humanity, yet
" few indeed are supremely blest in both these respects.

Perhaps, therefore, most fortunate of all are they

'3'f~¢who can recall from the past or read 4n the future but

such distances as reveal their ancestry and posterity
worthy of pride and gratifying to hope.

1 am most fortunate in both of these respects, for

 while our ancestry may be accurately traced but for some

three hundred years, not a blemish is found in it, nor
is there a Bingle cloud that mars the clear sky of the
:f’u‘l'.l.u:e‘.I : ‘ .

Asjeach of my posterity - and it is for them this

simple tale is intended - has a copy of & small volume,
" the contents of which were prepared by my two oldest
. brothers and myself, and which containe facts about our

ible, or_i"

1.




. ancestry in the tributes it contains to the lives of
-. my fatheri and mother, I refer to it for such further
. knowledge as I have of our ancestry. _

I waks born February 4, 1852, near Delaware, Ohio.
There were many fortunate conditions and influences
surrounding and favoring me in early childhood,- a
remarkable father and mother and many good sisters and
- brothers., In fact, there were thirteen children of
.- us,- four boys and three girls. older, and one girl and
- . four boys younger. The further fact that I was born
- and reared to young manhood in the country and upon a =
- farm had a far-reaching effect on my future. '

It may, and doubtless ‘doee, often transpire that

children not sc blest in all these respects make very

- considerable successes in life, but thie is perhaps -

- ..less likely than that even a few who are, should igno- R
“‘“_miniously fail. .

All I know of my babyhood, of course, is mere
hearsay and is neither pleasing nor flattering to me;
- for my oldest sister, who was doubtless much burdened
. with my early care, often said I was the crossest and
- most difficult of all mother's children to take care
- of, and this was fully corroborated by mother herself. -

X To make a bad matter worse, it was also related
. that for a considerable time I was afflicted with a
..+ serles of gatherings near one ear, which enabled me, .
- during this period, to add much to the general discom-" . . ~

. . fiture I otherwlse caused the family. The scars 1eft
..o . by the lancing of these are still observable. : -

L I cannot, at this late day, successfully meet
“ 1. these implied charges of wantonly disturbing the peace .
i and quiet of the family, by pleading an alibi; although

. i+ 1 have not the slightest recollection of committing

-them, But I think T am entirely justified in urging,

ey My mother, evidently for the purpose of ameliorat-

.~ ing my chagrin by reason of these aspersions, told me .
.. that, while very cross and bad as a child, I was the
handsomest baby in the family and that my eyes were
especially beautiful. When she first gave me this

- .. "assurance, I was perhaps less than four, for I recall

17 1+8%il1ll wore short, baby dresses, and I vividly remem-

S ‘ber secretly going to a room by myself, olimbing upon

e

.

S oin avoidance, that, at the time, I was non compos mentie._:'ﬁ'f
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“a chalr and gazing longingly and very disappointingly inf:ﬂ;ﬁifff

 "a mirror, trying to observe some remaining traces of my

reputed former comliness -~ without success. The glass

reflected a somewhat small, square face, over-topped by
a thatch of black hair, which partially covered two very
large, protruding ears. The entire face, where not
. shaded by the 1little buckeye hat I wore, was s¢0 un-

" believably blotched -~ especlally the nose - by freckles,
large and small, as to make it almost repulsive to look
upon, or so it seemed to me then. The eyes were rather

. large and quite blue, the lide being fringed by long,

. dark lashes. The color and the thickness of my hair,
© greatly resembling father's in these respects, partially
consoled me; for to be in any way like this kind gentle,

‘7W ‘affeotionate father was most pleasing to contemplate.
.- The nose was rather a pudgy, nondescript affair, made

more prominent and offensive, if possible, by the myriads

" of freckles it bore.

_ The investigation was dissppointing in the extreme, .
and I went directly to monther with much suppressed con-

‘ cern, and asked her if freckles ever left a boy's face.
- She was a very wise as well as sympathetic monther, and
evidently sensing from my manner and inquiry the cause

of my distress, gently drew me to her, impressed a fers -

vent kiss upon my repulsive, freckled face and asaured

e ‘'me that they would gredually leave as I grew up.

L Ag a ohild I was exceedingly sensitive and timid - |
- more 80 perhaps than any of the famlly realized.

Curiously, nearly all of my early recollections record -

'5f!f wounds to my sensibility, or frighte.

When wearing hoops by women came in vogue, 1 was a

;... . small boy, still wearing dresses. One day mother had
~ . company, and she and her guests had been talking about
-+ hoop skirts. In a 1lull in the conversation, I stood e

- ‘on tiptoe and whispered in her ear, asking if she would . -

- not put them in my dress. The request evidently S

e appeared so ludicrous she burst into a hearty laugh and, v

i pefore thinking, told the others about it, and &ll jolne - .
" .. ed in the merriment -~ so much to my great humiliation .

that I could scarcely breathe because of a feeling of
suffocation it induced; and although mother, who evi- -

‘, dently noted how deeply I was wounded, did everything

possible to relieve my discomfiture, the incident re-

‘.f mains as one of the most distressing of my young life. -

= Perhaps two years later I sccompanied my aiaterf;{ ‘;
_Emma to ‘a dry-goods etore, where she went. to buy her- *

i\
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" terrified almost beyond expression, and regardless of

*  approach.

‘q"o/_

self goods for & dress. . She spent much time looking at
different materials, but seemed to have difficulty in
making a selectlon. Finally, the clerk waliting upon
her jokingly asked me what I thought would make her a
nice dress. I had previously been admiring some very
flashy, figured red stuff, which hung in sort of fes-
toons from & wire stretched above the counter, and in-
stantly pointed to that as my choice, when, to my con-
sternation, my sister and everybody in the store burst
into a peal of laughter which sent my heart thumping
with humiliation. Afterwards, they informed me that

‘my choice was what bandana handkerchiefs were made of.

The only incident of my firet day at school I re-
call was the humiliation caused me just after my arriv-

- al in the school ground. I had looked forward to going

as a great event in my life, and wore some new clothes
made by mother. For economical reasons, she alwaye made
ample allowance for the future growth of her children by
making their wearing apparel quite large at the start,

¥y new pants were so generously provided for in this re-
spect that they probably looked ludicrously full and
baggy. - One of the big boys of the neighborhood observ-
ing this, teasingly grasped me by one arm and the slack
in the seat of my brousers and tossed me high above his

"”_ head, exclaiming, "Say, Pants, where are you going with

that boy?" - This so distressed me that it drove all
the anticipated pleasure from this first day in school
and left me a miserable, disconsolate little boy.

I was naturally so very timid as to be afraid, not
only in the dark, but of all kinds of strange domestic
and other animals, especially strange dogs. One of the
most unhappy days of my childhood is marked by a visit
of brother Hilton and myself to my Uncle Thrap's home.
Our three oldest boy-cousins ranged from three to seven
years my senior, and brother Hilton, almost two. These
cousins had a very large, black dog, doubtless quite
kindly disposed, but every time he came near me I was

all assurances of his harmlessness, could not bear his

One of the last of our sports of the day wes run-

‘ﬁ,ning from the fence on one side of the big barnyard to

the one on the other. Being the youngest and slowest;.fjiifh;g
I was naturally the last acroes, ¥hile running, our: .. -
shouts had evidently attracted the dog, which leaped . -

. over the fence and, with great bounds, took after us. = "
- Being ?ehind, he ceme directly toward me, with mouth

ERE
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 wide oﬁen and yelping so frightfully I was absolutely -
terrified with horror, and my shrieks bBrought my cous- *

]

ins to my rescue at once. I was not entirely pacified" {%}I‘

until We had arrived at home perhaps an hour later.
Another ;somewhat ludicrous incident of my unwar—
ranted friWht,occurred when I slid off a rather tall
straw stacky and just as my feet reached the ground,
something, with an awful squawking and flapping of
wings, took hold of the seat of my pants, including the
skin beneath, and sent me almost flying toward ‘the

" house,~my speed being greatly accelerated by the beat-
ing my legs received from the pounding wings of the old

goose whose nest I had so unceremoniously disturbed.

One time mother sent me upon an errand 0 & neigh-
bor's, who lived a little more than a mile south of our
house and which necessitated my going a large portion
of the way through the dense woods. I got there a

little before dark, and by returning at once could have

reached home in early twilight; but I became so inter-
ested while playing with the nelghbor's son, who was
about my own age, that when I was ready to depart it
was really quite dark.

I never had been in the big woods at night by my-
self and the mere thought was appalling. I walted a
ghort time, hoping I might be invited to stay over
night, without success, and being too proud to confess

. my cowardly feelings, I finally started home.

I was barefooted and with the assistance of a
stick I carried had but little trouble keeping the
path, although 1t was frightfully dark in the timber.

‘Had any forvidding noise or a strange volce been heard,

1 think I should have almost perished of fright. How~
ever, nothing but the peaceful noises of the night and

" an occasional rustle of the leaves, made evidently by

some little night prowler, was heard, and the nearer I
approached home the braver I became, and when the bilg
barn loomed in faint outline before me, I felt older

and much more courageous and mature than before, and

from that time began to lose much of my former timid-
ity. Previously, I was afraid to climb tall trees or
jump from high beams in the old barn, but thereafter I

~ gradually became quite daring in these and other risky

undertakings.

It was also soon after this that I overcame some -

- of my superstitious dread of graves and cemeteries at-

nightr




Brother Hilton and I 1argely earned our spending
money by hunting and trapping muskrats and other fur-
bearing animals in the late fall, winter and early

~ spring. In the latter season, with a small shotgun

loaded with fine bird-shot, so as not to seriously in-
jure tHe pelts, one of us occasionally went to the
Delaware Run, a small stream not far from our home,
quite late in the evening, taking a position partially
concealing us but where we could see up and down the
stream and thus note any muskrat venturing out of its
hole. ' This they usually did about the time late twi-

"light was giving way to the darkness of night and when

only the spreading ripples over the still surface of .

I:];the water, made by the swimming animal advised us of
7 1te presence and where to shoot.

On this evening, having-gone up the streﬁm farther .
" than usual, I took a poslition upon a fence on the north

bank of the creek. For the night's vigil, I was re-

warded with one muskrat, which, by means of a long pole,

I brought to the bank and was about to start home when
1t oocurred to me that in the northeasterly corner of

the very field in which T stood, not more than 400 feet l
.distant, was a country neighborhood burying ground.

As I glanced up the slope of the hill to where it

was, I was qulte startled to dimly see a white object

gslowly moving back and forth, apparently among the

: graves, and my first impulse was %0 scurry homeward.

Encouraged, however, by my recent experience in golng
through the woods at night, I stood still, watching the

"-movements of this object and considering what I ought

do. _

. Toladd to my apprehension, about this time fthere
were some rather gruesome tales afloat of grave-robbing
in places not far distant, the suppositlion being that

~ the bodies thus stolen had been sold to the authorities
- of a medical college at columbus, Ohlo, for dissectlon.
And there immediately arose in my mind the possibility

that, in this infrequently visited 1little graveyard,

,'this had been done; and I conjured up a sstrong prob-

ability of an open grave and some of the habiliments of

- the dead strewn about or hanging upon bushes or limbs.

Somethinb prodded me to investigate, reasoning

that no poassible harm could befall me and that, if I
"did not, I would continue to be oppressed by my unfound-
-ed,'foolish fear. ~ On the other hand, my natural timid-




"

" 4ty and cowardiece urged me to rTun home and come back in

daylight, which would do just as wellp~all of which I AT
well knew was but a subterfuge to bolster up my cowardly @ .
inclinations. R

I have always been thankful I had sufficlent
gtrength of purpose to start toward the burying ground,
but to be truthful, I must confees, very weakly and with .~
much unwarranted trepidation° for it took all the forti- -
tude I could possibly muster %o put one foot before the
other as I went up the hill, and I feel perfectly sure
had the least, unexpected circumetance arisen, I would -

¢+ -

have 1ganiniously run for home.

Nothing of moment occurred as I went on, although
just as I entered the graveyard, a big rabbit, which
doubtless made this quiet spot its headquarters, jumped
out of some bushes in front of me, making a great rust-
ling among the leaves and frightened me almost beyond
expression, until I saw its friendly, bobbing, white
tail, which told me what«it was, as it faded in the dark-
ness ahead. L

™

No, I did not shoot at it, for I was in such a funk

I could not even have aimed in the general direction it

ran; but I stood there almost transfixed until my hair
resumed ite natural position, the goose flesh subsided
on my body and my legs became suffilciently steady to
allow me to go on. And then I tremblingly proceeded to

" the object I had seen, which proved to be but a largec<-

piece of white cloth hanging from a low limb, to whioch
the gentle, night breezes had given the omlnous movement
which had attracted my attention, How it came there I
do not know, but I mustered sufficient courage to go
about to see 1f there were any open graves among the
thirty or forty the 1little cemetery contained, and was
heartily glad, after ascertaining there were none, to be

. .able, with the approbation of my consclence and courage,

to start home.

I was not a precocious child. Several of my
brothers and sisters were unquestionably my superior in
memory and, perhaps, also in book studies, and I ques-'
tion whether there was one of them but excelled me in
some respect. The most that could be justly claimed

~is that I was perhape a good average and may have been

fonder of reading than some of them. In disposition

“}-, and temperament, 1 was cexrtainly the moat unfortunate ...
- of the family; fo; from my earliest ohildhood to the
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- present time I have been afflicted with periods‘of mel-
" ancholy and sullenness, which I have never been able to

forestall jor control, and during which I am not decent- -

ly fit to associate with others, nor do I take any
pleasure in doing so.

There is perhaps no environmen:t s0 healthful, in-
structive and interesting as the country. Our farm was

quite & large one, 200 acres in extent, and over this,

by myself or with brothers and sisters and other chil-
dren, I could wander in lelsure hours almost at will.
Indeed, in but a little less restricted manner, could we
do so in the fields and woods of all our neighbors. -

At my earliest recollection much more than half of
the entire country about us was in woods, very largely

in its primitive condition, where one could walk all

day hunting or in going in different directions under a
continuous canopy formed by the tops of great trees.

‘Like every country boy of ten, without realizing it I

knew much of natural history, forestry, botany, zoology :: -

and a smattering of astronomy and geologyy for I knew the "

names of nearly all animals, trees, flowers, shrubs,
bugs, worms and insects common to the country, and
could tell their respective names at sight, and also
knew largely what their hablits and uses were. I knew
also the kind of soils and stone that abounded in the

"neighborhood; and by noting the shadows of trees or even

my own, could make a falr reckoning of time, for I
could almost unerringly tell the points of -the compass
in the midst of the deepest woods by the excess of moss

and liqhen growing on the northerly and most shaded sidegA:

, :
I also knew much about preparing ground and the
time of planting, and how to care for and harvest crops;
how to Ifeed and care for animals; to ride, drive, har-

nese and hitch up horses, and to do all kinds of work on-

the farm. Indeed, as compared with boys of my own age, ..

living entirely in cities or towns, I was in all these

*  respechs much more sophisticated, and best of all, thus - .
. escaped the many temptations and avoided some of the bad - i

habits [to which the town boy is so much more exposed. ..

+n
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CHAPTER II.

Without further generalizations, T shall attempt
now to somewhat classify the differént phases of my
younger life under separate heads; although, before
doing this, I must ask all readers,not too harshly, to
judge the penchant of myself and brothers for hunting

5nd, incidentally, the killing of wild game, for this -

_practice had come down to us as naturally as did the -
lure of outdoor life. . S
Like all my brothers and most country boys, I

had a great fondness for hunting, fishing and trap-
ping. This doubtless came as an Inheritance from
several generations of frontier ancestors on father's
side, with whom, in the earlier days, 1t was perhaps
not so much a pastime or sport as a necesslty by
which they provided much of thelr sustenance and no
inconsiderable part of their winter clothing; and
also from the sport-loving, English forbears of
mother, who were fond of the chase and shooting as
practiced in England. ' '

The first shotgun possessed by our family, and 1
doubtless one of the earliest appearing in our nelgh-
borhood, was & small, English-made, single barrel
muzzle—loader, brought over from England by my grand-
father Pratt on returning from one of the different -
visits he made to that country, and presented to my
brother Robert, then a small boy, who was his first
grandson and namesake, It remained in the family
many years, being used in turn by each of my broth-
ers as they grew older, until long after I left the

There wae also & muzzle-loading rifle, fired by

. use of percussion caps instead of flintlocks, as

- were the earlier ones which this had succeeded and
~of which I have but a dim recollection.

At the end of the Civil War, the big bored, heavy *~

~ army rifles, used by the soldiers, became very plenti-
ful tthughout the North, as_returﬁingraoldiers were

|
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often permitted to take them home when“discharged.

They were, however, of little value, for the balls
they required when used as a8 rifle were so large and
heavy and so impossible to secure they were used only

- as shotguns. Even in this wise were they in 1little

favor, as they were so heavy to carry and required so
much powder and shot to be effective, and often kicked

S when fired that few used them.

We had one of these, and I have a vivid recollec—
tion of how narrowly 1 escaped being seriously injured,
if not killed, by being "kicked" by its rebound when I

~ fired i%, as I shall relate:

We had loaned it to 2 neighbor whoee poultry had
been raided by a coon. He was & Welshman, and doubt-
less had 1ittle knowledge of the use of firearms, and
knowing a coon to be rather a large animal, thought it
would reguire a big lcocad to kill it. He had no chance
at the coon, and as the boys in our nelghborhood were
going upon & blg squirrel hunt on July 4th, it became

- my misfortune to have to use this gun.

On my way to the woods, I went by this neighbor's -

-to get it. He told me he had not used 1t and that it

wag loaded with the charge intended for the coon. I
concluded to wait until I had entered the woods before

~ discharging it and re-loading.

I had gone but a short distance into the woods
when I spied a squirrel but a little distance away,
chattering and flouting his beautiful tail on the
trunk of a tree not far from the ground. A big
rotten log near by gave me a good rest for the gun,
which was entlirely too heavy for me to shoot .offhang,
so I stooped, put the gun over the log and took delib-

erate aim.

It ‘required the strength of two fingers to pull the
trigger, but it went off with the report of a cannon, and

1 found myself, when I became conscious, lying upon my :

back many feet from the log, badly stunned and with quite

& cut on the right side of my face, made by the hammer of

the gun as it rebounded over my shoulder and landed per-
haps twenty feet to the rear of where I lay. YWhen suf-
ficiently recovered to take an accounting, I found I was
not seriously hurt, although my shoulder was quite sore.

10. .



"into a bunch by the fingers and thoroughly rammed down

11.
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I painfully got up, went back for the gun and then,
hunter-like, went to the spot where the dead squirrel
should be. To my chagrin and surprise, however, there
was no trace of the squirrel, nor even the sign of a
shot scratch upon the tree where it stood when I fired,
showing that it had evidently escaped without injury,
except for the effect of the fright it must have re-
ceived from the loud report. I am inclined to the
opinion that our Welsh neighbor may have forgotten to
put any shot on the powder, rather than to take the
blame of missing my mark with a gun properly loaded.

Our hunting accoutermente were of the simplest and

" most primitive character, consisting of a cow's horn

for the powder; a drilling bag for: shot or ball and
our pockets for general use. The horn was carried
under the right arm, suspended by a string over the
left shoulder. The loading was accomplished by pour-
ing the charge of powder - guessing at the amount -
into the hand and then carefully emptying it into the

" nozzle of the gun. This was followed by either a

pasteboard wad, cut by a wad-cutter of proper size, or -
perhaps oftener by a bit of common newspaper crumbled

on the powder to crowd it into the priming tube, upon
which a cap was finally placed to be exploded by the
hammer. The shot was measured and put in as was the

. powder, although, unless it was desired they should
"~ widely scatter when fired, they were not rammed. The
caps came in small, flat, rounded paper boxes, holding

about fifty. The ramrod - usually made of hickory -
was shod on the ramming end, to protect it, by an iron
ferrule, slightly less in diameter than the bore of

the gun, and on the other, by a smaller one to which

could be easily attached a device with two small,
sharp-ended, iron. spirals by which loads might be ex-
tracted and the barrels cleaned. The ramrod, when not
in use, was carried in open ferrules attached to the

':7 under side of the gun barrel.

I?distinctly recall the first time I saw a double- . .

- barreled shotgun. It wae in the hands of a hunter

vhom I casually met while in the woods. I had heard -~ - . ..
two reports following so closely that I naturally be- . - 7
lieved they must have come from two guns. When I . 710
came near, however, I could see but one, and upon | R

~closer examination, I was astonished %o sec that the¢‘ff’

o
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hunter was loading whal seemed to me to be two guns in
one — an ingenious and most wonderful thing, which I
examined with greedy and covetous eyes and with the
interest and curiosity of an unsophisticated country

~ boy of eight.
As I walked away, the small, single-barrel shot-i;-

gun, which had been my companion on many occasions
when in the woods and by means of which I had often
carried home small bage of squirrel and pigeon, now

12,

0

lost much of its former glamour, and I wistfully won- = = .

_ dered if I should ever be the happy possessor of one - -

like that I had just seen.

Later, and when I was perhaps fourtten, I becamerf;lv. o

the actual and proud possessor of a small, light
rifle, whose bore was such as to snugly take a large
buckshot for a ball. These I could very readily and
cheaply acquire at any hardware store, and although
it required but 1little powder, it shot very acourate~
ly for a distance of fifty yards or more and I used

it for many years in hunting squirrels, with great
success.

I always carried it with a wrapper about the
upper end of the ramrod to keep the barrel clean by
swabbing it out after each shot, thus keeping it in
first-class condition. Its lightness permitted me
to hold it offhand and do falrly accurate shooting.

" With a rest, and when not excited, I sometimes made
quite remarkable shots.

On one occasion, while hunting, I spied a squirrel

‘sitting upon the 1limb of a very tall oak tree. The

distance was quite beyond what I considered a reliable
range for my gun. ‘Knowing, however, it would be im-

i possible to move nearer without frightening it, I rest- I

ed my gun upon the side of a nearby tree and tock delib- ';“yjﬁ

erate and careful aim, slightly raising the muzzle of

the gun to allow for the effect of gravity upon the ball -

during its passage, and to my astonishment, down came
the squirrel. But when it landed, I was even more

~astonished to see it jump perhaps eight feet high, and
~immediately upon reaching the ground, again repeat the

same antics. With difficulty, I finally secured and
dispatched it, and, upon minute examination I could dis-

. cover no wound or even an abrasion of its skin, but upon

1
1
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'unmindful of the way through which they got in,
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mach closer inspection, I discovered that the ball had
passed across the squirrel's forehead, slightly singe-
ing the hair and evidently causing a concussion which

~brought it to the ground and finally into my posses-

sion.

During my childhood and young manhood, there were
no laws or regulations governing or restricting hunting,
fishing or trapping - one's bag or .catch being limited
only by skill and inclinstion.  There was also a com-
monly regarded and observed custom which permitted a-
very free range over the fielde, through the woods and
along the streams in the neighborhood without any re-

- gard to ownership.

As-far back as my memory goes, bear and deer, which

+ had once been plentiful in central Ohio, had been driven

into the northwestern part of the state, to which local-

ity hunting parties, occasionally formed in our neigh-
“borhood, would go in the late fall, sometimes returning =

with venison.

Wild turkey were still found but were not plenti—-
ful. I could scarcely have been more than five when

e father, for the last time, constructed a turkey trap
. in a cornfield we owned, which bordered the woods and -
where wild turkey had occasionally visited in search of

food.. ' The trap was but a rail pen about five feet

-~ high, covered also by rails, upon three sides of which

bundles of corn fodder were stood, the cother side being
left open except for the ralls. "~ A ditch was dug under
the bottom rail of this side, which was next to the

woods, and in the bottom of this, and leading to a con-—

- slderable distance away, grains of corn were scattered

as balt, to entice them into the pen.

Once inside, turkeys were as securely trapped as

" if the passage by which they entered did not exist, for - = .°

when not eating they held thelr heads high, absolutely

There were, in my youthful days, edible game in !
considerable abundance, consisting of squirrel, rabbit,

B quail, ‘pigeon and a few phsasants, 0f fur-bearing

animals, there were coon, skunk, mink, muskrat, opossum -
and fox. . The only kind of these I did not hunt or trap

'i were foxes, alfthough on several occasions I ran upon one
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while hunting. Fach time, its presence was so entire- . -

- 1y unexpected that I did not even raise my gun, but

gazed almost breathlessly as its low, sinuous form,
with itls beautiful tail gracefully extended, ewiftly
and almost as noiselessly as a vanishing wraith faded
away into the depths of the forest.

While I have bagged mufiy kinds of edible, wild

- fowl, I was never other than a very indifferent. marks-

man on the wing, and for that reason, perhaps, was
much fader of squirrel hunting, which was chiefly done

‘with the rifle.

I510veﬁ t0 wander through the great woods, where
one could go in almost any direction for many miles
under a continuous canopy formed by the interlacing
branches of the tops of treesy through the diminutive
openings of which the rays of the sun came flltering
down, flecking the carpet of dead leaves beneath with
myriads of ever-changing splashes of sunshine, thus
lighting the otherwise somber shadows beneath.

The method I used required patlence, caution and
judgment but was not fatiguing and gave time for
thoughtful musing and interesting reveriles. After
entering the woods to a favorable polnt, I would sit

" quietly on a log or stump, gazing in every direction

and intently listening. The moment I heard the chat-
ter of a squirrel, or saw one on the ground, I ran
swiftly toward it, stoppling behind the trunk of a tree
reasonably near the one in which it had taken refuge.

 However much frightened it might be by the nolse 1
"made, its curioslty soon caused it t0 look about %o

discover the source of the disturbance, and thus ex-

pose itself as a falr target for my gun.

o If 1t escaped the first shot, 1t was usually safe,” v si
- for by the time the gun was re-loaded, 1t had found

refuge in a hole in some friendly tree, which might be
geveral hundred feet distant and which it could easlly

- - reach by springing from branch to branch of adjoining .7

trees without coming to the ground. Whether the shot

. . were successful or not, the report of the gun advised ’SIQQ’
... all wild 1ife in the vicinity of impending danger and - - -
- cauaed*it to remain ooncealed. o
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Thus from place to place would I go, using thé ..
: . same tactics and often carrying home a well-filled . .. ...
i . 7+ 7 bag, but more often, perhape, the result was negli-
S e gible.;

Since those early days, I have hunted brant,
- prairie chicken, quall, pheasants and sometimes
. squirrel in the timber bordering streams in the
prairies of Illinois and Kansas, in the early R R
.. eighties,- more than fifty years ago -~ and have made yﬁ,g‘ R
- several excursions into the Indian Territory, now the - .- .-
state of Oklahoma, where we found bear, deer, ante- ‘
lope, turkey and a variety of small game in great AP
abundance; yet my boyhood experiences with that orude, . =
old rifle, in those dear and well remembered woods  : . -
(now, alas, disseminated and &lmost destroyed by the . -
hands of greedy mill-owners and speculators) remain
_the source of the sweetest and most hlighly cherished |
memories of all my paet experiences as & hunter.»,

l
o ~ . - - . " - A o e T e . PR .
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 CHAPTER TII.. - o _
FISHING. o B

- 'My earliest experience in fishing was with & lim— .0 o0
- per willow sprout for pole, a black thread for line, a . . . . " |
- bpent pin as hook, and a fish-worm for bait. The 1little .. - .7«
" creek, skirting our garden on the east and but a few LT

" "rods from home, was the place. In ite diminutive bed,
- the current when in freshet had dug out here and there

rlsf;;small pools several feet deep, where minnowe sported in
7. its sunlit waters,~- darting under the friendly, over-

"—hanging grass and bushes bordering its edges, at the

.:Q;apprpach‘of disturbing footsteps,

Into one of these, I would cast my baited hook,

“and as it slowly sank, if I noiselessly drew it here

and there, I was often rewarded by that inexpressibly °

_;ifdelightful sensation, known to devotees of rod and SRS
- reel, coming up through hook, line and pole to my hand, =~ ... =
~-a8 a bite, which set my heart pounding and my expecta—- ' ‘.. i’

if;; tions soaring. If I retained my self-control and
. pulled just enough to keep the line taut and not so

. swiftly as to pull the bait and hook from its mouth, 7oL

was rewarded by feeling the pole guiver and bend as I-

" brought my quaTry to the surface and landed it upon

- . the sloping, grassy bank, where its radiant sides e
~. - -glistened as it flopped about in the warm, spring sun— .~ "=

“~ . fluents,

Theée small fry were, locally, called pumpkin;seed‘;“'

. and ohub,- the former, doubtless, because of its resem— ~ . =

“y.blance to ite namesake, and the latter becasuse of its LT

-+ rounded, chubby appearance - although it is poesible - -+
~..this may have been 1ts generic name. o -

From this humble start, as our years and prowess ;@~'

. grew, my brothers.and I went to larger streams,- first . -
.77 to the Delaware Run, into which this lesser creek and - . - -
.- many others flowed. Here fish were larger and of Y
- greater variety, among them being pike and catfish. = = |

Still later, to the Scioto River, which with ite con- .

3

drained a large portion.of,the oentra1 part.‘,:hi_

. N P R i . [ B A
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~of Ohio; and ,while not navigable, carried much water
"when in flood.and a goodly amount in the driest sea—

sSons. In it, we found bass and nearly every kind of

fish, indigenous to the large streams of the Miasissippid
-valley.

- In the Scioto River, we used boughten lines and -

- hooks, although our poles, floate and sinkers were P
~always of our own make. It was some three miles dis~

~tant from our home, and it was seldom we went there -
oftener than three times a yeary- the firet time, in
“the early spring when we drove our sheep there to be
.washed. ' This required, usually & half day and was
"in itself somewhat of a frolic. Our flock numbered,
usually, about 100, and it required more than an hour
to drive it to the Tiver. Father usually went on

" ahead with a wagon-load of rails with which to build
~~.& pen, leaving us to leisurely drive the sheep.

He would select a.low beach bordering upon & quiet,

deep pool, where he built a pen with an opening to the “?j'

water, 1eaving a gap opposite through which to drive

'-ff-the sheep and then be closed.

Each sheep was caught by a washer and carried into - =

: +the river to a depth where it would float and could

_- then be easily held and turned about or over at the

. washer's pleasure, until all the accumulated dirt in

- graze about until the remainder were washed. Thus wasf._

'“;: its wool was eradicated. When washed, 1t was helped

~ to the bank on the cutside of the pen and permitted to

- the flock cleansed in preparation for shearing a couple

- of weeks: later

When the washing was completed, and after eating a

delicious pienie lunch prepared by mother, father drove
the sheep home, permitting us to spend the balance of
the day fishing.

I am reminded here of a somewhat 1udicrous vet
strlking incident which occurred upon one of these
sheep-washing excursions to the Sclioto River, and which

I think perhaps may be interesting to some of my young- -

er grandsons; and yet, as I look back upon it from
maturer years, it seems ludicrous only. :

That it may be better understood from our stand-

';  point as boys of nine and seven, I ought perhaps say . ..

17.
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- ments,~the outer ends of

that we were, as always in the summer time, bare-
footed, and dressed in a two-piece, tow sult, with
pants rolled up to our knees, ready for walking on
land or wading in the water when near rivers, streams
or ponds, for our habits were then really semi- :
amphibious. '

Each wore a small, buckeye hat - ‘the kind in-

variably :worn by male, country folk in Ohio at the L
time, perhaps because they were light and airy, but e

more particularly, I think, by reason of their cheap-

L ness, the price ranging from but ten to fifteen cents -—. .
- each decorated with a small, Dblack band. B

Thus .clothed, each carried in his hands a long,

~hickory pole, entirely out of proportion to our

strength and requirements, %o which, at 1ts emaller

_ end, was attached a line, with a hook sinker and cork

float; and between us, carrying it turn about, was a

we almost invariebly added a generous sprinkling of aga~
fetida, which was supposed by us to add a flavor very . . ..

~+ much preferred by hungry fish, :

18, .

.. can of balt consisting of fish and grub-worms, to which R

After father had left for home with the sheep, we T

. "leisurely walked down the eastern bank of the river,

stopping at such places as we thought auspicious, where SRR

' near the bank the water was quite deep, having been

gscoured out by the swift current over a rocky bottom -
just above and near it, and which formed countless
bubbles that eddied about until they came to rest on .

.. the surface of the quiet, deep water near the bank,

creating a complete covering which we called sospsuds

nxff, and which entirely shielded ite depth from our gaze
.. and beneath which fish were supposed to take refuge.

T have no'recolleotion as to our catch, but we

"~ finally reached the long, covered bridge that spanned

- the river where the Marysville road crossed it. The

= eastern abutment of the bridge reached perhaps twenty
.7 feet above the river, which made necessary a long, .
.7 . high £ill to provide an approach for vehicles 1n enter-
- 4ing the bridge. We carefully climbed down the steep

embankment to near the water's edge under the bridge

‘;i and just below a large plle of driftwood which had
" lodged against the upper corner of one of its abut- S
the logs composing it extend- = - -




ing quite a distance into the water,

It was a beautiful, balmy afternoon and the warm

- sunshine made the lee of this large drift-pile a most

inviting place for two tired boys to sit and fish.

;:,As we silently watched our bobbing corks carried here

and there by the eddying water, coming from under the

" drift we soon noticed here and there a small turtle _
crawl slowly out of the.water and teke a position on - -

- top of a log to bask in the sunshine. After a while,
"we also noticed another object protruding its long '

N

head and neck out of the drift-pile, which we at Tirst -

" . coiled itself into many folds, with its big head in

_ the center, quite in reach of the ends of our fish-
- poles,

- Now, while the bite of a black-snake is not ven-

" omoug, its body is hideously black and ugly and often
» grows to enormous eize,- frequently, & length of seven . . . - e
- Teet - and, therefore, to our young minds it represent- | . ...
-ed a coiling monster to be destroyed if possible. B

7~ thought was but another turtlej but,as more of it pro--. .-

< truded, we recognized it to be a huge black-sneke, Lt
- coming out evidently to share the warm sunghine with .~ -~ 077
~ the turtles. As 1ts form lengthened, it gradually '

Its proximity and size perhaps excited-our imagination,rggfa”'ﬁ

- and we looked upon it with almost bresthless wonder.
- Finally, without indicating his purpose and doubtless = - -+
impelled by an impulse I did not understand, my brother RS

. drew his'pole back over his head and brought it down

.. _-he vigorously drew it back to strike again, to our
borror and amazement, the coiled reptile sprang into

with all his might over the colled snake, and then, asg-

f

the air after the pole until it hung menacingly over

-~=},1 our heads, then came fumbling down upon us.

As I have previouély said, the bank leading from

'iV'the road above to the water was very steep, and yet our

e flying feet could scarcely have traversed the distance

-~ more rapidly had it been perfectly level, for we almost

L flew up it in our retreat. However, when we reached

. not following as we had thought possible, but perhaps

-7 as frightened and astonished, and, doubtless, much more ... : .
© . painfully, crawling as rapidly as we had gone up, down
- into the‘water“under the driftwood from whence it came,

P

B S

+ " the top I glanced backward snd saw the wriggling anake;. fL  *T
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After reaching the road, the mystery of the affair

‘was solved when we discovered that the hook on my

. brother's line was broken, showing that, in striking

- the snake, it had incidentally punctured its skin, and

when he pulled &% back to strike again he threw it high

over our heads, from whence it came down over us 80
menacingly.

, The next Opportunity for a day's fishing at the
river was usually afiter corn was laid by and before
harvest began; and the third time, between Beeding and "
corn husking in the fall.- ) - : S

! ."-".’::’\‘ .-
-
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CHAPTER 1IV.
COON HUNTING.

Perhaps the most exciting and best remembered of
my younger-day sporte was coon hunting. This is one

- of the largest and in many ways the most resourceful

" of all the animals we hunted while on the farm. Its
—-- . activities and depredations were always carried on at
-~ night, Therefore, the hunting was nocturnal, also.

It is an omnivorous and most rapacious feeder, -

" and, in its guest for variety, offten visited the
. farmers' poultry, and in the late summer and early

fall, lived chiefly upon the green corn in fields
-~ bordering the woods, In these 1t wae especially de-

structive, for while one ear might easily suffice for
an adequate meal, its habit was to rear up on a stock
until its welght broke it down and then, taking a few

.bites from an ear, would go to another stock, treating

it in like manner, and in one evening might do as much
damage as would a sheep and almost as much as a year-
ling calf. Therefore, it can be easily understood
that coon were regarded as the worst of the marauding

animals with which farmers had to contend and theii"de—‘

- struction accordingly enoou;aged.

Not only because of the foregoing facts, but also
by reason of the value of its pelt, was it hunted, for
it was seldom a portion or all of our winter caps were
not made of its fur.

In the fall when corn was ripenling was perhaps

" the height of the hunting season, and as nearly every

family in our neighborheod kept one or more dogs -
almost invariably of the mongrel variety,-~ there was
here and there among them an exceptidnal, fine coon
dog.

: We had two of such during my time on the farm, one
of them dying of old age about the time I was large
enough to enjoy the sport, and the other, which may

.have received his early training from the oldex one,

was still in his hunting prime when 1 left the farm.a :
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, Hence there was no trouble, upon any auspicious Tl T e
cccasion, to get boys and dogs of the neighborhood to- - - 7 -°
gether for a night's hunting. Dark nights were most
pr0pitious a8 coon secemed more venturesome then than .:
~in moonlight. _ LT e

There was also another condition common %o the
~fall of the year at that time in Ohio, which added
',much to the cheerfulness and pleasure of these occa-
-sions: From my earliest recollection until a shori
i L ~time previocus to my leaving the farm, during the fall
N.Ailﬁga:;_ ~of each year, between harvest and seed-time, many: |
S farmers were engaged in burning over their clearings,-
& clearing beilng a small arsa, usually from two to
five acres, which from the time settlement began in’
~that wooded country each farmer endeavored annually to
~add to his cultivated area by cutting and burning all
...~ the trees, stumps and logs remaining after the lumber - :
"“g rall and good fire-wood had been taken off. The re- - =~
"maining trees were killed by girdling in the early = .. - -
spring, ‘and in the fall were felled and.cut into con- - ¢ =
venient lengths, hauled together and piled into great . - . -
_heaps here and there and burned, it often requiring e
many days before they were consumed. 7 ﬂ;ﬁfﬁff- B

During this seaaon, in almost every direction one. i
loo&ed ‘might be seen the circling smoke by day and R
- wlowinv fires by night of these great pyres of remnant =~ 7 .,
- derelicts of the original forest. It was during the - . ..
latter part of dog days and so-called Indian summer
“these conflagrations generally took place, when the
S _ " weather was especially dry and warm by day and propl- -
4= . - .. tious for the work. Indeed, this season never seemed
s L ; natural to me in any other locali ty in which I later
resided, because it lacked these pillars of smoke by
day and fire by night, and alsoc that deeper, murky- .
colored; hazy atmosphere through which the hot rays of .
“the autumnal sun penetrated with difficulty if at all.
--The nights, however, were perceptibly cooler, presag-*
: ing the frosts to come. ST

: ' The sons of several of our neighbors, who as
- keenly relished the sport and were as resourceful as
- ourselves, often joined us in these hunts;~ gathering
usually at our home, as a starting point, about the
~tine darkness was driving from the western sky the
" last, remaining colors left by the departing sun.
Each of these occasions was a frolic, a feast and a-
hunt combined and each boy 8 pockets were supposed




when seasoned with the drippings from bacon, were

3.

- to contain material for the nocturnal repast, while
~among all at least one gun, several axes and several

dogs were usually found.

There were woods in every direction, and on the

‘edge of many of these were seen the fires of these

burning heaps, and after deciding upon one as the ren-

-dezvous for the night's adventures, away we would go,

chattering like magpies, happy and jubilant over our
anticipated success.

Upon reaching the clearing, we carefully selected .
from the numerous burning heaps the one having the most
favorable exposure to windward, because of its freedom
from smoke and, therefore, best suited to cook such

- provender as our jolint pockets might disoclose and such

as we might later discover in neighboring fields. And
then we unloaded, and started the coon dog out to hunt.

Indeed, so thoroughly did this dog understand and

" _enjoy his part in the night's adventure, it was diffi-

cult to restrain him until we had decided upon our lo- -
cation.

Then we began our preparations for all eventual-
ities of the night. Two were appointed to bring in .-
fresh corn from accessible fields, and to this our en- :
voys sometimes added melons and sweet potatoes. I
was never quite clear whether it was ethical for us to
help ourselves so unceremoniously, although I believe
we salved our consclences with the argument that, as
we contributed our skill and labor(?) in ridding the o
farmers of their most destructive marauder, we were en- . -
titled to their involuntary contribution to our suste- -
nance while doing it. In any event, so far as I re- o
call, no permission was previously solicited nor apol-
ogiea thereafter tendered.

The corn was cooked in two ways,- first, by

. roasting it over the coals at the end of a long stick

held in the hande and, second, by burying it, with

-husks on, in the hot ashes. The latter was the way

we also cooked potatoes and eggs, but before deposit-
ing an egg in the ashes, a small hole was always made

T_  in the end to permit the escape of any air; otherwise, -

it would . explode while cooking. The corn and potatoes,'“
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"deliciously appetizing. Of course we had bread, often

cookies and doughmuts and occasionally pie, and nearly
alwaye plenty of apples. ‘

Whiie we were preparing and eating these tasty

' viands, our faithful dog was scouring the adjacent woods

and fields for coon. He might be followed for a short
distance by other dogs of less experience, but they soon
returned to a comfortable place before the fire, where
they were favored with scraps from our feast.

But'not so the coon-wise dog, for he was not only.

1 patient but persevering and almost tireless, Did he

return from one direction without success, he would, at
our bidding, go in another, and it was seldom he did not
pick up F trail and eventually tree a coon.

The firset intimation we had of his successful quest
was a short, staccato yelp, which apprised us as surely
as any words could convey that he had found a fresh
trail., ' This was repeated at short intervals as he fol-
lowed the scent, while a long silence informed us he had
temporarily lost it and was running here and there in
circles, examining fences and the banks of pools and
streams %o recover it, for the skilled coon dog was wise

to the many tricks his wily adversary had in putting him -

off the trail.

It often required much patience and labor to dis-
cover the particular deception the coon had resorted to
in order %o deceive his pursuers. For instance, coming
to a pond or stream, it might jump in, walk up, down or
around and then silently wait until the dog had passed
in 4rying to discover where it had come out, when it
would stealthily travel back along the very trall it had
made in coming, thus getting a long start upon the weary
dog before he could circle about and discover the double
trail. By reason of this, would the persevering dog
often have to travel much farther than the coon.

Kndwing the topogrdbhy of the neighborhood, we
were quite certainly informed of the difficulties the
dog had encountered in the chase by the directions and

‘apparant distances from which his occasional barks came.

Often an hour or more would elapse after he discovered:

':f 7the trail until his fierce, continuous barking indicated ;

L
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‘the coon had been treed, and, many times, this was a nalf
or more from the point where the trail was first discov-

- ered. -

25,

mile

The fact that the coon was treed by no means ansuredj 

-us it would become our prey. It was, however, the sig-
nal which started us pell-mell from our comfortable

" places about the big fire, with our axes and gun, over’

fences, through fields and woods, stumbling over logs andf.

e other obstacles, to the spot.

If it were in a small tree, as was often the case

* ‘when the coon was hotly pressed by the dog, our chances

were good, as the tree might be climbed and the coon
shaken off- or, if the tree had little value, 1%t could
“be cut down. Sometimes, also, by the aid of the light
~-from a hickory-bark torch, its position in the tree might

~ be disclosed and the gun used; but were its refuge in one

of those great monarchs which grew here and there in the
origlnal forest and had withstood the storms and fires,

and also esocaped the woodman's axe, for centuries, he was

trees contained hollowe in their decadent trunks or -

- reasonably safe; for nearly every one of these grand, old

branches which gave sure refuge to all kinds of wild life : f

that fled to them for safety.n
- However closely pressed the coon might be, it never

running out of the fallen top, to which the dogs and our-—
selves would immediately rush, after it had fallen, (we

~always held the dogs to prevent them from running under

the falling %ree before it reached the ground), the coon
would sneak back along the trunk, going by the stump, and
before this ruse was discovered, might be lodged in
another tree some distance away.

One' evening we cut down two trees before we became
wise to the manner of the coon's escape: But when we

lost ite cunning. If the tree were cut down, instead of

cut the third one, two of us remained at the stump while .

the remainder ran to the top, and sure enough, the tree
had scarcely fallen until the coon was caught by the
watchers at the stump as it sneaked along the trunk.

Perhaps shaking them off was the most exciting end-
ing of a night's quest. Often I climbed these smaller
trees, uslng a leaning fence-rail to reach the lower
limbs. |Then I would go from 1limh to 1limb, carefully
scanningl

each, for its thick, autumnal foliage afforded»;'”



fair concealment for a c¢oon in many places and none
mist be overlooked on the way upwaxrd. It was usually
located near the top and upon the outer end of some
limb too small to bear the weight even of a boy of
twelve.  While it was thus secure from reach by club,

its position made the task of shaking i1t off much easi-

er, and then, unless it could catch on some friendly,
lower branch, it was soon doomed to the merciless dogs
awaiting it below.

On one such occasion, I shoock the coon off sev-

- eral times, but it managed to catch and take refuge in
- . another part of this many-limbed and thickly-follaged

tree, which stood in a meadow bordering the woods. It

was finally decided between the two brothers and myself,
who were together, that I should remain on guard at the

tree while they went home,- brother Hilton to return
with blankets and remain with me until morning, when

- brother Harvey would come with the rifle.

It was quite a dark night and I spent rather a
lonesome hour waiting. Even the dog had deserted me,
having followed my brothers. So I sat with my back
against the tree, thinking my presence there would be
sufficient to prevent the coon from coming down.

The silence that followed the departure of my
brothers possibly led the animal to believe its ene-

mies were all gone, for, perhaps twenty minmutes later,-

I heard a noise in the tree, indicating it was chang-
ing positilon. I was not prepared, however, for what

followed, for, while the noise at first apparently re-
sulted from a slow, cautious movement, I soon realized ..

that the coon was stealthily and rapidly descending
the tree, evidently with the intention of foroing its
way in splte of my presence.

1 jumped to my feet, yelling as loud as I could
and at the same time running about the tree, while

the coon, about ten feet from the ground, was circling .

the trunk as rapidly as myself, seeking a chance to

pass, Thus we went, circling first one way and then
the other. Having no weapon -~ not even a club - and
no time to get one, I bethought me of my coat, and ‘

vulling it off as I revolved around the tree and yell-

ed, I slapped it about the trunk as high ae I could
| S e L
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. reach, which seemed to frighten it even more than my '
~noise, for it soon retreated up the tree, giving me
. an opportunity to gather some clods and small sticks, - - - . .
. ‘which I threw at it, causing it to take refuge higher . -~ .. =

up. - But until brother Hilton returned, I walked

-~ slowly about the tree, occasionally pau31ng to listen
for any signs of movements in the branches overhead.

At last my brother came with blankets, followed
by the dog. = By this time, it was past midnight; so = = - .
each wrapped up in a blanket and lay with our -heads = -
to the tree - he on one side and T on the other.’

- 1 _,Being young and fatigued, we soon fell asleep.

How long we slept, I do not know, but I was pain~
fully awakened by what I at first thought was a hideous

“nightmare about fighting animals attacking me, which

was not an uncommon illusion among the young, caused
by fatigue and over-eating. This, however, proved .to

- be a startling reality, for it was a deadly combat be- -

“" tween the dog and coon, who were at grips; struggling
- back and forth over and near my feet. My brother and . .
_-. I, soon thoroughly aroused, joined forces with the dog, . .
~ and thus the brave coon, which had dared to come down:. . - .

the tree between our very heads and would doubtless
have escaped but for the efforts of the watchful dog,

5v'finally succumbed to our united efforts. And about
- three o'clock in the morning, brother Hilton and I,:

each. grasping a leg of the heavy coon, followeq by our':

falthful dog, wended our’ sleepy way homeward.
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CHAPTER V.
A LONESOME COON DOG.

Occdsionally, among the early settlers in the
wooded parts of central Ohio, was found a dog who

Jhunted by himself and apparently for the love and

sport of it. A neighbor, living a half-mile dis~
tant, had one of such. This neighbor had no sons
and never hunted himself and apparently took no in-
tereset or pride in the activities and skill of his
dog. It wae of nondescript breed, yellow in color
and of medium size, and how he became so skilled in
hunting, has alwayse been a mystery, for he received
no encouragement or approbation from any one.

It may be that in his nightly vigils about his
master's premises he had occasion %o drive away coon
which were attacking the family poultry and followed
them to the surrounding woods. In any event, he
became almost nightly interested in the sport, and
after treeing his coon, would remain at the foot of -
the tree the rest of the night and until about ten’
the following morning, when he would go home.

If a stranger came toward him, he would uncere-~
moniously desert his post, He had no especial lo-
cality in which he carried on his nocturnal hunting;
for sometimes his telltale bark came from one and
then another of the points of the compags surround-
ing his master's home. He might be so distant from
our house that his bark could scarcely be heard, but
occasionally it was quite near, and in such event we
sometimes went out to look the situation over. As
soon as we approached, the dog always started for
home, leaving us to take such toll of his skill as
we could.

One morning in late fall, his bark indicated his
quarry had taken refuge in an exceedingly tall walnut
tree that stood in a meadow not far from the woods and
near a small creek, So brother Hilton, a cousin named



Norman Sunderland, who wae visiting with us, and my-
self, took our old muzzle-loading rifle, with some
powder and a few balls, and started a little after
daylight to investigate.

We looked about for some time, through the top
of the great tree, before discovering the coon, which
lay almost completely hidden in the croich of two
limbs,- so sheltered by the foliage of the tree zs to
leave but one ear and a part of its upper head expos-
ed. It must have been more than 150 feet from the
ground, and the only two points from which it could
be seen required a shot of more than 200 feet. None
of us was especially good with a rifle, brother Hil-
ton and myself being less than fourteen, and cousin.
Norman, who was perhaps seventeen, had lived always

on the prairies of Illinois and was used only to shot-

guns.

We took turn about firing until our bullets were
. gone -~ it being our misfortune to have the ramrod
stick in the gun when we rammed down the last ball;

+, 80 we shot that away also, without effect. Then we

went sorrowfully home, empty handed.

Father at this time was perhaps past sixty, and
- with one exception, I had never seen him fire a gun,
although I had heard c¢lder brothers and others speak
of his remarkable shooting with a rifle in his young-
er days. The one time I refer to was during the
Civil War, when the Confederate General Morgan was

- making raids in the southern part of Ohio, and for
self-protection, loyal men were getting together to

- practice shooting, thus preparing to better defend
their homes in case of attack. All T recall of this
was that father shot better than any of the others.

After we had related our resultless experience,
a whimsical smile came over father's face, but he said

nothing. He looked over the ramrodless gun, and then, .-

taking an old one, which was an extra, he wrapped some
candle wicking about its end, which he dampened, and
then thoroughly cleansed the rifle barrel, afterwards
carefully loading it, and we all went back to the
scene of . our former discomfiture.

Father walked entirely about the tree to decide
from what point to shoot, finally seleoting a place -

29-



"-;‘opposite that from where we had fired, because the sun
- shown on the small portion of the coon's head that was
" . exposed, although the distance was perhaps fifty feet

greater. He stuck a piece of fence raill in the soft,

- moist ground, then stooping behind and using it as a

rest, he deliberately aimed and fired.

To our amazement, the coon, which while lying

- upon the limb looked less in size than a small kitten,
. bounced off and came tumbling down, with a bullet in
-the small part of its head which had been visible.

He proved to be an enormous fellow.

Father, without saying a word,-with the gun over'{.r.
his shoulder started home, followed by the three of us :

in turn carrying the coon. Our chagrin at our fail- ““J:f.k

ure was partially compensated by the filial pride we

- took in father's skill, Later, I became a very good = .
shot with the rifle, which I attributed almost wholly -~ = =

0 the lesson his meticulous care and coolnees that

o day taught me.,‘;
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_ , CHAPTER VI.
Y ;
| WAS IT OR WAS IT NOT SUCCESSFUL?

Before closing this recital of my boyhood sports,

e

I ought perhaps relate one of the most vividly and dis-

agreeably remembered experiences of my hunting days,
although in some of its results it was overwhelmingly

'successful

In an odoriferous way, it has perhaps seldom been

equaled. To have enjoyed it, for that reason alone,

one's sense of smell muet have been lost altogether or
be s¢o entirely incongruous with the preference of hu-
manity in general as to remain in a class Dy itself.

In the warmer days of late February, when the

winter snows were melting and the milder air and swell-

ing buds connoted the approach of spring, nearly all
kinds of wild life wventured from winter quarters and
went forth in search of food. Then it was that
brother Hilton and myself liked to go into the big
woods, for it was always an auspicious time for hunt-
ing, as the moist, soft snow toock faithful imprints of
the feet of every living thing moving over its surface.
Then we could readily and unmmistakably follow the
trails of all fur-bearing animals to their lalrs and
sometimes add their pelts, which at this season of the
year had 'reached thelr highest perfection and value,
to our previous accumulation.

We knew, as every farm boy does, the tracks of
all animals common to the country as well as we did
their color and bodily appearance; and it was a most

interesting and wonderful sight to note the myriads of

tracks of all kinds that marred the surface of the
beautiful, white carpet of snow during a few days of
warm weather. We were sufficiently experienced to
guess very approximately the time which had elapsed
since each track was made - some being fresh, others.

one or several days old.

On one of such excursions, quite late in the after-
noon, we:came upon skunk tracks made, we knew, the night
previous all goling in the same direction, evidently
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following a leader, and makihg a well defined path in
the snow, in which the individual footprints had been.

.. s0 blended a8 to make it impossible to estimate their

number.

We followed ag the path went hither and yon, about
trees, stumps and logs, occaslonally apparently stopping

at some place whose appearance indicated it might offer

refuge; then going on again, about brush-heaps and under
fences, for quite a long distance, until the tracks
terminated in the hollow end of a large log in our own

"..woods about a half-mile from home.

By means of a long pole, we located the whereéboutéff'“
of the animals in the log, and putting a chunk of wood -

- in the hole to prevent their escaping, with the axe we

carried we proceeded to cut into the log near the spot.

- We took turns cutting and watching. We had with us our .
‘-, single-barrel, muzzle-loading shotgun and a dog,- &
yvoungster, entirely inexperienced in hunting. '

I happened to be using the axe when the hollow ini?;f?~7

- the log was Teached, and there, within a foot of the

opening, appeared the head of one of the skunks, and

. whether pressed by its fellows behind or upon its own
© yolition, I did not know, yet, regardless of my pres-— .
Cence, it unceremoniously started to come out - when I, .

guided by past experiences, at once put a'safe distance
between it and myself. ' .

Here I digress to explain that persons who are not
familiar with the appearance, habits and means of self-

':_ defense of this remarkable animal can scarcely imagine S

with what sang-froid and assurarnce it meets its enemles
in the open. Neither its eyes, face nor action evince ~
anger or surprise at anything, but rather, indicate a
guileless incredulity, that any person or thing, can be -
so imprudent as to interfere with one, so peculiarly

able to care for itself. Neither did I ever see one

try to escape by the rapidity of its flight. There-

fore, I 'assume its appearance, deliberation and indif- ! a

‘ference 'are intended, by nature, to lure its victims

within such proximity as will enable it to assuredly

- overwhelm them. Be this as it may, it frequently works

out that way.

The first one, we dispatched with the gun.  Its

" report and the barking of the dog evidently hastened the
- remainder out, because, within perhaps legs than a minute

i
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twelve more had emerged from their crowded quarters and .
- were spreading in every direction - very dellberately, = - . -
_ +  however, .and with tails held high aloft like plumes,- -~ = " -
~~ .+ not through pride, I can assure you, but as a sign of | ~ -
ST instant readiness for action -~ a faot we had abundant
proof of very soon.
With no time to be lost, for the 'shades of night ‘ N
were gathering about the scene, and with twelve beauti- -
ful pelts being coolly borne away upon the backs of an -~ =
equal number of ungrateful skunks, and our gun useless, . .
we became frantic and desperate. o

We first urged the dog to the combat, but before
SR he reached his intended victim, it laid such a perfect
. barrage of liquid odor between itself and the dog and
into the latter's face, eyes, mouth and over his body

as to send him yelpingly away, with the smarting and

awful nausea it caused. He plunged and rolled in the - =«

wet snow, scooping up great mouthfuls only to choking-
ly expel ‘it again and then take in more,- all the while
velping in great distress.

(* : - I witnessed all this with wonder, surprise and
-~ .. .. [ almost admiration, for the skunk's marksmanship was
unbelievably accurate; although it took no apparent
aim and shot from the rear, the discharge was always
80 timely and the effeet so appalling, I could not help
FR & -8 And yet, I recognized in it all the probability
- of losing those pelts.

T Brother Hilton, doubtless moved by the same im-
. pulse and cupidity, acted instantly with me - each
- grasping a convenlent club, and together we attacked -
~ - perhaps too boldly - and bent to the task of extermin-
- ation, and the saving of those pelts.

et It was an awful half-hour - perhaps the worst I
- have ever experienced - that followed, of which I now
have no clear, remaining recollection of particulars.
~ - Think of it, and make your own deductions, giving '
" blame and credit as you will! Two small boys, one
. dog (the latter soon joined us with much assistance
-, and vigor, partially, I suppose, because hie nausea
- . had somewhat abated, but more, perhaps, for revenge),
- and twelve healthy, one-hundred—per—cent—perfect in—
>the-art—of—self-defense skunks,

o At the end, there were thirteen dead skunks scat- : o
.\tered hexre and there over the wet _BnOW, two exhausted, S
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bedraggled boys, whose clothes were saturated and
smelling to the heavens with the virus of their
slaughtered victime, their shoes full of water from
~the slushy snow, and one of the most disreputable

- appearing dogs one can imagine, Looking upon the
scene, one might well question whlch side deserved

- the most commiseration.

. It Was now almost dark, and we gathered our vic-
- tims into a pile - the whole weighing perhaps fifty
pounds ~'and then tied each to a light, strong pole,
when one with the axe, the other the gun, each bear-
ing an end of the pole, we proceeded laboriously and
very wearily homeward.

The gentle breeze blowing from the south toward
our home bore umistakable evidence of our approach

long before we were within hearing or sight. Mother;'  L

ever solicitous for the welfare of her chlldren was

doubly concerned when we were out late huniing; and,

as darkness came on, sent some one out occasionally

to learn if we were coming. One of her emissaries

finally reported we were, but explained, when ques-

tioned, that she had neither seen nor heard us, but
had unmistakably smelled us.

This peculiar evidence of our approach very not-
iceably increased as the distance lessened between us
and home, and was so unbearably potent and nauseating,
wnen we came within hailing distance, that we were for-
bidden fto. come nearer, for we were absolutely personae
‘non grata at our own home. Even the friendly advances
.of our faithful dog, who was ordinarily a pet in the
-household, were repelled by threatening cries and mis-

;f-_811es which sent him disconsolately back to our 81des,
- where the three of us stood awaiting gudgment

' It was finally decided that we should leave the

. skunks where we stood, go into an outshed near by, .

. thoroughly wash our hands and faces, change our clothes
.for clean and dry ones, which would be sent there for

the purpose, and then, being at least partially cleans-

ed,~ but perhaps more from the fact that the family had

by this time become somewhat inured to the extraord- .
inarily enveloping odor we had brought with us - we
~were finally permitted to enter the kitchen, which we:
found conspicuously deserted, and get something to eat.
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| Our poor dog, who could no more change his clothes.

than the leopard his spots, seemed doomed to the

" cheerless outside. But we could not thus ungrate-

fully desert him, so we carried him food and some

" dry, discarded clothing.to curl up in in the shed, -

then we! went wearily back to the house and to bed.

i
I
i
|
i
i

i
i
r
[
l
+
'
]
I
b -
i
i
H
1

o .




CHAPTER VII.
BAREFOOT DAYS,

Spéaking of spring, hunting and fishing, reminds ==

. me pleasantly of the eight or ten years of my young

life when I went barefoot — quite nine months each

- yeazr.

The warm rays of the late winter sun had scarce-

. ly melted the last of the snow, .and long before snap-.

PY¥, cold nights had ceased to come, our voots were ‘

. cast aside for nature's own foot-covering. Almost
~ invariably did the chilly, often frosty, mornings and

evenings of early spring and late fall cause the skin

ﬁ;lﬁ-on the tops of our feet to harden and crack into in-
" numerable, small crevices, through which the blood

would, painfully ooze. Mother treated this unfortu-
nate condition with applications of tallow night and

- morning.

Régardless of this and many other afflictions
which befell our fee$,- such as stubbing our toes,

stone brulses, thorns in their soles, sometimes trod- -

den on by horses or cows, bitten by flies, stung by
bees and cut by saw-grass, etc., the warmer days of
late February found us clamoring to go barefoet: . ;
and not even the colder days of late November could

Ainduce us to voluntarily assume our boots agalin.

Notwithstanding the many ills endured by bare-
foot boys, the swiftness it gave to their movements,
the readiness with which they could wade ponds and
streams, with 'rolled up pantaloons, ' the celerity it

‘gave to their climbing, the assurance it gave in rid-

ing horses standing<up, and the simplicity of . °
dressing and undressing morning and evening; -
especlally when one could get into bed before his

- mother ordered his feet washed, which we regarded as
. an unnecessary and somewhat cruel regulation intended

to detract from the freedom and felicity of boyhood -
made these barefoot days eagerly begun in the early
8pring and most reluctantly abandoned in the fall.

 .:[  —.“\f .. -..! A{l i1f ljuli
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As I recall them, there were some almost unbeliev=
ably strange - perhaps psychological - effects certain
conditions seemed to have upon our feet at different
times. For instance, when raking hay after the load-
ers over the stubble of newly-mown grass, they were
cruelly affected,- so much so, indeed, as to cause us
to move very, very slowly and carefully and to fre-
quently sit down and examine their soles for briars and

_other substances we felt sure had penetrated them - but -
which we seldom found; all the time complaining bitter-

1y about the excruciating martyrdom we eudured while

pulling the rake about in the hot sun to gather up the
scattered straws left by the careless pitchers. Even
the name of the implement we used was an insult to in-

.dustrious boys like us, for it was called a "loafer

rake" and required two small boys to pull it about.
This latter fact, in itself, provoked us to numerous
and sometimes acrimonious discussions and resulted, in-
cidentally, in the loss of much time, while we were
trying to decide which way we should go next.

Yet, curiously as it may seem, were a mouse, rab-
bit, rat or even a snake dislodged from the raked-up
hay - as was often the case,- our feet became instantly

immine to the cruel pricks of the sharp stubble, and we

would cheerfully abandon our rake and pursue with sur-
prising speed and agility. But as soon as the chase
was ended and we resumed our task, the old trouble im-
mediately returned like & relentless Nemesis, taking
the joy out of our young 1lives.

Let the wise-heads explain these extraordinary
phenomena as they may, but the facts remain indisput-
able. Very many times have I, as a boy, met with
these peculiar conditions, and I doubt not but that my
assertion can be amply supported by myriads of other:
equally industrious boys who have had the same bitter
experience. '

However, eliminating the many cruel tasks, so un-
feelingly imposed by our elders, and some exceptional
misfortunes such ae stone bruises, having the nail
knocked off by stubbing the big toe against a hidden
rock or root - all of which I have had occur to me,-
chilblaing and a few other unpleasant incidents, my
barefoot days stand out among the very happiest and

.best remembered of my life.

%
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Those who may not have had similar youthful

 experiences, can scarcely enter into the spirit of

this period in suburban life as did, evidently, Jobn

- Greenleaf Whittier, America's great, pastoral poet,
" who immortalized the boy and the time in one of the .
- most idyllic poems of English verse, "The Barefoot Boy'";

nor can- they fully understand the emotions its memory

. excites, nor the depthe of regret that steal over

middle age and later life because of the thought that

they can never, never be repeated.

oz
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CHAPTER VIII.
SOHOOL LIFE.

T

The very early age at which every country boy, on
- a busy farm, was required to perform stated duties and ..
. assume minor responsibilities, was not only a valuable
.. experience in husbandry, but was also a fine, mental -
~and physical training. Every task performed and each -
‘ animal cared for and used presented problems to be .
solved by the child, similar in effect, if not in im-- -
. portance, to those commonly met in later 1life. .

: Wnile these added little or mot at all to book
knowledge, they immeasurably increased his self- S
reliance and resourcefulness, and etrengthened his S
'~ reasoning power. SRR

It was not uncommon, more than a half-century ago
~-on the frontier, to meet men, especially farmers, . who
- were oconsplcuous among their fellows for their re- I
sourcefulness and success, who could neither read nor .
write, but whose minde had been so trained by actual
experience and broadened by personal contact and oral -
traditions, that they were, otherwise, commonly accept--
- ed a8 widely informed and gracious gentlemen. They
- could successfully meet and match and often excel
~others, however highly educated, in nearly all ways
save in book lore. ' ) :

Ky own father narrowly escaped being one of these -
uniettered, resourceful farmers - happily being able
to read and write by having been permitted to attend a
. country school near his home when he had almost reached
 man's stature, for half of each school day for a short
term, - The remainder of the day and Saturdays, he _
7 worked in a saw-mill to assist in supporting his widow-.
- ed mother and her five children. This laid -the un~ =~
w. promising foundation which, 'in evenings and during in-
- - clement weather, he diligently strove to build upon -
© 7 by his own application until his marriage, and, there-
-..after, by the assistance of my mother, whose parents
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| had been in such condition financially as to afford

their children educational opportunities. Thus he
became much nore than rudimentally efficient in read-

- ing, writing and arithmetic. His fondness for read-
"ing opened a wide field of general information to draw
- upon during his active years on the farm and afforded

him much edifying pleasure after his strenuous days
were pas? .

Indeed, one of the most pitiful creatures to be

‘met with in life is a college graduate, without experi-

ence in honest toil, devoid of practical ideas and good
horse sense, often even of good manners, his head fill-
ed with useless generalities; his language conspicuous

~because of its frivolous vulgarltlee picked up in "frat®

life; his fingers and 1lips stained and offensive from
the use of tobacco; often his morals and physical con~

‘stitution undermlned by even more vicious habits,-

finding himself at the age of thirty a helpless a8 well -
as hopeless derelict - a total, economic loss to society;
and, saddest of all, thus imposing upon his parents and -
fam;ly a despair 1nf1n1tely more polgnant and difficult
to bear than death itself could possibly afflict.

Such instances may not be common, but certainly

they are not rare, and where the fault lies and what

the remedy may be, I shall not here discuss, I wish,
however, to leave this word of warning to my posterlty.‘
However great your ambition may be for the education ‘
of your children, useful, physical toll - especially

on busy farms, while young - will give them an assur-
ance and balance of mind and body that nothing else

“ '1n the way of sports can. Never mind that their hands

and clothes are soiled, for the cleanliness within is
correspondingly 1ncreased and is infinitely of more
consequence. .

The foreg01ng, somewhat homiletic observations

-are not given to justify illiiteracy or to minimize

the importance of college educetion; but unless the
latter so broadens one's outlook, sharpens his nat-
ural facilities and greatly strengthens his purpose,

kf it may be seriously doubted whether the time and ex-

pense of acquiring a college education and degree

are adequately balanced by the pleasure and useful- N
. ness it otherwise afforde.ije, : : -
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0f all the teachers presiding in the country

. schools while I attended, there were few I recall as
~ having assisted me greatly; although doubtless each
“.¢gontributed more or less to my advancement. One of

these - my first - introduced me to the mysteries of

" the alphabet, and I remember, as well as anything in
Tmy past 11fe, how I stood at her side, twice each day,

as she sat in a chair, with her feet resting upon the
edge of a wooden platform upon which the school stove
stood, and pointed out with the blade of & small pen-

. xrife the shape of each letter, naming and impressing

it upon my mind. It requlred perhaps two months %o

. learn the names and recognize at sight all the letters.

The text-book, I recall, had a. green back and,

U4f I mistake not, was called Webster's Speller. Very

soon thereafter, however, it was succeeded by the

"‘:- ¥cGuffey iseries.

After the alphabet, came the spelling of meaning-~-

- less, two-letter words, consisting first of a vowel

and consonat, such as ab, eb, ib, ob, etec., and then

reversing the order, using the consonant first. From

this humble beginning, the fair progress 1 made was
interesting and inspiring fo me, and it was a great

- day when I was able to spell and pronounce words of
- three or four letters; and a much prouder one when,

near the end of the term, I was permitted to read in
a First Reader, which the teacher kept on her desk,

and was told, after my first effort, that I was pro-
ceeding quite well., .

. Another of my earlier teachers, whose gppearance,

mannerisms and methods of teaching I distinctly recall,

was a man who assisted me greatly as a beginner in

He was a big, raw;boned fellow, with a strong
face, greatly accentuated by a prominent Roman nosge,

. He was very earnest and agressive, which, coupled with

a loud voice, quite impressed his scholars as he read

passages |from the reading lessons as an example of howr”
~the meaning of the text should be expressed.

In éeography, in addition to the daily recita-
tions, nearly every evening before closing, he engaged

1

B the whole school in slnging a two-line, ythmic jingle

i -
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o mathematics and who wae almost an enthusiast in geog-
~ raphy, reading and spelling. _
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in couplets - the first line of each announcing a

- partiocular geographic fact, and ending with a rising

1nf1eot10n° the second 1ine repeating and emphasizing
it, ending in the fldfing. It always began with
“%aﬁé the north-eastern bart of the States,” and ran
thus: "Maine, Augusta, on the Kennebec Rlver -
Maine, Augusta, on the Kennebec River." In the
course of time, the names and locations of the cap-
itols of all the states and countries in the known
world, as well as the source and mouth of the great
rivers and the heights and locations of the large
mountains, as well as many other geographical facts,
were thus learned and impressed on the memory of the
scholars.

This method, of course, exércised and strength-f:'
ened the memory and vocal chords of the scholars;
and each evening, a particular scholar was selected -

1o stand by the wall map, and, with-a long stick, _
“point out the partlcular thlng and itse. location re-

ferred to and lead in the singing for its duration -

 _.which was considered a mark of distinection - thus

giving it a personal attraction; and because it gen- SR
erally put the entire school into a sort of jolly

" harmony when dismissed, it greatly lessened the ef- =
. fects of the pet annoyances and incidents which LA
- take place in akxgraded country school each.day. o

It is now more than sixty years since I partici-
pated in those exercises; yet even today, by revert-

5]1 ing to this simple Jlngle, I can soon recall many
.. geographical facte that otherwise seem entirely lest . . ~=i
.. to my memory. : . C R

: 1 was perhaps between seven and eight years when - . v
- % . this same teacher {for he taught several terms in L
- this school) introduced me to the principles of add-
- ing, subtracting, multiplying and dividing, as given

in Ray'SaArithmetic. Following long division, there

. were given a number of so-called "promiscuous examples,“J'
~ in the solution of which, a pupll wae expected to ex- e

ercise each of the foux fundamentals and, in addition,
use hlS reason. ‘ -

At flrst I could make absolutely no headway, for |
each seemed like a puzzle; and without the applica- :
tion of reason, I tried adding, subtractlng, multiply-.f E
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ing and dividing, hoping by some necromentic good .
fortune to reach the answer given - of course, with- .
out result. ‘ - ‘

Previously, memory wag really the only faculty
involved in my studies, and while reasoning and
judgment were required in all ny activities on the
farm, I had not as yet learned to apply them in book .
studies, . ‘ ' P

| .

The teacher had very patiently and painstaking-
© 1y explained several of these problems, but without

- conveying to my mind why he added here or subtracted L
- there, or multiplied or divided as the case might be.
Therefore, the very next day, perhaps, I found 1 was
- as much at loss as before.
He had repeatedly impressed upon my mind that e
. the four fundamentals previously learned were the b
means or tools used under the guidance of reason to e
- solve all the problems in mathematics; and, until one

had learned how and where to use each, no further

:@i PTOZTESs Wag pOSSible. He also impressed upon me,

~ that the way to know this was to read carefully each »1;
"problem and see what particular thing was ‘to be found

" out and where to begin. .

R

: I floundered disoouragiﬁgly for several days, PO A
almost in despair, but I felt, to give up would really -~ - 7
be the end of accomplishing anything worth while in Co e

'ﬁgl_school, and therefore, I doggedly stumbled on.

Onelmofning I took up the book again, with a

“ . greater determination than before, and picked out one . 1. o

. of these examples I had previously tried. I do not ... .-°

“recall its terms distinctly, but it concerned a farm— - : . .7 ..
. er taking some produce to market, for each measure of & . "v.-

which he received a certain amount of money. out of .-

'fifthe money thus received, he bought so many pounds of N
" "coffee at so much per pound; so many pounds of sugar -

. for so much a pound; some cloth by the yard, ete. C
The object to be ascertained was, wihat was left after . -
~ paying for all these out of the money received for . .-
" his produce. SR - ~ T

‘ I réad it'over'very,:very carefully twice; and .
- having everything clearly in mind, seriously consid- . .-.. - :
“ered what was the ultimate thing to be found out and ..~ - -




“* where I must begin to do this. A a result of my perti-
‘nacity and thoughtfulness, the solution faintly dawned

upon me, that the first thing to do was to ascertain how

I f"’. "'J .

o M,

mich money he received for the produce he had brought with7 _i'

him and sold. = It required but little thought to decide,
that 1f I multiplied the number of pounds or dozens of

coffee by the pound, matches by the box; and calico by the
vard. By the same process, I found the totals of these..
And then, by subtracting the cost of the articles he

~bought from the amount he received for those he sold, I

- eggs by the price he received per pound or dozen, and then .-
. added the respective amounts, I would have the total he
‘had received for all, Out of this he bought sugar and

should have the amount of money he had left. I remember,ﬁffjg‘7

that after making the subtraction, I trembled with excite~
ment as T turned to the answer in the book to see.whether

. I was right. To my delight, it was the same! I tried

another and still another, with the same happy ending,-

- indeed, 1 did not stop until I had thoroughly mastered
_every one, A new power possessed me, and with reason as

an ally and guide, I felt all the doors leading into the
intricacies of mathematics would open as I approached. 1
felt also older and much more mature and sure of myself
than before, and all my blind stumbling of yesterday seenm-
ed afar off, as did also some of the irresponsibility of

childhood.

The above is a simple, uninteresting ?et truthful re~
cital of the beginning of one of the most important epochs

-in a child's - my own - life.

: From this sprang the growth, determination, pertinac- -
~ 1ty, courage, hope and ambition upon which every future
- accomplishment of my life was grounded. For this reason,
. it standsout, as I look backward from the evening of life,
- .as one of the most prominent milestones in my growth and
©  progress, : R

Here I pdﬁse to say to posterity, carefully watch the

. halting, stumbling steps of your children intellectually, -

- Don't take it for granted because their report cards indi- -
. cate they are behind in this or that it necessarily indi- =
;- cates a natural inability. It may be they have but stub- =
. bed a mental toe and are limping, and if you do not look

carefully into the matter, they may become mental cripples

" for life -~ a thing infinitely worse in many ways than to
- become a permanent cripple physically. If you are not
- " able to do this, get someone who is a mental expert to find .
. - out the cause and apply such mental remedy and assistance

<~ as may be necessary. - Because your boy may never really
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. make a champion runner, still you would dislike greatly -

© to think that he could never use his legs without limp-

oD - o dng. 1 have often thought there may be more mental de~ .

meorc .. - formities than physical - among children who have been
St 0 neglected and whose lives are thus marred forever. But

- I must not pursue this subject farther. ' -

From the foregoing, it will be seen I owe much to
~ _the Country School, even as it existed much more than a | =~ -
“nalf-century ago: and I wish I were sufficiently gifted - A
.%o adequately panegyrize it for the noble part it has - -
.+ 7 performed in increasing the literacy of the American
L rural people. '

s For a half-century preceding my birth, it was
s largely the only refuge to which the poor - especially
.~ those of the rural population - could go to be saved
from abject and pitiful illiteracy. = Indeed, if it be -
. ..permissible to apply to so humble an institution, whose -
...curriculum embraced only the three R's - Reading, 'Riting
" gnd 'Rithmetic — a title so dignified. and imposing, it -
i was the only Alma Mater a large proportion of the rural
. population of the United States had during that early
cwuoooow 7.0 - period.  Wnile its beneficlaries who have made notable
;(j’ ;. . 7 : successes, may be far less in proportion to their num-
“\.. .. .. _° vers, than those who enjoyed the facilities afforded by
. .institutions of higher learning, nevertheless, the simple -
"L Gountry School sent forth countless numbers who, from this
* humble start, guided only by a knowledge and a determin- - .
‘- gtion to prese on upon some line of endeavor, guided by an. .. 00w
.7 intuitive inclination in®o a choilce of their life's work, A
*.using such-aids as they could lay hold upon, pressed on W
*’ ~'and on, %o eminence and great usefulness in their chosen . =
©- field of endeavor. o : _ . R A
o N [ . PI
e From this time on my progress was perhaps above . % oo o0
C e 0 the average, for 1 generally stood quite well in spell- - "7 Lo
R .. ing, geography, reading and mathematics., = At the age ' '
"+ of eight, my help was considered necegsary in carrying
~. ~"-on the spring and summer work on the farm, and there~ AR
-after, until 1 entered the graded schools in the city - . .. o
.7 of Delaware, I attended only in the winter term. - RV

oE This, however, had little effect in retarding my . L
=7 progress,: for the tasks I performed on the farm steadily- "7 -

- ‘increased my physical vigor and growth and expanded my . - 0 .7
“+ reasoning powers; go that, when the winter term began, ~ - . - "
271 was-in superb condition -and keenly anxious to be at ...

my Po0kB agadl. oo oo e T T e




It was during the Civil War, and when I was eleven,
1 entered the eighth grade in the city schools, and,
according to age, I found myself as well advanced as
city boys and girls mentally, and in physical strangth
was quite beyond most of them, although I was not "up"

‘in baseball - just then startlng - and other town school .

sports.

This year was not marked by any spectacular prog-
ress, although I improved steadily and had no diffi-
culty in maintaining a fair standing. The teacher was
quite a large and somewhat austere woman of forty.

Her face appeared grim and bespoke an unyielding pur-

pose, and she had evidently been employed because of her

‘reputation as a disciplinarian.

- She was so watchful that few derelictions escaped
“her, and those noted were adequately punished - the

most inexcusable by a severe whipping before the entire

school. The teacher, whom she succeeded, was said to
have been a gentle, trusting woman, who sought to pre-
serve order by kindly ways, which succeeded very well
with many pupils, but not so with a few ruthless, in-
corrigible boys, who took her mild ways as a license to
. commit all kinds. of infractions of ordinary school de~
‘corum, and acted accordingly; and, with whom, she was

physically entirely inadequate to cope. Therefore, she =

left the school in a deplorable shape at the end of the
‘previous year.

The new teacher, Dbeing informed of all this, was
expected to, and did largely, change it, but the year
stands out more prominently in my mind, possibly be-

- cause of my natural timidity, because of the many
floggings she administered to these obstreperous boys,
dlstress%ng me nerhans more than the culprits.

It was during th1s year 1 began the study of gram-
mar, and | while I diligently applied myself -in learning
the textf I got little understanding of ite practical
application and real significance. However, I passed
guite creditably in all studles which made me eligible
to the hlgn school. ' '
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CHAPTER IX.

HIGH SOEOOL. e

Iin entering high school, I began two of the mostlﬁ;;:t_‘f-"'
agreeable and, mentally, profitable years of my life. ~ . 7 |

- . The principal, who was also superintendent of the T e

schools in Delaware, was a very remarkable man 8 an R P

- instructor. He was an ordained minister in the Pres- O

" byterian church, and how he became an instructor I

never knew. At the time I came under his tutelage,

he must have been more than fifty, was stout almost to

“portliness and of medium height. His forehead was

- large, his other facial features regular and, when in T
- repose, they gave him a grave, almost melancholy ex- . - . .
- pression. When interested, he was vivacious, and I

. when much pleased, as he often was, his eyes sparkled

" and his lips expressed a most winsome smile.

- His experience, dignified courtesy, scholarship,'ﬁb_ 
- honesty of purpose, deep interest in the subjects he
taught, coupled with the forceful simplicity of his

-",zlanguage and lucidity of his explanations, gave him a
" remarkable influence over his students.

Then, too, as we passed under his direction, we
weTe no longer addressed by our first names, but it

-~ was "Wiss" or Mister," indicating our growth in mind

f-and body required the application, balance and becom-
" ing conduct of ladies and gentlemen.

_ ¥y start under his tutelage was the beginning of
the most! important and profitable part of my earlier
school life. Here I began the study of algebra and
took additional mathematical work in Ray's Higher
- Arithmetic. The course also embraced grammar, phys—
ical geography, history, and latin as an eleotive.

I advanced easily and very-éatisfactorily in o
mathematics, a little less so in grammar and even
less, 8till, in the other subjects. L

.i“‘ o



History and language required less reasoning and
more memorizing, and while I applied myself sufficient- -
ly to make creditable daily recitations, they proved
- rather uninteresting.

: In grammar, I became sufficiently expert to parse
‘the different words, and to analyze a given sentence by .
diagraming it upon the blackboard - showing its subject,
predicate and all its qualifying words and clauses; and
vet I did not grasp its real significance nor fully un-
derstand how fto apply my knowledge in every-day life.

To & large extent, I indulged in the same provincial

- inaccuracies of speech as before. ' In other words,

~“with me, grammar remained a subject to know sufficiently  «
about to pass a creditable examination in, but not to be :
. seriously applied in the language of every-day life. !

One of the most regrettable things I have to de-
plore is, that I did not acquire, and by application
and constant use make second-nature to me, a clear,
practical knowledge of proper usage in speaking and

“~writing., If this is not done when young, it really

- can not be well done at all. It is perhaps even moTe

- difficult to acquire by those surrounded by and steep~

- ed in the common usage of ungrammatical localisms than

7 it would!be to learn a new language sufficiently well

~to express one's thoughts in it without conscious ef-
fort, If one attempted to do this on the’ frontier,

he was looked upon askance, for he was considered pe- - .

dantic or, to apply the local synonym, "uppish," which

meant, in common parlance, that he wae ashamed of the

language of his forefathers.

It is said a little learning is a dangerous thing,-
and perhaps there is no branch of knowledge to which
this applies 8o forecefully as to the correct rules of
writing and speaking; for, if they are not made so en-
tirely one's own by continued usage, a lapse may occur
at any ‘tlme.

I remember that one of the highest authorities in
language in central Chio fifty years ago, and who had
‘a remarkable technical knowledge of the subject, was a -
- professor of ancient and modern languages in a leading
college, who had been used as a child and youngster to
the common, ungrammatical localisms in general use in

I
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: his neighborhood; and it was proverbial that this
great philologist, if, when delivering a lecture or

public address, departed from hig carefully prepared - ... .

- text to especially emphasize a particular point, was .
. almost sure to lapse into unbelievable inaccuracies
.. of speech.

: I wish I might adequately impress upon such of
my posterity as may have an ambition to succeasfully
~ engage in such profession or business as reguires
- something more than fair Judgment, brain and brawn,
- that there is nothing so potent in bringing this
-about, in connection with fair natural endowments and -

: determlnatlon, ag a usable knowledge of correct writ-

”'"1ng and speaking.

Had I been so equipped when I bégan my profes-

'f’l sional career, the pleasure of the different positions
. I nave since held in professional, political and busi-

_ness life would certalnly have been immeasurably in-

- creased.

" Returning again to my high school work, I must
say my interest and delight in mathematics made its
study the source of the greatest satisfaction and no

© Iittle pride. There could be but one solution to

each problem, and, to one who had mastered each pre-

ceding step, his advance was easy and unmistakably

“plain, }

: Of ‘course, algebra was curiously fascinating; for,
in it, letters represented unknown quantities, and, by

: 1ndlcat1ng their addition, subtraction, multlpllcation
~or division, in connectlon with known quantltles the

o process went on until an equation was reached 1ndlcat~

ing the Tesult - from which the letters, by the process; 

- of elimination, Were removed leaving only known quan-
tities, :

‘ ngher arithmetic was, if possible, even more
enjoyable, and it may not be too strongly put to say
I wae near if not the head of the class. In this I
found myself so sure, that having mastered every pre-
ceding step, I was content with a careful examination

of each problem in a lesson - reasoning it out mentally,

feeling 1 could assuredly do so if called upon to dem-
onstrate it upon the board. . _




This assumption was put to & .severe test one day, -

when an exceptionally diffiocult problem was embraced
in the lesson. ¥any members of the class were pre-

. viously called upon - all of whom responded that they . . R

had not solved it. Finally the professor called my

“name, and I answered that, while I had not actually

worked it out, I had oarefully examined it and was
quite sure I could do 8o if required.

In perhaps ten minutes, I worked it out on the
board while the class 1ooked on; and, upon examina-
tion, it was found the result corresponded with that

~in the text book; so I proceeded to demonstrate it.

When I had .concluded, the principal remarked that .
. I had reached the stated result, but he was of the R
- opinion the process might be shortened, and attempted - . .
- to show how this could be done. He followed my work -
to a given point, where he digressed upon the theory

he had announced and, following this diversion to its

. ultimate conclusion, "he found himself wide of the
. proper result. He began again, to see that no errors
- 4in his calculations were made — with no better endlng.[ﬂ

-~ ! Finally he asked me to go over my demonstration again, -
- - and when,I reached the digression he had made, I some~-

what timidly attempted.to show where it was wrong.

After I had concluded, he frankly told the class I was =
- right and warmly commended me - for he was a very just .
.- and 1mpart1al mali. Ever.afterwards, he took much for.f

.- granted in my standing in mathematics.

So pleasant and profltable had peen the two years
under the direction of this quite extraordinary in-

V'Btructor, I greatly regretted their conclusion. .

Ve )



CHAPTER X.
' A TRAGEDY.

Although the high school 4id not end my school

~ days, an occurrence of far-reaching consequence hap~- . .

-_pened about this time which resulted in making a
very successful merchant of my brother Hilton and
almost consigned me to farming as an avocation.

For several years previous to the Civil War, he

and I had tzken, if not important, at least, boys!
parts, in farm work. We assisted in feeding the

stock, milking the cows, currying the horses, car- S

~ried the wood and Tan errands.

In looking backward over these early, pastoral ‘

activities, I recall many semi-comic as well as

o serious 1nstances - how, for instance, when milking

- cows in freezing cold mornings, the milk plashing
. from the bottom of the pail to the sides would in-
- stantly freeze, and often our fingers would become

‘s0 cold we had to thrust our hands between the COW'B..‘ﬂ"'

"uddeér and flank to warm them sufficiently to proceed;

.. how the cold fork handle and curry comb would almost

- . freeze our hands and compel us to slap them together

. and against our legs to make the blood circulate -
freely again and take the numbness out; how our boots, -

that had been greased:the evening before with tallow,

51- '

would freeze and become so stiff and unyielding as to_jgk-@"“

.. be difficult to pull on or walk in.

A%t this early tlme, all the cutting in harvest

. time was done with sickles, scythes and cradles, and
. as the meadows were cut - usually three or moTe moW= .
. ers following each other,- he and I followed closely, - - .. . .
“each with a stick sharpened at both ends, tossing the -~ . -

newly mown hay right and left over our shoulders,
_scatterlng it about on the stubble to dry.”

We also raked swaths of cradled grain into bun- - oy

. dles to be bound by the following binders, and raked -
.. after the hay loaders so that nothing.might be left -




ST - to waste. e rode the horses about the big barn - - ..

LT T T - floor as they went their weary rounds in tramping -

L :5'_12”1 out flax, wheat or oats, and turned the fanning
T s - mill when the seed was cleaned We dropped corn.
‘and .potatoes in the planting season of spring and
.followed.after the men who cultivated.the young
plants to uncover those over which the shovel-plow
_had thrown dirt in passing. : :

ol T Indeed we were, in almost countless ways, the
T e ooylsh factotums on the farm, subject to the beck
“and call of our elders; so that our days were filled °
with boyish activities and our nights with restful °
“8leep ~ unless disturbed by nightmare induced by
over—eatlng.

It was well we had been thus prepared with a o
R general knowledge of farm work and had some experi-
SRR ~ence in all kinds of cultural activities, for when
T i?’_hf_. the Civil War broke out and our two oldemk'brothers
ARSI ‘had enlisted, we automatically took their places as
LT e -~3 best we could for boys of nine and eleven,
~-;;j;;_v - In many things, it required our joint effort to
e “do anything like a man‘s work, In plowing, at the =
Siees 7. beginning, one held the handles of the plow and the - -
B e ',' other drove the horses, for, at the corners, it re-
»~quired the strength of both to pull the plow about
. or to loosen it when its point became fastened in a
-~ hidden root -~ as neither was tall enough to hold the
handles W1thcut reaching upwaxd.

nlle our work must have been very indifferently -
done and more or less.unsatisfactory, yet, because
nearly all able-bodied young men had enllsted in the
-.-service of their country - except a slacker, here and
p there, who was almost: unlversally despised by his loy- =
al neighbors - nearly all kinds of makeshifts were re-~ .
sorted to in planting, growing and harvesting crops,
so our inefficiency had to be endured.

At the close of the war, we had grown in stature, =
experience and physical strength and could do reason- -
ably well all kinds of farm labor and took aimost en-
tire charge of everything. At this time, I was equal
~in stature and weight to brother Hilton and could do -

- my full share of the work, although perhaps his judg=

‘ ment ‘was Btill superlor to mine.-

i
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After'returning'from war, brothers Robert and
Harvey went almost lmmediately to Illinois to lo-

cate, leaving us to continue the farm work as before;

and this we did for several years thereafter. In

-the meantime, we attended school at Delaware, always .
_walking,the two miles distance, morning and evening,

-regardless of weather. We also took care of the

stock.nnd on Saturdays did extra work,- cutting and
~hauling wood, bringing in corn fodder for the stock
“and taking care, of “all other pressing matters about

- the farm. As previously intimated, this harmonious,

brotherly assoclation was tragically ended in'a

.most unfortunate ways.

Whan the weather .was at all favorable, mother
-was punctilicusly inslistent that her children should
attend church and Sunday school at Delaware. Somsg-

“'g,ﬁimes everybody walked; otherwise, we went in a

large, three-seated Spring Wagon. One Sunday, we
had just gotten home and Hilton and I had stabled

- and unharnessed the horses and were preparing their -
--food on the barn floor by running sheaves of oats

through a revolving cutting box.

The knives which did the cutting were fastened

- to an iron shaft, to one end ¢of which a crank was

~attached with Whioh to turn it by hand. ; -These
knives were =¢ightly curved, resewbling in this re-

. spect those of an ordinary lawnmower. - When turned .

id, rawhide roller,~ thus assuring the thorough

_ outting of everythino rassing under them.

Sometimes the material being cut, if pressed in

too rapidly, would clog the knives and it was neces- -

.8ary to turn them backward t0 release it. On this

~occasion, I was turning the crank and he feeding the
T oats; and when the knives became clogged, I turned
"backward to relieve the ocats and then turned forward -
- - again. By some misadveniure I never could dquite un~-
I derstand, the fingers on one of his hands were caught -
-~ between the cruel knives and the roller and were o
drawn in to the hand, cutting them into bits and al- -

B most scraping out the inside of his hand.

N Hig piercing ory was the first intimation I had_
of the tragedy, and as it was impossible for him to

f,_withorgw his hand without my reversing the cutter,

~~in the box, the knives enmeshed into slits in a Bol—

f
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the ocutting was double; although, foriunately, in re-
ersing,the knives fell practically in the same places

" where they had already cut. But when his hand came

oub, he gathered it into the other one, jumping up
and down in great agony and then started on a fast
run for the house. '

I was by this time as much frightened as he and
followed him; but I had no idea of the serious nature
of his injury until mother gently removed %the hand
which held his cut fingers and they gruesomely dangled
from nis hand in short pieces, held together only by .
pleces of skin - thus presenting a most nauseating
and painful sight.

I went at once for a doctor, but it was in the
fall of the vear when much sickness prevailed, and
not one was $0 be had. I waited for hours, going
from office to office hoping one might be gotien,
without result; and, late in the afternoon, getting
‘entirely discouraged, I went home %o report. :

Very fortunately,éoon after my return, our famil&,
doctor - if a family having as little use for one as
ours did could be so designated,- who was returning

" from visiting patients further west of us, happlly

came by and was called in. By this time, the bleed-
ing had stopped and, mother having kept the injured
hand thoroughly soaked with warm water, the pain had
largely subsided. :

To get the effect of the best light, he was car-
ried into the yard, under the spreading branches of a
great pear tree, where his injuries were carefully
examined and, after removing innumerable particles of
chaff and pleces of straw, were properly dressed. ‘
The dochior insisted upon taking out the middle finger
altogesher, but to this mother would not consenty.

It took perhaps six months for his wounds to
‘heal, during all of which time particles of chafi and
straw worked out - their presence having greatly re-
.tarded 'healing. - It was, also, I remewber, quite dif-

ficult to keep down the proud flesh and to prevent

- hig fingers from growing together, which was done only
by careful dressing and keeping cloths between the in-
jured fingers. . ,

o1,
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- known and wonderfully successful. i
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His long finger, whlle saved, Was.of little use
because it was stlff and unbendable except by placing

= one of the adjoining fingers behind it, and 1s so to

this day.

I.have given the particulars of this most lament~
able accident because in many ways 1t seriously af-
fected the lives of both brother Hilton and myself.

" T have never entirely recovered from the effect of
the shock this accident gave me, nor the resulting i

regret that I was the innocent cause of 1t. Up. %0
this time, from my earliest remembrance, we had been-
inseparable companlons. We slept, worked, hunied,
fished, swam, and sometimes quarreled and even fought

- together, and, excepting father and mother, I had

held him in closer relationship than I did any other:
human veing; and now, in a moment, this was changed,
so that, in almost every way, our pathways in life
were thereafter separated,- although, as brothers,
our .relations have uninterruptedly continued most
affectionate and cordial.

Because of his crippled hand and incapaclty to
work on the farm, it was thought he might better take
a -commercial course and prepare himself for the mer-
cantile business, for which he had much natural. apti-~
tude. This he did, and became later very widely

e

On the other hand, my services were now doubly
necessary on the farm, and for several years there-
after I did a large portion of the work and had be-
come so proficient that father, I think, was of the
opinion I should make it my life occupation; for _
upon several occasions he talked with me about deoing -
80, -even offering to make favorable terms for me %0

take over and manage the farmu,




CHAPTER XI.
SOME MORE TRAGEDIES..

. The unfortunate 1ncidenf ih the life of brother

T .. Hilton, related in the preceding chapter, reminds me
© that, as a amall boy, he was somewhat unfortunate in
©- the matter of injuries by accident. At one tine, '

he attempted-to ¢climb upon a moving sled, neavily

‘loaded with wood, when he slipped and fell in such
way that a runner passed over one of his legs between
the ankle and knee, fracturing both bones; and the

friction, caused by the heavy, moving sled, serlously.
burned a large spot in the flesh. This reminds-me, =

also, that while on several occaslions I had-nar-
row escapes, yebt I was never seriously hurt.

When a boy - possibly four,- mother sent me to
~ call the harvest-hands to dinner. I was barefooted,

and when I reached the wheatfield and wade my errand

known, everybody stopped work, and father, who was _
cradling, set the cradle down in the stubble with the
handle up, which left the sharp edge of the scythe

also up — although it was concealed by the long stub-
ble about it. I was. quite near him at the time, and

" he particularly cautioned me not to go near it.

Hoﬁeve:, ag every one started home, I passed
quite close to the upturned handle, entirely forget-—
ful of his warning and the direction of the menacing

scythe,, and unfortunately stepped upon its sharp edge '

with the weight of my body, the scythe cutting just

behind the ball of a blg toe.

My, screams brought father instantly to my side

- and heigathered me in his arms, holding my bleeding
foot in his big hand, and tenderly and soothingly
carried me home. Not a word.of reproach did he ut-
ter because of my careless disregard of his warning,
and to this day his kindly forbearance stands out
more clearly in my wind than any other part of the
unfortunate incident. : o :
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Because of the flexibility of the toe, the cut
proved to be not a serious one, but had I stepped on

“the scythe with the whole weight of my body with the
- middle of my foot, I doubtless would have been crip-

pled for life.

‘Perhaps few sons have heard the agonizing voilce
of a loving father nor have seen the hopeless despair

_in his face at the time when he believed his son had

been killed; but such was my good, or bad, fortune on

" two occasions: Several years before the Civil War,
‘when I was about seven, father and I were hauling

flax from the field to the barn, where, upon the big
barn floor, it was being tramped out by horeses, the

leader being ridden by brother Hilton, while brother

Harvey stirred the flax and turned it over until it

-~ was thoroughly tramped out.

. Father and I, in going for a load, had reached
the entrance to the field and he had gotten off the
wagon to open 1i%, As I turned the horses in, one of
the loose bottom boards of the hayrack, having worked

-_H .forward somewhat, touched the "nigh'" horse, causing
- it to jump forward. This frightened the other, and
before father could c¢limb on the rack, they were gal-

loping away scross the field, but 1little restrained

by my feeble efforts to stop them.

The terrific speed they made across the dead
furrowse and other obstacles encountered caused the

“hayrack and loose bottom boards to bounce and ratile

unbelievably. I was sitting on one of the center
cross—~pleces of the rack, with nothing to brace my
feet against to aild in pulling on the lines; so0 I
slipped forward on one of these loose bottom boards,
put my feet against the front cross-piece and pulled
with all my might - with scarcely any perceptible
effect.

As we approached the opposite side of the field,
the wagon struck some object which tossed the rack

and loose boards almost out of the standards and also-

threw out the coupling pin which held the rear part
of the wagon to the front; and as soon as the hounds
of the wagon had slipped from the coupling pole, they

plowed deeply into the ground, thus throwing the rear
- wheels and axles of the wagon high in the air and '

- - "
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©_Jocausing the hind wheels to turn a complete somersault,
-7 and in doing this, they tossed the rear end of the rack
and board upon wihich I sat even higher up, from which
~ nelght, with a tremendous force downward and forward
© to the ground, throwing the loose boards and myself
““directly under the hayrack, in the way of its merci-
- less cross~pieces in the rear, by which I was cruelly
- rolled, scraped and bruised as it was dragged swiftly
- over me, and where I lay entirely oblivious of every-
o thing. : ‘ :

The first sound that found conscious recognition .

in my ears was the pitiful exclamations of father as

- 'he held me in his arms, bemoaning my fate, Very
‘soon, however, I was sufficiently recovered to under-
stand everything and was able even to get upon my
feet. Kot a bone was broken, but I was bruised
everywhere and badly scraped on the side of my face

by the cross-piece as it passed over me, causing

- quite an abrasion and much dleeding.

The field about us presented a strange appear-
ance from the point where father and I stood. To
. the rear, was the overturned rear part of the wagon;

- near us were the loose boards, upon which I had been
sitting, which had fallen with the hayrack; a short-
distance farther on was the hayrack itself, which,
after passing over me, soon became detached from the
front wheels, and in the northern end of the field,
-~ galloping back and forth, were the frightened horses,
. still drawing the forward wheels, from which the long
coupling pole protruded behind and slightly upward,
waving like a great tail. . : ' '

Another catastrophe, which might have resulted

. fatally, occurred several years later: Father had .

: -purchased an old house, perhaps thirty feet square,
- which hagd been temporarily placed upon a vacant lot
%o give room for a business building on the space it
had originally occupied. It was of the old fashioned,
heavy, frame type, and when it was moved on the lot,
a somewhat shallow excavation had previously been made
where the center and greatest weight of the building
would rest, and blocks were placed under it at this
‘point to hold the floor a small distance above the -

- natural surface of the ground. - : -




27

Before it could be moved to father's lot, it was
- necessary to raise it sufficiently, so that two long,
pine timbers, reaching beyond the edges of the build-
ing, could be run under, supported at each end by a
low, two-wheeled truck, upon which to move it. As
there was 1ittle room for a grown man to work beneath
the center of the building and turn the jackscrew, I

. was put there for this purpose.

When the building was thought to be- raised suf—
'flclently, the owner of the trucks and implements for
moving it put the end of one of the long timbers on a
truck, and then, going to the other end, raised it up
oulte high and pushed the end resting upon the truck
under the building near the corner - then perhaps three
feet above the ground.

Something obstructed the beam after it was run
under the building a few feet, when, without a word of
warning to any one, the man foollshly dropped the end
he was holding and started forwerd to see what prevent-
ed it from going through. The moment he did this, the
end veneath the bullding was raised several inches,
striking one of the heavy cross-supports upon which the.
" building was then , held up by jackscrews and
blocks at the center and gt each corner. The tremen-—

" dous purchase the long, htavy beam had when its outer
end was lowered drew the building in that direction,

- thus throwing the jackscrews and supporting dlocks out

of plumb, and they began to creak and move as if to
fall- ' E S

I was lying upon my back, still turning the cen-

. tral jackscrew when the ominous noise began, which
.. alarmed me greatly, for I insftantly realized I was in

grave danger. If T attempted to crawl out and the
building came down before I got from under it, T would

.r,_assuredly be crushed.,., If I remained in the shallow
. hole at the base of the blocking, which was now lean-
.. ing and moving toward me, I would be assuredly doomed.

- With not a moment to spare -~ as the entire structure
was gaining momentum rapidly - I wormed myself quickly
to the other side and lay prone and low in the shallow
excavation at the foot of the blocks. And then the

| frightful crash ocame. But above the noise and turmoil
1t caused, 1 heard the agonizing cry of father, piti-

. fully repeating,-"Ny God! My God!,My boy 13 hilled'
i_hy boy is killed'"



Although somewhat unnerved by the narrow escape, t0 Te- J
lieve my father, I instantly cried out, through the dust,

. and debris about me, "I am all right, father,- not hurt

st all.n

He was hushed by my cheering words and the instant

. relief they evidently gavetq but it was geveral moments

before I could find my way out through the wreckage and |
obstructing blocks about, during which I heard not a
word from any one. .

However, when I emerged, covered with dust and the
dirt gathered in pulling myself here and there on my way,

I found him standing near by, his face pale, lips trem-
- bling, his body shaking and his eyes staring almost as if

in a trance. Perhaps my distressed appearance unduly
accentuated the extreme danger through which I had passed,
for after pathetically embracing me as if to assure him-
gelf I was allve and unhurt, he broke forth into an un-
controllable tirade of angry expletives against the man
whose crase stupldity had so nearly cost me my life, and
for a moment I thought he would assuredly strike him down,
for father was a giant in strength and courage.

So frightened was I at his menacing words and atti--
tude that I clutched one of his threatening fists and
begged him to desist. My touch and frightened voice
Beemed to break the evil spell, for he looked into my
amazed face for a moment as 1f in a daze and, again put-'
ting his tremblling arms about me, said not ancther word.

Only upon one other occasion did I ever see this
naturally kind, gentle and affectionate father exhibis
a belligerant pasgsion such as that above described.
This was during the Civil War. Very soon after my iwo
oldes brothers had entered the army, my father planted
in our front yard a tall, neatly trimmed sapling, brought
from our own woods, for a flag pole,~from the top of
which, upon all auspicious occasions, floated a Union

- flag made by my mother.

A few miles west of our place lived many so-~called
‘copperheads, -~ men living in the North who secretly sympa-

- thized with the South and who became offensively bold in

expressing themselves when reverses $0 the Union armies
led them to believe the South might eventually win.
Their conduct was particularly exasperating to loyal

people who had sons or fathers in the Union army, and .

therefore, during such depressing times, our flag was
always afloat.
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Upoh'the particular dayAI mention, father and my-

 self were in a small shed adjoining our front yard, mak-

ing shingles, I was punching holes in each so that a

" nail might be driven when it was laid without splitting

it, and then piling them up. He sat upon a shaving-

- horse, shaping them into proper form, when suddenly we

were -startled by loud, angry, blasphemous words coming

" from the direction of the road before our house; and,

listening for a moment, we realized that the voices were
those of a group of so-called Rebel sympathizers on their

‘way home from a Democratic rally held that day in Dela-

ware, Now, while by no means were all Democrats in the
North then Southern sympathizers, yet nearly all of these
Copperheads voted the Democratic ticket, and we soon dis-

.~ cerned that their anathemas were directed against father

as a staunch Union man and that they intended to tear -

.~ down our flag and destroy the pole.

I was greatly excited and alarmed, and especially
so when I saw them entering the yard. But father rose
from the shaving-liorse, grasped in one hand the shaving

* knife and in the other the heavy frow used for splitting

shingle blocks, and walked over to the flag pole, where

~he stood calmly awaiting their approach. His hair,
which was never closely cropped, wae lightly tossed about
by the breeze; his face wore an expression I had never

before seen there,- determination, I would say, and hat-
red; his right hand, holding the sharp, long drawing

- knife, rested above his head against the pole, ready for

instant use.

He waited until the men were within perhaps ten

. feet of him before he spoke,. when he began to denounce

them as execrable Rebel sympathizers, afraid to go South
and fight on that side but stayed in the North to fright-
en women, children and old men, and continued by saying:

'"The first one of you who comes a step nearer this flag,

I shall, as sure as God gives me the strength, split his

. head to his shoulders!" T shuddered as I watched him,

and 1 shall always remember his heoric outline as he
stood there, ready- to do battle for his country's flag.
For a moment they hesitated, apparently undecided whether

-+~ to go forward or turn back; and then, evidently awed by
.. father's scathing words and menacing attitude, they sud-
. denly turned and went out of the yaxd.

.Their departure was a great relief to me, although

Traftgglqlimbing into their wagons, they whipped their

y
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- "horses into a mad run, yelling, swearing and firing
. pistols into the air - all of which convincing me that,

had they not been really the cowards father had denom—
inated them, they would have assuredly killed him, as

" they were evidently prepared to do if necessary.

Father came back to the shed and -to his work again

- almost as if nothing out of the ordinary had taken place;

but I noticed it was some time before the grim and de-

. termined expression faded from his face and in its place

there returned that kindly, benevolent, affectionate
appearance that naturally made men, women, children and

" even animals trust and love him.

So greatly am I indebted to this affectionate father

" that I feel I ought not permit posterity, by any miscon-

ception of the two instances above related, get the im-

_3:_' pression he was either easily excited to wrath or had
S 7--many personal encounters, for neither is a fact.

The only time in his life while I knew him, and, for

that matter, so far as any tradition handed down relates
that he actually had a personal encounter or, putting 1t ,

- plainly, a fist fight, was also during the civil Var. ‘
-1t was, too, the,culmination of a discussion with.one of -
;o these same Southern sympathizers, living about three
.~ miles west of us,- one John Taylor by name. He was
..~ father's equal in stature, excelled him in weight and,

. perhaps, even -in strength. .

They casually met in Delaware one day, when each was

- fastening his horse to the same hitching rack in front of

a& bakery, next to which was a millinery store, and greet-

" ed each other as was their custom.

Taylor, although married, never had a child, and for

- this reason could not perhaps understand the feeling of a -

man like father, with a family of twelve living children,

ui-.the two oldest of them being sons and in the Union army

|
I+t was almost like a llghted match touched to tow

i.  for one of these Southern sympathizers to meet a Union .
+~ man in those dark days of uncertainty, and especially was
. this true if the latter had sons or relatives in the army,

This fact was abundantly attested when, in less than five

.%  minutes, 'the two were hurling angry words at each other, o
- which were quickly followed by blows. . Their loud voices ' =

brought both the baker and milliner out at once.  The

. former was perhaps less than five feet six and of medium

' .
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weight, while the latter was very tall and surprisingly .
slender. | The first blow aimed at father, when he called -
Taylor a !lying Rebel sympathizer, was warded off and
Taylor's powerful fist landed full upon the nose of his
own horse, causing the blood to fly freely and frighten-
ing the animal almost beyond control. Then the 8lim,

but gallant milliner rushed between the two giant com~

- batants and was instantly shoved by father, with terrif-

ic force, against Taylor, the back of the milliner's head

- striking him in the face. In turn, the enraged Taylor

.shoved him towaxrd father. The milliner, being neither
dressed for such ill-usage nor able to extricate himself,
- was hurled alternately back and forth, his long coat-
tails extending here and there 1udlcrously like the crip-
pled wings upon a great wasp, while he industrlously

- yelled "murder!" and "police!" at the top of his voice,-

. the small baker, more discreet and less bold, looking on

. in helpless astonishment if not merriment.

Soon the town marshal appeared on the scene and
straightened matters out by first rescuing the dishev-
eled milliner, who was almost limp and exhausted from

;.'the bruises received in the ordeal through which he had

just passed. Taylor's nose was still bleeding from the

. bruise produced by the back of the milliner's head.
~.»:7, 'Father was 1ittle the worse for the fray, having only

some scratches inflicted by the milliner while vainly at- Lo

.| tempting to hold on to something in hie swift flight
._-from one combatant to the other, and also a bad tear in =~
. the long tail of the soldier over—coat he wore, received’

" 'in the Bame manner. Learning from the little baker

- .77 what had occurred and how the trouble originated, and
-~ being well acquainted with all the participants, the
-+~ marshal permitted them to go their respective ways with- .
C o out comment

The only witness to the fray from the start was, as-

. 1 bave said ‘before, the little baker, whose discretion

covercame any inclination to interfere; and therefore,

Y this afforded him opportunity safely %o enjoy it all.

i Often thereafter have I seen him hold his sides as he
- laughingly attempted %o imitate the ludicrous spectacle

'”k"of the tall, slim milliner being helplessly shunted back -

‘and forth a8 he yelled for help. Indeed, his coffers
were often, thereafter, enriched by a few pennies, paid

"~ him by my, brother and myself for cookies ostensibly, but

1 'principally that we might again hear repeated the graphlc
. story of” Fhe combat for our entertainment.rj:” , L

! |
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_ It ﬁeeded but the additional evidence of this en-
counter to convince mother that it was unsafe for father
to go alone to town, during the dark days of the war, and

= thereafter she trled always to arrange that some. member
. of the famlly should accompany him,

1 must add, in conclusion that never in my 11fe did

Tﬂ“f'I hear my father use any . vulgar or profane language, al- -

" though on both of the occasions above mentioned it wag !

';iﬁ_unmistakably forceful if not elegant




OBAPTER XII.

THE PASSING OF BOYHOOD.

N Here I am come to that period of transition when
‘I was no {longer a boy nor yet a man. I was sixteen,
- quite large in stature and strong bodily and could in

= most ways do a full-grown man's work.

Geographically, my environment up to this time

was very limited, for but twice had I previously been
" to exceed ten miles from my birthplace,- once to
.. Columbus, Ohio, during the Civil War, to visit a

"cou81n who was located near that city in a military

= camp, and again to Cleveland, Ohio, on & Sunday school
. “pienie excursion, which included an hour's ride on a

- large steamer upon the lake, which was the greatest .

'*ij.event of | my earlier life.

Now;the down on my face wae growing and thickenpf

’1:ing and even coloring, but I was ashamed to go to'a

barber shop and ask for a shave; neither did I have

- any implements for performing the rite at home.
. Also, my ithoughts shyly and most covertly turned to
- the fair ‘sex - not to any one in particular, but in a
e most impersonal and general way.

Now, too, strange and quite pretentious fancles

for a poor farm-boy, occuplied my day dreams of becom—:

ing famous or wealthy; the culmination always to Dbe

- reached while my father and mother lived, so I might

- lay my successes before their astonished and happy
_attentlon.

o These secret musings, always too extravagant and
» impossible of attainment to meet the credulity of

those to whom I might have revealed them, found no

:"lodging dther than in my own fancies,

L Then I was learning how to properly do the many
kinds of work upon the farm, there was a zest to my

,;; 3A1abor which spurred me on, which was now lacking; for
'ﬁ-l now I was much experlenced and soph1sticated in farm

: -‘ . ‘.-7.
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'Tduties,—gcould fell trees, cut and load saw logs,
. split rails, lay up worm fences, handle the scythe,
‘cradle or sickle, stack hay or grain and perform all

. the various kinde of general work on the farm, and

finally, as the crowning evidence of my capability,

.f'_could lay as straight a furrow in plowing as any one.

So, a8 the eariy spring again started the yearly .

round of monotonous duties, I lacked the spirit of

':5¥curiosity and adventure of earlier days. To get up .

in the early daylight, milk the cows, feed the stock;.
~curry and harness the horses before breakfast, then
- hastily despatching that meal, go forth to six hours

 '-of steady grind; go home again; water and feed my
-horses; eat dinner; return to work until six o'clock,

71 . quit for isupper and, after thie, milk the cows; feed
and care for all the stock again,~- had lost much of

' _its earlier glamour for me.

Then, t00, I now began to realize the monotony

.. of the unceasing round of domestic duities performed T
“i..and directed by mother and by other wives and mothers .
- in the neighborhood, and the pitiful economies they
“were forced to practice to make each dearly earned

~. dollar go as far as possible, so that something might

=, be added to the yearly accumulations from the farm. o
# With many this did not result in any addition to their .-
. bpank account, but only slightly retarded the enlarge-
... ment of their constantly increasing indebtedness, which
o must eventually result in the loss of their farm. '

Of course, the farm folk had many things to en--

" joy outside of their duties; for, in the spring, they

heard the early lyric note of the skylark, the cheer—
ful, encouraging chirping of the robin, the ecstatic -
whistle of the bobwhite and: a ‘thousand other delight-

"dfﬂ ful melodies emanating from the wild life - big and

small - about them, -and which swelled to a grand chorus

66,

9f‘fr0m early spring until the threatening snows of Winteriﬁifl,t

- They enjoyed this, too, in a certain way, -
‘especially in the early spring as the chorus was

;“Z;if-newly started; but as their daily grind went on, it
-lost gradually its charm and became as uninteresting

and as little considered as was the air they breathed .

?g é, °? the bright sunshine that lighted their working hours.

!
z
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“."'I1ike a falling curtain before a stage, silenced it for -
" the year. | . . -
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- I earnestly considered all this; and, as I weighed
its material and social reward, it seemed pitlfully

"small and uninviting.

Father, I knew; because 1 had become gstrong and

.- vigorous and quite resourceful in farm activities, was

hopeful that I might remain on the farm; but mother, on

Qﬁ'the contrary, I believe secretly wanted me to continue
.in sohool and fit myself for wider fields. She did
-not say so in terms, but ehe talked of my going to col-

lege in a casual way, and never by word or otherwise

- attempted to persuade me to remalin on the farm.

She had ambition for her children far beyond
their merits perhaps, and every one of them doubt-

e less owed much more %o her than to father for such .

aspirations as they had. But my hesitation about

.. leaving the farm, which I knew would De a great dis-
“appointment to him, caused me much difficulty in

reaching a decision. The harvest season belng now
over and all the manure accumulating in the big barn-
vard hav1ng been hauled out and spread over the land

i’_‘ to be seeded - and which now I was engaged in plowing -~

the time was at hand, I knew, when I must decide, as:

'.5‘ my services on the farm would be less required the
”-ih-remalnder of the year.

As I went the weary rounds behind the plow, I

"gave almost constant consideration as to what de-

cision to make. I think no farm work is more con-

-’:_ducive.tO'meditation than plowing, for holding the

plow while the horses, without the influence of the

7, 'gulding reins - one in the furrow and one on the land -
- would go steadily on, automatlcally stopping at each

corner; and thus did the work regquire but little at-

"t.}'tentlon except to steadily hold the handles of the ,
.-~ plow, I realized also that the life of every farmer
.. I knew was crowded with labor, and in but few instances
- was it rewarded with very substantial pecuniary results
--at the end. Their average'health was perhaps fair,
T but 1little or no better than that of those engaged in

other activities; but their diversions were almost

'°5f_neg11g1ble.

And after repeatedly turning this over in my mind,

T finally, though reluctantly, decided to start to col-
... lege in the fall - perhaps salving my conscience, in
“-making the decision, by determining to devote all my
/.- spare time, morning, evenings and Saturdays, to helping
. in the farm work. - T S :

67.



j( P e e S
. At dinner I bluntly annocunced my declsion, for
~-fear I might let the opportunity pass by, I saw
_g ‘mother was rTeally pleased, while father, who exhib-
:\'% ited no surprise and concealed whatever disappoint-
~ment it may have caused him, offered no objection.
“And now, it being decided, I felt it was "up to me"

~.. to Try to do as well or better than had T remained
f7: on the farm.

w4 At this time, I had no fixed choice of a call-

'“'1ng. As nearly as I can now interpret my youthful
preferences I would say they were about equally
divided between the professions of teaching, preach-
~ing and practlc1ng law. I must say, parenthetlcal-
- ly, that this statement may be a surprise to living
“brothers and sisters, but I was seriously consider-
ing each of them for several years.

That:fall I entered the Chio Wesleyan University
at Delaware, in the senior preparatory department, on -~
" the standing my two years in high school gave. I -
- chose the classical course, embracing both Greek and
s 7w Latin, and which included, also, algebra, geometry,
.("3,;;;3H;‘;,. botany“and chemistry.

I boarded at. home, walking always once, often
twice, each day the distance of two miles to the col-
‘lege recitations and applied myself: diligently to
the work. The tuition was met by & certificate or

’-_recelpt, which had been given father when the college
ST -was founded because of his contributing a certain
~Tfi“¢_f._g;“L amount of money to its establishment; and which per-

s oo mitted his posterity to use it in payment of the
- tuition charges to an equal amount.

I had absolutely no money of my own. Indeed,

during the many years I worked on the farm, I never
drew any|wages except when occaslionally wcrk1ng a few
. days for a neighbor, Only by this means and the

- sale of such pelts as we gathered together in the
winter and that derived from peddllng wild blackber-
ries, raspberries and elderberries in the town, were
my brother Hilton and myself able to accumulate anything -
although, be it said . to my father's credit, we never
appealed {to him in vain for money for anything absolute-
"1y necessary, and even small change was g1ven us upon
demand for spendlng money.
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. ,el;&;f - Up to this time and during this year, I had never‘

worn any garments other than those made by mother, ex-

. cept footwear and some of my headwear. Therefore,

~..7-.= one of the most distressing and possibly depressing

- things 1 had to contend with in college was the incon-

o7 grulty of my clothes as compared with those of most of
... the other students,. Regardless of these discourage-

- .ments, I ipursued my way undauntedly, and at the end of

_ 17 the year wae eaeily promoted to the standing of a fresh-
o.man., :

- The next summer 1 took charge of the farm work,

'fﬁqwi--~again cradled all the wheat - some eight acres; several
- ... 'acres of oats; harvested all the hay and did everything

: e big boy or young man could during the three months,

T \gnd wa.s in superb condition for college egein in the

TR alle. - - o _ :
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OHAPTER XITI.

% AN UNEXPECTED INGIDENCE.

Some two months after college began, one of those
peculiar, inexplicable and utterly unexpected 1ncidente)

© which sometimes change the current of life, disturbed |
. my college plans, and I have never quite been able to

Feconcludelwhether it was beneficial or otherwise.

o In late November, father met one of the directors
. of a school district in a little village some three-
miles west from our place, who was anxiously looking
for a teacher for the coming winter term, which was %o
begin the first of December. In the course of their

- conversation, father casually mentioned my name. - For
~~ some unaccountable reason, the man immediately inquired
.- whether they could get me to teach the term, offering
- forty dollars a month, . with the assurance of first-class:

" board at ten dollare a month

ThlB eV1dent1y pleased father, for he told the man

-e'he would talk it over with me that nlght and let him

- know later. After considering it carefully and dis-

7',_cuesing it with father and mother, and feeling somewhat

complimented by the importunity of this director, I con-
cluded to accept, and the next day all preliminary ar-

- rangements were concluded.

It was necessary to procure a certificate from the

.~ county examining board, of which my former high school
U superintendent was the chairman. Therefore, I appear-.
<. ed before the members:of the board a few days later and’
ﬂ*‘passed, and received permission to teach for the ensu-

" - -ing six months. The more I thought about teaching,
. the more pleased and excited I was, but had I realized

what was actually before me, no wages nor other induce-

o ment could have persuaded me to attempt it.

" There was one young man, who, in the summer time,
~worked with hils father at carpentry, and had been grant-
- ed permission to attend, although he was quite beyond

ﬁ,~;1nthe legal age and three years my senior. There were
L also several boys es well. as - girls, who were in age my-

e
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.~ edqual or more. The schoolroom, which properly and
- comfortably could seat but about thirty-six, was
-+ crowded with the more thdn sixty scholars that pass-
.. -ed into it the first day. The teacher who taught
7% the winter previous had had much trouble in govern-.
.-, ing this school and at the holiday season was dis-
‘ﬁﬁ;'charged for that reason.

1 To make the unpromlsing future more forbidding,
" the three members of the board, having the trouble of

.. pearance just after the 5chool Was called, and there -
...~ peing no vacant seats, stood near the platform where
"t -“the chairman, as spokesman, without further introduc-
- tion, began in a somewhat belllgerent manner to tell
+ - the scholars that the board intended to stand by the
" teacher "through thick and thin" and would expel any -
scholar who failed %o obey such.rules and regulations.
a8 he might make.

T As I noticed the ominous W1nks, nods and signs
- - exchanged among some of the older boys my heart sank
- with dismay and apprehension, and I felt intuitively

ft?ﬁ+7£:J};iG:“ unless something were done at once and while the board ;5f 

<" was present to counteract the unfortunate impression

‘“i-able school was immeasurably increased, if, not made

- 1mp0831b1e. _ o

el i For a moment I stood, almost speechless, follow-
“ - ing the conclusion of the chairman's remarks; then a
-+ happy suggestion came to me whioch seemed to say, stand.
. by your scholars, stand by your‘scholars' And as

“Perhaps no one in this- school is more surprised - -

.~ at this unexpected visit from the school board than am -

71, although it wes doubtless intended for the good of

* the scholars as well as myself, and for this reason I

= . am grateful, But I must say, if I don't like and can't
'f? unfortunate way, I shall certainly no% call upon the

-~ peard to turn any of them out, but w111 walk out myself

" and turn the key back to the board. Therefore, I1- pro-,ﬂ'

.. pose to stand by the scholars as against the school.
B -~ board and everyone else." Then, jokingly, "And, here-
£ ggﬂafter,_ifﬁth?-SOhOIaxs'and myself, jointly, consider

s
LU

.~ the previous winter in mind, I suppose, put in an ap—-"T‘r

" the wisit had ceused, which I assumed the scnolars be—

lieved 1 . was privy to, the task of teaching an accept—";f

;'Jiff; soon as I could carefully control my voice, I said;. -;_

++ trust my scholars and they come to Tegard me in the eme.

{ e



e - the presénce-of the board necessary, I shall send a
. . committee of pupils to invite them to come again,”

For a moment almost absolute silence prevailed,

7 and then everybody, including the school board, laugh-
7. ed, and the first ominous shadow over the school term
<. was happily passed. : : : . :

Suffice it to say that I concluded the term ‘quite

- to the general satisfaction and approval of the neigh-
. porhood, - To me, however, it was one of the most -try-.
" “.ling experiences of my life, Night after night T lay
- awake, tossing, thinking and arranging until after
' 'midnight, how to turn aside impending difficulties.
.~ Qould I have ¢quietly gotten »id of a half-dozen of the.

-”-Ji‘most troublesome of the sixty scholars, my work would

-;gg;have been infinitely easier;-but I could not and did
" not seriously consider.that course, for these needed . -
-~ schooling perhaps more than any equal number in the =
-7 school, ¢ - e T LT T e
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R IR U CHAPTER XIV.

MY FIRST JOUHNEY FROM HOME.

-ﬁ fk Tt was an indescribable relief, when the term
" "closed without serious trouble and with the general .
_".. approval of the school board and neighborhood.

c Followlng a few days rest, before returning to
". 'school as I had intended, I suddenly decided to make
“a trip to the XKansas frontler. This came about per-.
- haps because the son of a neighbor of ours had gone
. there several years. previously .and had apparently
.. -done guite well, and it was often talked about in
.. our nelghborhood And now I had more money - an
- even ninety dollars, after paying my board - than I
had ever had in my life before. And to the regret
. of my mother especially, and possibly my father, I
- investedi some twenty dollars of the funds I had in

+:. as far as Illinois, where I stopped for several
" weeks v151ting relatives, I proceeded to Kansas.

S It 1s surprising how money vanlshes when one is
S traveling. After T paid my fare to Illinois, spent -
.. a dollar here and there and then bought a ticket to
-1 Topeka, Kansas, and from that city to the town of
~- - Burlingame, a little farther on, I had but five dol-
- . lars and some odd change out of the #120 I had re~- .
' celved for my winter's work o , :

T I was a thousand mlles from home,\ln a wind-swept
5= 7 country, upon whose rolling prairies the young gress,
. under the encouraging influence of the bright, spring . -

. endle&s,; tiny ripples and waves as the wind hurried
“: over it in its race to the North. = I was strongly fas-

= that passed the car w1ndow as I traveled from Topeka
.. to Burllngame. :

‘ T In an hour we reached the town where, of all the
"?ﬁfﬁ'f;few ‘$housand _people the state then contained, the only
- .one I knew was supposed to 1ive.,; I was lonesome,l

#

N .

e outfitting, and with my sisier Flla accompanying me b5375“"*

i - sunshine) was then just attaining a height to exhibit - o

" cinated by the wide, unsettled reaches of the panorama '~



" homesick and bitterly regretful I had come. However,
-1 went directly from the depot to the Post 0ffice,

-if‘carrylng my big valise which I had bought purposely
7 for the trip - having been informed by the person from
~. whom I purchased it that it was made of sole-leather,

but which the travel scars, even this short distance,

~ .. had shown me was but a poor, cheap imitation, made of

< “thick pasteboard thinly covered with imitation leather.

It looked to me then. just as I felt,- very cheap- and

'*;_1nconsecuent1al.

- Then I reached the Post Office, I boldly inquired’
-at a window for ¥r. Mason, and being informed he was
in, I asked to see him. He recognized me at once, a8

~wv- 4T did him, although he was at the time double my age,
.- - at least. His greeting, however, was more formal and

.- less cordial than T had hoped, for, while so much his

~. junior, I had come directly from the neighborhood of

< his birth, where his family gtill lived.. It is pos-
. .8ible, however, that this impression may have been the

result of my depressed spirits rather than the effect
of his greetlng, for he was naturally a rather undemon-
- stratlve;man.

After inquiring about his family and their neigh—

S vors, he asked me what I had in mind, and T told him I

wanted to get something to do while I was looking

. ~about. This gave him the opportunity offexplainiﬁg '

the situation, and he informed me frankly that the

f'fﬂjcountry was filled with people looking for jobs in

~town; but, if one wanted to get work on a ranch (I
‘belleve that wae the first time I had ever heard that
" term applied to what we called a farm, in Ohio), he

" had no doubt but that a place could be easily found;
“and then he went on to say that but the day before a

man named Oliver, who owned a large ranch about four

v-f,l miles out of town, was in looking for farm help, adding
- that Mr. Oliver was highly regarded and very reliable. .

; The vision of that solitary five dollars in nmy
- pocket as the only remaining barrier between me and
actual and humiliating want caused me to ask the

privilege. of .leaving my valise with him while T im-
mediately walked out to. interview Mr. Oliver.,  He

V"f graciously assented and gave me minute directions

. ~how to get there.‘ R

o




_ That walk was a most memorable one, and had it not
. © been for my straitened ¢ondition financially, it would L
..~ have been a very interesting and pleasing oneé; for as I .. =
o briskly walked along the winding wagon-trail, which . :
' seemed to have been made for no other reason than be-~
" cause of the whim of the first one who drove in that
.~ direction, the green grass, reaching and waving away in
‘I every dlrectlon, seemingly to Infinity, almost entirely -
-~unrestrained by fences, was a most wonderful sight. I
. -+ carried my coat on my arm and occasionally doffed my
~ hat to the grateful breezes as they passed me swiftly
... :.on their way ever to the North, whither the prevailing .
... winds of Kansas blow, as if bent upon arriving at the.
~: ice fields to become cooled again,

S I left my friend at perhaps half-past ten, in the -
e 0 town of Burlingame, and before noon I easily reached
Soes . - the Oliver ranch - only to be again disappointed by L
o7 being informed by Mrs, Oliver that her husband had RS
.. found a "hand" but the day before. I+t waes possibly o
- - the disappointment she noticed in my face that caused
- her, very graciously and kindly, to say, "Lunch is just
~ready and Mr. Oliver will soon be in. Will you not e
- o o stop and eat with us and talk with him?" I readily SO
S Lo 07 accepted, for I was young, hungry and discouraged; all
oo 77 my bright fancies of a clerkship or other agreeable em-
-~ 'ployment in town were gone; and now, even a chance for
= T working on a farm seemed remote. L

T e . Shortly after, the men-folk came in, there belng
o %wo of the Oliver brothers, each six feet or more tall,
. rather raw-boned and over forty, and the two "hands,"
.77 one being the man employed the day before.. By a word
.77 " aside to her husband, HMrs. Oliver had evidently explain-
- ed my presence, and as they gathered at the table, he
... pointed to a seat, kindly bidding me %o join them.
<. During the meal, not a word was said about employment
L= or my knowledge of farm work, but general inquiries )
. were made as to how long 1 had been in the country and
.. whether I had friends or relatives in Xansas; all of
.w:-~  Which I answered, and also explalned my frlendly rela- .
e tions w1th Nr. Mason. .

T A%t the conclu81on of the meal +the men and nyself
- went into the yard, where the elder Oliver asked me if
I could milk. I erplalned I had been raised on a
- farm and had done much of the milking from childhood..
-+ ""Well," said he, "this young man," pointing, "whom I
AT 'ﬁengaoed yesterday, said he could milk, but we find he :
TR 1s by no means  an expert and 1t 1s questlonable wnether S
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he will duit us. . So if you are quite sure you can do

:;_a full share in milking thirty cows, I think I will
let him go and give you a chance.” '

I protested at his offer to dischHarge the othexr

.~ man to give me the place - although I was confident I
~ . ecould fill the requirements he spoke of, so far as
" milking was concerned — for I feared the man might be
" in ad unfortunate condition as myself financially.

But the man stated that he was perfeotly willing I
should take his place. 8o it was settled that I

- should remain for the night, %o show my aptitude in

milking,gand if I were satisfactory, I could stay at’

>llars per month, with board and washing, and
. the next day when they went to town they would bring
- out my valise. = - - o ' L , o

] . F’ '




R employee|in the milking.
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OHAPTER XV.

How curiously things sometimes happen. Here
I had secured a job, in what then seemed the most
dire extremity, because I could quite well do one of
- the most detestable tasks I learned to perform in my
boyhood on the farm. - ;

That evening, just before dark, when the fliés
were less disturbing, thirty cows were driven into a
"Kansas corral," on one side of which was a long shed
covered by prairie hay; and along one side of this
- shed numerous stanchions were buili, into each one of
- which a cow, which could not be well managed other-
- wise, was fastened so it could be milked.

With overalls furnished me to protect m& best
clothes, |I joined the two Olivers and their other

I wés on trial, and that fact, coupled with the

extremity to 'which I had come, accentuated by the
horrible: thought that, should I fail, I might have to

- appeal to my good father for money even to return
- home upon, caused me to milk as I had never done be-

- fore. 1 remembered also the admonition I had often
" heard from my parents when a boy,- "be sure to milk
- each cow:dry;" because the last coming from the udder

. was always the richest. ‘And therefore I did my work.

f"‘rapidly and thoeroughly.

. It was the height of the milking season, When
the cows were fresh and the mutritious, succulent
young prairle grass was overwhelmlngly abundant.

Each of us had a milk pail, and on a platform just
outside the corral were two very large kettles, each
holding, I would guess, twenty gallons; and when a
pail was:filled it was emptied into one of these,
which, when also filled, was carried to a cellar and
sbrained into a long, shallow vat which stood par-
tially immersed in a receptacle of cold water. At
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the end of the milking, it was found I had done a full
share, and I could see that my employers were both sat-
jsfied and pleased, for the total of the mlilk that eve-

~ning was fully up to standard, showing that my work had
been thoroughly done. ‘

T slept that night in my underclothes, in a bed,

 with the other regular hired man, in a small house
originally used as a place to press cheese, It was
- perhaps eight feet wide and ten feet long, with shing-

led Toof and the sides and.floor of unpainted boards, ~

- all in the rough. I describe this 1little bullding

because it was there, for a little more than six months, -

I slept every night.

Youth learns more assuredly, if not readily, by
experience than in any other way, and this period spent

" with the Olivers was in many ways very helpful to me.

The two brothers, both well educated, before coming fto °
Kansas, lived in New York state and together founded
and operated an academy for young ladies and men,- a
sort of preparatory school, I think, to fit them for
college. The younger of the two was more than forty,
but was still a bachelor. The elder had been married

" for many years, their children consisting of three
girls, who I would guess were respectively fifteen,
‘thirteen and six, and one boy about three.' Another

girl was born while I worked there.

They were of Scottish extraction, Presbyterian by

~ church preference, and were cultivated gentlemen.
. Mrs., Oliver was a gracious, delightful little woman, a
. great worker and manager and a most prudent and watch-

ful mother, Exactly how she managed to perform her
manifold 'duties so smoothly, patiently and uncomplain-
ingly has always been a wonder to me. She was assist—
ed in many waye, of. course, by the two older girls, who
also did much outside work such as driving the cattle
out to graze in the morning and bringing them back in

the evening,. Each had a pony, and they rode as swift—

i1y, gracefully and nonchalantly as skilled cowboys,

-either in the saddle or bareback.

The language, manners and social etiquette of this
family were interesting and instructive to me; for
everything seemed to be done as unconsciously, certain-

. ly as unpretentiously, as were their breathing or any

.othe:_involuntary movements, - :
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... derstand and appreciate each other, I learned the sad
- 8tory of his unfortunate domestic relations and how he

©"  his unfaithful wife.

”

They never inquired sbout my antecedents, nor how -
much I had gone to school, nor by what chance I had
come to Kansas, but accepted me upon the plain I had

- made for myself when I applied for the job, - that of |
- . "hired man.

It was with much rather whimsical interest 1

heard the older girls discuse with their father or

uncle problems of different kinds encountered in theix RS
school work, especially in mathematics, as they were

.- then beginnere in algebra; for, with all these, I was
""" freshly and thoroughly familiar,

Here I must especially introduce my bed- and room-

'mate, William Rollinson by name. He was perhaps fif-

teen years my senlor, of about my own height and
weight, sandy complexioned, of Noree extraction, and a
most faithful and intelligent worker, With the elder
Oliver, he ocarried on the dairy work, including the
taking oare of the msny oalves they were raising by
hand and|also quite & number of pmgs which were being
largely fed on buttermilk, N

: Soon after my arrival, and when we had come to un-

was finally forced to procure a legal separation from

He had but 1little schooling, although he possess-—

. ed a very good mind and a strong, olear voice for sing-
" ‘ing which he was very proud to exhibit. In a little,

. neighborhood Sunday school, he led the singing, al-

.~ though he knew nothing about notes and could only lead -
. in such songs as he had previously learned the tunes to.

Not long after my coming, a new singing book was

1‘53 Lintroduced into the Sunday school, which greatly dis-
- turbed Rollinseon, for until he could learn the new
. tunes, he was, as a singing leader, entirely hors de

combat. . Some of the songs 1t contained I knew in the
East, and while my voice was in nowise the equal of

... . his, yet 1 could, by humming them, teach him the "Bwing,
C 80 he could soon sing them much betiter than I.

For| several years previous to my leaving Ohio,

' each winter, in the country schools, a Cerman named
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Goff gave singing lessons. He led the singing, or
rather accompanied it, with a violin which he played
perhaps accurately but I never thought very musically. .

80.

In any event, he was & very painstaking instructor, ‘V;j,,ﬂg;T”

and every scholar who at all applied himself soon

" T1earned the notes and was able to Tead MuUESio. Thus

I was able to teach these new tunes to Rollinson, and .
hence his difficulties were happily solved; for,

.~ thereafter, until the school had learned them all,

. each Sunday he would introduce and practice a new one,ﬂe
' until all were learned.

After a hard day'e work, plowing or cultivating

" gorn in the heat of the sun and drying wind, I would

. sometimes fall asleep while our lesson was going on,
but he never awskened me; on the contrary, as gently
and delicately a8 if he were my father, he would un-

. dress and put me to bed without my having the elight-'»

" est knowledge of hie kindly action until the next
- morning.

Believing that I was, as compared with himself,

B quite learned in a bookish way, he evidently exagger— . .

ated my future prospects and seemed to want to take

" for, before I left the Oliver's, he proposed to furn-

" . igh'me money. for that purpose and wrote me later to
. -the same effect.

o ’ He was, regardless of his unfortunate domestic
-~ trouble, amply able to do this, for in addition to an
“eighty-acre ranch he owned, he had quite a 1ittie cash

"~ in bank and some loaned out, but of course I ocould not
~accept his kindness; for then, and years thereafter,

;fr[my future looked not nearly so promising to me as it
- evidently did to him. S

_ We corresponded for some time after I left, but
as the months went by, our exchange of letters became

T less frequent and finally oceased altogether, A peri-

- od of more than fifty years elapsed before 1 again
' heard from him..  This came about in rather a strange

- . Way.

My slster Ella, who wag married and whose husband's

S name was Carter, lived for quite a long while in Olathe,
" Kensas, end for a number of years had 1ived near, end . -

" . some financial interest in helping me through college; ...



- was quité well acquainted with Rollinson. One day
she casually mentioned my name in his presence, which
caused him to make inquiry as to my identity. And R
thus was 'revealed the fact that her brother was, fifty
years previously, the youngster who shared the diminu-
tive sleeping quarters in the 1little cheese-press -
. house in:Kansas. ' " )

B The surprise of Rollinson and my eister was _

- mutual, and both immediately wrote me regarding it.

In August of that year, my wife and myself, in a trip -
to the East, visited my sister, who took us to the
Rollinson home. He must have then been more than
eighty. ! No longer were his steps springy as of old;

his hair was white, his form slightly bent, and his
beard, which now grew uncurbed by scissors or razor, .
. thickly covered his face and reached down and rested
upon his breast. This gave him the venerable appear- -

- ance of a patriarch, which indeed he was, When we

met in his yard, he grasped my hand and intently look-

- ed into my face for a moment and then, as recognition

. lighted his eyes, like a patriarch of old, he embraced

- me and imprinted a kies upon my check with the pleas-
ure and fervor of a father whose long-absent son had -

: " ,just returned.

A few evenings later, upon the invitation of a
Mre. Davis, residing in Kansas City, he and I dined
and spent a delightfully reminiscent evening at her

ﬁ":ﬁi.homa;? for she wae none other than that sweet, hoyden-
' .ish young horseback rider of whom I have epoken,~ Miss. ..

- Ella Oliver, of fifty years before - now become a dig-
. nified and most charming matron, mother and grandmother, -
a8 well as a gracious hostess, P

The slx months I spent in the employment of the

a!’_Olivers I have always considered as one of the most
. valuable experiences of my earlier life. It taught
" me self-reliance and courage in adversity. The very

- and careful consideration that has served me well

. extremity to which I was reduced when I arrived there
gave to all my future expenditures of money a restraint

. throughout 1ife. For, as I milked the cows, followediﬁ

the plow and went the weary rounds of general work on
the ranch, 1 often looked back over the six weeks be-
tween the time I had received the money for my teach- -
- ing the winter previous and my arrival at the Olivers,
. and could see how unthoughtfully and quite foolishly -

PRI



I spent money here and there which did me no good and
might have been more profitably saved.

The immediate effect of these ruminations is showm
~ by the fact that, during the term of my employment, I
actually spent upon myself less than $2.00,- $1.25 for
a cheap pair of plow shoes, 25 cents for a chip hat and
50 cents for a ticket to VanAmberg's Show, where with
the entire Oliver family I went on one occasion. © This
reminds me also of a curious and somewhat interesting

o fact; - that after these few expenditures, my five dol-

lar bill 'still remained intact and was almost sacredly °
regarded as a talisman against future misfortune.

. However, one day the elder Oliver, just as he was
starting to town, asked me if I had any change I could
spare, and I produced and handed him this lone five
dollars. ; During the entire period of my employment, I
did not ask for, nor did he offer to pay, any part of
-~ my accumulating wages. When the first month and then
the second passed without the mention of payment, I
talked the matter over with Rollinson, who I knew had
worked for them for many years, and he explained that
it was their custom, at a stated period each year, to
pay the wages and generally adjust their business af-
~fairs for the year; and that, in the meantime, if I
- needed any clothes or other necessities, they would
‘arrange to supply them. He also assured me I need
.have no fear that I might not receive my wages.

At the end of my six months, including the five
dollars and a dollar earned by working on the Fourth of
July binding oats -~ which had been cut by a dropper and
it was feared might be spoiled by rain unless it were
bound and shocked - there was due me the total sum of
' $126.00. | -
Binding oats on that Fourth of July, reminds me
- that the prairies and fields of Kansas, at that early
- time, were Infested with rattlesnakes, and not infre-
- quently cattle, horses and dogs were bitten, and, per-

haps only less frequently, people. On this particular

. day, while we were binding, I narrowly escaped myself:

I had just gathered up and was putting the band about a
© bundle of oats, when a vicious noise advised me one was
+ . near. The rattle was somewhat muffled at the start,
. . and Rollinson, who was binding near, heard it also and
- both of ug stood still trying to discern the point from .

&2,
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which the noise came,- for, to move without knowing

'fﬁ.this, was more hazardous than to remain quiet,. In a

By moment , however, the noise increased, and just then the
~ sinuoue body of a two-foot rattler slid ominously from
- the bundle of oats I held and dropped near my feet as I

_ sprang aside.

Several of the domestic animals on the ranch were.
bitten while I was there; and one day, while Rollinson

. -..and I were repaliring a fence across a small stream o
. .flowing through the ranch, we witnessed a curious bat-
" 41le between a large rattler and a Shepherd dog. We 7.

© heard the dog barking on the bank of the creek a short
distance from us, and went to learn -what the trouble

”'1 was., On the edge of a still, deep pool the rattler

- was colled ready to strike, while the dog bounded about -
-1t, out of reach, savagely barking - evidently for the

purpose of getting the snake to straighten out so he

might spring in, seize it and break its back before it

 :, could strike.

We threw some missiles at the snake, which fell,

.incidentally,near the dog, causing the latter, in
.vavoiding them, to move further from the snake,ewhich
- immediately took advantage of the dog's distance to
.uncoil and glide into the water. The pool was some
. thirty feet wide, and the dog instantly sprang in in
~pursuit,: His snakeship swam less rapidly than he
- could move on the ground, and the leap of the dog land-
- ... . ed him so near it that it instantly coiled and struck
w.oi-the dog on the side of the face,

- The pitiful cries of the dog showed how instantly
..and unbearably painful were the punctures made by the

cruel, - venomous fangs. After striking, the snake

_f'glided swiftly into the thick brush on the opposite
. - 8ide of the creek and escaped. In a short time, the

dog's head was swollen almost beyond belief and we

c» . feared he must die. However, we plastered fresh mud
7. .upén the wound and, later, applied such other lotions
- as we thought would be beneficial. With these, aided
- by his own intuitive attentions, he recovered.

On another occasion, just after the famlly had

eaten dlnner and we were standing in the yard near the

door, the young son of the Olivers, in his bare feet,
was standing in a foot-path near his father, when the

R 1atter notlced a Tattler coiled, ready to strike him.

!
,i*
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) He reached out one of his long, strong arms, grasped_ |
R the 1i%tle fellow by the shoulder and lifted him out
of its reach just as the snake struck a.nd thus Bav-
- ed him from possible dea.th. e
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OHAPTER XVI.

, ' The termination of my service at the Olivers was
" caused in a most unexpected way to me as well as them,.
- for I had by this time become quite at home and falrly
- contented and was seriously considering working on, '
- saving my money and eventually buying a ranch for my-

-i"-‘self.* For land was then very cheap, and, unless ex-

ceptionally well located or was bottom land, could be

gotten for from three to ten dollars per acre; and a

- very little farther west, could be homesteaded or pre-— .

- empted at government prices. About the first of Sep~
tember, a letter was received from my brother Harvey,

who lived on a farm near Saybrook, Illinois, stating

that he had applied for and obtained the consent of .

the school board in his district, to employ me to teach

. the ensuing winter and summer school and requesting .

- me to let him know at once if I would accept. The

‘wage, he said, was to be fifty dollars per month and I‘ o

f ‘.cou1d board with his family. Such an inviting Pros- " jj-~33

- pect I felt I could not turn: aside, and mailed my .,if'rﬁw‘

. acceptance at once.

. Thus, again, the drift of my life seemed to be
curiously determined by a mysterious force entirely

" without my volition.

I advised the Olivers of my changed plans and

. that at the end of my working month - then quite near,-

1 wished to leave. 1 was somewhat surprised and cer--° ..
tainly not ill-pleased at the regret expressed by the
brothers at my determination. The elder brother, IR
- however, informed me he would arrange at once for my % - . -
wagee, and upon the day before I was to leave he R

,: “brought me his personal note for the entire sum of

$126, which he told me I would receive the money upon';""inﬁu
by presenting it at the bank in Burlingame, with which- -~
he had arranged for that purpose and whioh reaulted as

_.a'fizthe eaid.

T )
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This cultured and educated family, whose language

. and manners bespoke good breeding, and whose associ-

ations with me, even in the capacity of hired man,
(although all of us ate at the same table and in many
ways I was treated as a member of the family) was very
helpful to me. They were a large family, yet every
one, big and small, joyfully and, doubtless, healthily
. participated in the various labors the management of
the ranch imposed. ” :

After receiving my money, and with my big, shoddy’
valise again in the care of Mr. Mason at the Post 0f-
fice, I suddenly became obsessed with the idea of mak-~
ing a hasty trip to Newton, Kansas, which was then the
terminus of the Santa Fe Railroad and was very widely |
advertised throughout Kansas and the East generally,
because 1t had become the point from which the cattle,
driven from Texas to the North, were then largely
. shipped. Therefore, I purchased a ticket to the new
station of Newton, which I reached that afterncon.

It was about eighty miles Southwest of Burlingame

- and was rapldly becoming the rival of Abilene, on the -
Union Pacific, which, up to this time, with the excep~

tion of Baxter Springs, in thé extreme Southeastern

. part of the state, had been the point from which were

shipped the countless cattle being driven tip from
Texas and held to fatten on Xansas grass and then were

. gent to market.

: I arrived at Newton, as I recall it, about three
~ in the afternoon, It was certainly an uproarious
hamlet. Its sole water supply consisted of a well in

" the center of its principal street — then some 600 feet .

long -~ which was lined on either side, from the little
temporary depot Northward, with board-and-batten
buildings, newly finished or in process of construc- -

o fion. Nearly all of these were used - many before
- "completion - as saloons, dancing halls, gambling dens
- .and kindred frontier attractions. It is possible
- there was a grocery or a general store, but if so I do
- not recall i%t, and must have had as its chiefest at-
“fractions liqueor, gambling or .dancing. '

-+ . The first graveyard of the town had been most S
' suspiciously and, I might say, generously started the
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saturday night previous by the sudden demise of six
men, whose lives had been snuffed out in a few mo-
ments in a gambling-house brawl. I think the spot
where they were buried, with their boots and clothes
on, in crude, wooden boxes hastily nalled together,

"is still pointed out as a -somewhat gruesome but in-

disputable evidence of the lively as well as deadly
activities of the early days and nights of the now
reputable and prosperous city of Newton.

At|the time of which I write, neither the town
nor the county was organized, the only semblance of
authority appearing in the person of one man, ap-
pointed by the governor as a peace officer. What-

ever restraint his presence exercised upon the inhab-

‘{tants must have come from the badge of hie authority,

for nine out of ten of the male inhabltants carried
conspicuously, in their holsters or hip pockets, ‘
abundant warning to all concerned that each was a law:

'_unto himself.

_ There was but one casualty - for 1t was said %o

be a quiet, uneventful evening - the night I spent in
the town. I heard the report of the gun, but did

not see the shooting, which took place in a.gambling '
house diagonally across from the place where I sat in
front of the building in which I had engaged lodglng
for the night. Indeed, several shots were fired in
rapid succession, though this in itself &ignified but
little, for every few moments reports of pistol shots

. were heard in some direction,- usually fired by yell-

ing cowboys arriving or departing from the town and
shooting at signs or into the air in the exuberance
of their feelings upon arriving again in civilizationfé@

after the many dreary days on the trail frem Texas.

The effect of the shooting just referred to was

© . evidenced a little later by a burly man backing out
" of the door of the -place where 1% had occurred, drag-
~ ging by its long halr the limp form of a smaller man,

clothed in black pants, shiny shoes and long-tailed
coat of the same color, buttoned well up in front,

. and about whose throat was tled a flashy necktle, the”" 

loose ends of which lay limply upon his breast. And
in the same manner he brought it out did he drag it ‘
into the center of the street where he left 1t, after
giving. it a contemptuous and vicious kick, and re-
entered the saloon.  In.a moment he came out again
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 ’carrying a very broad-brimmed hat, which he tossed
* ' toward the prostrate body, and again went into the
~° saloon. : . R

The garb of the still figure lying in the street,

~ which one might think would be only worn by a frontier

parson, I was informed was a style much affected by

 gamblers and frontier fakers in those days. Whether

the man was dead or died later, I never learned, for

I left the towvn the next morning by the early train;

" but. he was soon borne by persons who gathered about

 him into another place across the street,

After arriving in the town, I looked with almost

- fearsome amazement upon the scenes it presented; for

I was but nineteen, a stranger amongst almost unbe-

' ;1ievab1e conditions, and certainly in an equally

strange country. g

The newness of the plaée was shown by the fact

- that the surface of its only street was absolutely un-
- marred by plow or scraper, and the prairie grases,
~while much trampled by the feet of horses and men,

still struggled for existence. Even about the new

" curb surrounding the only well, was ' spread the fresh

soil thrown out in its digging, and in every direc-—
tion, north, south, east and west, as far as eye could
see, stretched the endless reaches of grass-covered
prairies, untouched by the plow and unbroken by human

h'rhabitation,— although, here and there, in many direc-

tions, myriads of dark, moving specks could be seen,

9’_indicating the location of the many droves of Texas
cattle held about the town awaiting sale and shipment..
"1 remember, also, as our train approached the town

from the east, small bands of antelope, frightened by
the noise it made, moving swiftly and gracefully away
into the distance, their white, bobbing rumpe still
being visible when the: somber color of their bodies

"fwaS'blend?d into the general landscape.

It wés certainly the outpost of settlement in

southern Kansas at the time. |

That 'evening I walked up and down the short but
almost crowded street of the 1little town, -~ going
into or looking through the open doors of some of the
many houses fronting on either side - and what scenes I
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viewed! I saw men seated about great, round cloth~

covered gambling tables - before each a stack of red,

‘white and blue chipe, as well as gold, silver and cur- o

rency, while in the center, awaiting disposition by

. the God of Chance, or perhaps the more potent influ-
ence of the "bluff" concealed behind the imperturbable
‘cheek of a profeesional gambler's stoie countenance,

were even greater piles of cdsh - more money, indeed,
by far than my young, inexperienced eyes had ever: be- B

_‘_fore beheld

lhere were all kinds of alluring gambling devices, '
each presided over by a skilled agent of the house;
and at his hand, in plain sight of every one, were

' stacks of orlght vellow gold piecee and also piles of

e

- .crisp, new bills, evidently for the purpose of excit--
" ing the cupidity of gazers-on.

Brazen music and the raucoue voices of brazen

.~ ‘men, and even wore brazen women, added to the almost
. demoniacal excitement prevailing in the place; and
. crowding about every game of chance, stood cowboys,

whose broad sombreros, chaps and spurs, sunburned
faces and parched llpS indicated their exposure to the-

' hot sun and drying winds on the long trail up. Many ﬁ|

of these, having received -their pay for the drive,’ now

~ gambled 1t away, always at losing odds, as nonchalant-
ly as if it were really trash, to be diSpoéed of quick- .
-1y, Their laconic words, voiced in thet delightfully -
-musical southern drawl, expressed no regret and they

- chaffed each other mercllessly as one after the other '

-~ on one side near the north-west corner of the room, he . -
would, like myself, have particularly noticed four men’

. -gambling about a smaller %table, for the actions of one. =
. of these must have attracted his attention. He was }
.~ rather a stocky, medium-sized man, with smooth-ghaven, .
. .square face, his long, thick, black hair combed

;- straight back behind his ears, forming a sort of

~ fringe about his neck and coat collar, His peculiar
actions, however, were his most distinguishing feature, -

'rfziwas duly fleeced.

- Had any reader stood near me in a gambling den,

for the room wae filled with strange people, many of

. them Surangely dressed and all engaged in what to me

= were very strange pursuits. He seemed, however, to

- -be losing, for each time the chips and money in the
. center ofs the table were raked in by one of his com- == ..
panions, he would swear wickedly and then resoundingly = .

.........




~

-

- - bump the back of his head against the board wall, un-
"7 %11 one would think it must be cruelly bruised, and
- doubtless it would have been but for hie thick, pro-
*tecting hair,

= On the train back to Burlingame the following day, .
.- ‘which was quite crowded, I sat with a stranger in the
. front seat of the car, the entrance to which was cut
. off when the car door was opened, as 1t was at the

approach of every station. Four men occupied the two

" . geats next ours, the backs of which had been turned so
. they faced each other, and to my surprise, one of .

- these was the curiously acting gambler of the previous ..
_ night. | 3

]

I could hear but remnants of their conversation
when the train was going full speed, but when it
slacked or stopped, all they said. When we were but
a few stations-<gbuth of Burlingame and the train had

- slackened preparatory to a stop, I heard this gambler

say to his companions, "It served him right and he de-

served to be shot!"  Thom he referred to, of course I -

did not know, but I assumed it was the victim of the
night previous, or one of the six killed the Saturday

- ‘evening before. In any event, the man who sat di-
. rectly opposite him and who, all the way up, 1 had not, s

heard utter a single word, instantly drew his right-

“hand from his side, grasping a pistol which he point-

ed directly into the gambler's face (and incidentally -

- toward me, for my seat was direoctly behind}, and an-

grily and most icily exclaimed, "You are & d——-—d

- liar, sir! That man was my friend and no one can

glander him in my presence now that he 1s dead. Take
your lying words back instantly or I will fill your
dirty carcass full of lead and send your perjured soul
directly  to settle with himl"

I cxouched dovn below the range of his gun, as
did alsoithe stranger beside me, although he was in
mach less danger; yet doubtless he thought the shoot-
ing might become general. Fortunately, the gambler
quickly and most abjectly swallowed hls provoking
words and humbly apologized, and by the time the train

had stopped, the trouble seemed 10 have passed,  How-.

ever, I was most heartily glad to 1eave the car, a few

- miles farther, at Burlingame.‘w

- ~

90,




|
|
Before closing the story of my experiences at
Newton, I must refer to the night I spent in the

. “hotel in this spirited, young, frontier town. I -
.. -8lept - or perhaps occupied would be the proper word, -
_for I slept but little -~ in a bed in the only bedroom

the hostelry contained, which occupied the entire
space in the upper story and was perhape 25 by &0

 feet in extent.

] - . .
It was reached by an open stairway leading from -

the floor below, which landed directly in the rToom.
About the room, with their heads to the wall, were

some forty. beds, half on one and half on the other
side. This left a rather wide passageway down the

~middle, and between adjoining beds a small space,.

perhaps three feet wide, wae also left to give pas- .o
sage to and from each Dbed. Every bed was double,

and, as lodging was in great demand, was always oC-
cupled by two. No closet or other place being pro-

. vided for one's clothes, he was compelled to hang

them on nails near hié head or dispose of them

- otherwise as he thought best, I folded mine and

placed them under my pillow, for in my pants pocket
was all the money I possessed.

I retired quite eaily and before any of the many .’..”3 .

other occupants of the beds that night, but I could

not sleep - at first, because of the boisterous

noises coming from the lower story and from the

street, and, later, for the reason that every few ST
moments a lodger would come in, ushered by the night |

clerk to the bed to which he had been assigned, and,

later still, by reason of the incongruous noises made

" . by sleepers snoring in many keys, or by the squeaking
of beds when restless occupants turned and sighed be-

cause they could not 'sleep.

The man who shared my bed came in quite late,

'~ and as he undressed and prepared to get in, I lay o
i . very still, entirely on my side of the bed, with one -
i - hand under my pillow secretly grasping my precious

pocketbook. I cannot say that I slept at all, for

Lif so, it was in short naps from which I was soon

awakened; and, at the first sound in the room below,
I arose, dressed and went down. Never, so far as I
know, before or afterwards, did I meet my bed-mate;

k,f:neither'can I now recall another so restlessly and ST
.. sleeplessly spent as was that night in thls new, = '~ '
©o - frontier hotel. .~ . . . oo 0
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OHAPTER XVII.

Aftér reaching Burlingame, I again visited my o
friend Mason, thanked him for what he had done and - °~ - .~

Tf~'b1d him good bye, taking the next train for Kansas
- . City and thence, by way of 8%t.Louis, started for

Illinois. At St.TLouils, our train being too late to -
catch the connecting train for Bloomington, Illinois,
I was compelled to stay over night. At that time,
St.Loulis was one of the busiest and most prominent .
clties in the West. It did a great water business

. up and down the Mississippl and Missouri rivers, and

also by rail to the West, South, East and North, and o
here congregated people of every strata of human life, -
from men of the highest standing down to the lowest

s dregs, - the flotsam and jetsam, the thugs, toute and‘ff;*;f' f:'f
' derelicts of the frontier. _ _”¥f;gilyg"

It was dark when the train stopped, and the depot ff}fﬁ

- within and without, eeemed crowded with shouting hack- T
"~ men; many of them With Taucous voices and sinister - e

1ooks, - one of them even grasping my valise as if I

.2 had asked him to take it. Instinctively I warded -
7 them off, and finally perceiving a vehicle standing at

"% . the curb, with a long body and a seat running along
v either slide, I voluntarily got in and took a seat.

I knew not a single soul nor the name of any

- hotel in the city, and when the driver came in 0 col- - .
... lect fares and ingquire where I wished to go, I hesi-
s tated with embarrassment, for I did not really know.

He noticed this, and glibly told me he would take me

=i %0 a nice hotel if I would leave it to him, His very
- looks and actions aroused my suspicions, but what
— - could I do! Near me sat a benevolent 1ooking o0ld _
—: gentleman, who had evidently overhesrd the conversa- - = .
= tion, noticed my embarrassment and guessed my inex- .
“”‘perience in the city; for he kindly inquired whether -
... 1 was a stranger and unacquainted in the city; and T
”]{,‘when his ausploion wa.s confirmed by my answer, he said, A
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. You muet be very careful whom you trust or where you
-~ stay in this city. There are many respectable, cheap’ ‘
. hotels, but I advise you to insist upon going to the .- o
. Planter House, one of the best in the city. It will - .

- .. cost you a 1little more, but you will be comfortable.

.~ and ‘absolutely safe." | L : S

I 1 thanked him and followed his advice, but when -

“ .1 to0ld the driver my decision, he strongly tried to

.. dissuade me, assuring me he could take me to one .

.7 equally safe and much cheaper. His peculiar looks
‘and suspicious insistence fully confirmed my confi-
.. dence in the elderly man's advice, and I stood aggres-
. . sively firm in my demand and was taken to the Planter
. Houge. . '

o 1 have always been thankful for the kindly inter~ S,

=7 est of this good stranger, and I never recur %o the -7 .

. " happenings of that evening without some misgiving as - S

Seemre oo what might have befallen me, a friendless, country . . -
G0 oy, alone the first night in a large citye s v T L

o
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CHAPTER XVIII.
TEACHING SCHOOL AGAIN.

G

_ Without further incidents worthy of mention, the L
- following afternoon I was once more among iriends and

o - relatives, Brother Harvey was particularly kind and

listened with much interest and astonishment to my re-

- ‘citals of what I had been through; but the proudest
._f{acnlevement in my own eetlmatlon, was that, having ,
7 landed in Kansas almost penniless and certalnly friend-

less, I had, without other help, earned and saved more

- “than $100, and after peying my fare back to Illinois, R
there still remained in my pocket more than I had start-___]

ed with from Ohio the early spring previous.

Here I also found my brother Hilton, who had

m taught the spring term in the school which I had con-

tracted to teach the ensuing year, and who had contract-

-ed to teach in an adjoining district some six miles %o o

the east. After beginning and teaching several weeks,

:f?_he was taken with malarial fever, which compelled him
> to give it up temporarily; and, as my school was not to

]Lfﬁ;begln for several weeks, 1 was requested to take hise

place ad interim.  Therefore, almost immediately 1

=i went to the city of Paxton, some fifteen miles distant,-
" the county seat of Ford County, Illinois, in which
_“"both school districts were located -~ to procure & cer-
Co tificate entitling me to teach, maklng the trip on
:fjﬁ*horseback "

The!pralrles over which I rode were very flat and

" 1ow and go near a perfect level as to afford but little
"'dralnage1and were here and there marked by sloughs near

and east of my brother's farm. These were almost in=
variably filled with water and were really the source
of the Sangamon river,- a stream of no inconsiderable
size, fifteen miles farther south. They covered many .

" hundreds .of acres and were the rendezvous, feeding and

hatching places for many kinds of aquatic birds,- the.

;.K,.tall graes and springy, boggy ground about them gave o




"security to thelr nests and also furnished sbundant
food for themselves and broods. So abundant were
these birds in spring, both night and day, the atmos-
. phere for miles about resounded constantly with the
- ever continuing roar of their incessant cries.

It was certainly a hunter's paradise in those

- early days, and some had shooting blinds along their
boggy edges. Many remarkable stories were then told

of the result of single or double shots fired into

flocks when myriads of duck or brant rose from its

- muddy surface when disturbed. One man I well knew,

- a plasterer by trade, who was a very successful hunt-

er, t0ld ‘me he had killed and recovered more than
sixty ducks by discharging both barrels of his gun
. into a mass of rising birds one early morning.

The deep, black land about as well as in these
sloughs wae unbelievably rich and, when not too boggy

"~ - . %o cultivate, produced great yields of corn. In

most places water was but little below the surface and

;;_could be provided for stock either by shallow wells or
- by plowing and scraping pools. In early spring all

the roads over this flat area were in most execrable
- condition, The one leading to the town of Gibson :
City, which was located on the northeasterly border of .

'fl these sloughs, was particularly bad; and I have seen

four horses hitched to the hind wheels of a wagon, us— o

i “ing the coupling pole as a tongue, driven by a man
- sltting on a large packing box fastened between its

standards, laboriocusly floundering about in the deep,

‘“'black soil which filled the spaces between the spokes

" of each wheel so completely that they looked like mov— - . . .-

-7 ing disks of solid, revolving mud, almost half buried
%+ in the yielding ground. Thus in bad weather, on foo%

“ ..~ or horseback, were farmers forced to market tléir eggs
.. and butter and procure their necessary groceries.

A few miles to‘ﬁhe North of these sloughs and in

" the same rich prairie, yet perhaps not so wet, was the

" famed 40,000 acre farm owned by a man named Sullivan,

./ who came from central Ohio and who it was said moved =
. . back and forth between his o0ld and new home four times -

before finally settling to stay in Illinois.

Such indecision and vacillatidn was very frequent-

1y - I might say almost invariably - observed as family. ..

.10 and neighborly bies were broken in the East;

A3

and before. =
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" new ones in the West had taken permanent root, during
~the time of the westward sweep of civilization, which

ended only with the settlement of the Pacific coast.

Kansas perhape experienced more of this than the
states farther %o the East or West. Ite grass-
covered, sweeping pralries, rich soil, inviting timber,

'_ fringed streams, mild winters and abundance of grass
- gave promise of rich reward to the husbandman; but
- gettlement there was often cruelly and hopelessly fol-

lowed by drying winds, grasshoppers, great prairie
fires, unbelievable floods, bligzzards in winter, cy-
clones in summer, and also malarisl sickness which in-

' variably accompanies the breaking up and putting under
. cultivation the sod of a new country when subjecting
- 1% to the domination and service of man.

: I have mentioned the peculiar conditions surround-
ing my brother's home because I have little doudbt but

- that they contributed largely to the malarial fever
with which brother Hilton was afflicted as well as the
" chronic rheumatism of brother Harvey, which caused him

to give up his farm and move elsewhere,

Immediately after taking the examination at Pax-

" ton, I took my brother's place in the school he had

engaged to teach,. The neighborhood which it served
was quite remarkable for the class of people it con-

 tained and the interest they all manifested in the o
general public welfare, especially the school. For a-

number of years previous, all the teachers had been

A 'lexceptionally capable and their effect upon the schol-

arship and deportment of the pupils wes very notice-
a.ble. ;
i

I secured 1odgiﬁg and board wifh a family by the

name of Robbins ~ Fr, Robbins being one of the direc-
- tors, As I now recall, there were six children, the

two oldest being beyond school age, but all were ex-
ceptionally bright. What might have been the ante-

- cedents of ¥r. Robbins I do not know, but his wife wasi‘_g

of French descent, and while not vexry remarkable as a

| . housekeeper, .was in many ways so as a mother and seem- i
© . ed very ambitious for the advancement of her children,
,'_all of whom were naturally precocious. : -

The oldest of these attending school was & daugh—

ter, almost my OWIL age, a very bright vivaeious and

RN, R —
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_ably, and therefore decllned.‘

beautiful young woman and by all odds the most studious
"and farthest advanced of the scholars attending. She

had much talent also for music, playing quite well upon
the small organ the family possessed, and accompanied
herself and others of the family - all of whom were

. almost equally gifted - in singing popular songs of the
- . day, wnlch made my stay at their house very agreeable.

I taught here six weeks, yet this period stands
out still, as the most delightful and satisfactory of

my teaohing experiences. For these reasons I was very

loath to give it up {for now my brother, whose illness
proved of longer duration and moré serious character

- than was . at first anticipated, had been compelled to

relinquish the school and return to Ohio). I was
strongly urged by the board to finish the term - they
graciously offering me, as an inducement, seventy-five
dollars per month, However, 1 could not do 80 honor-

(-



' CHAPTER :XIXi..

TEACHING AGAIN.
- PECULIARITIES OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD

|
o

Those who taught in country schools more than a

L half-century ago, and, for that matter, those who may
..have done so since, and who received for their chief

" reward the meager wage agreed upon, derived far less

f  benefit than they were entitled to.

In this connection, I am reminded also that per-
haps few parents - and they are in the truest sense

- but teachers of their children -~ receive and impart

the full measure of profit and pleasure that can and

. ought be derived and bestowed during the continuance -
- of this, the most natural, sacred and important rela-

L tlonshlp of human life. And ut a little less so 'is

-;wgg ‘the proper and best relationship between public teacn—- 
’<[Kers and thelr scholars.

o At the beginning of the term in this unpromising
-7 district, I 1little thought I was about to learn this

. great truth for, so far as I could read the future,
- it held out no alluring prospects. In advance of

'“‘81gn1ng the contract, I was informed by the board that

" tois practice, they but mildly deprecated it, and, by
.indirection at least, suggested it should not be taken_

_~for many years prev1ously it had been the custom, at
~the close of the holiday vacation, for the scholars to -

take possession of the schoclhouse and keep the teach-"

- er out until he treated. them with candy, muts and such -

" other delicacies as they demanded. The previous win-

.~ %er, this had resulted in such a neighborhood disturb-

© .- ance as to cause the discharge of the teacher and the .
-.. discontinuance of the school for the term. o

Whlfe the board did not, in terms approve of

too seriously by the teacher, But they very gravely

' warned me that several of the larger boys who would

. attend were really incorrigible and looked upon the
... 'relationship between themselves and the -teacher as a -
-~ " contest for mastership,- the victory being theirs when
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' Qﬂ,the school was broken up and the teacher oisoharged.

They earnestly assured me, however, that they had re-

‘om.solved, if these boys gave me any trouble, they would, =
- at my suggestion, turn them out and exclude them from .

further attendance; for, they said, they were deter=

‘mined no longer to suffer the school to stop and other -
" children thus deprived of a chance to learn because of
~these few ruffians,

1

1 thanked them for their assurances but secretly

“concluded such action upon my part would be really a .
confession of inability to manage the school, and that,'

after making every effort possible, rather than follow

... this course, I would surrender and quit,

In many ways, also, was this nelghborhood a bleak
and uninviting prosneot for it was so nearly flat as
to make it impossible, with the unaided eye, to deter-

mine in which direction the water usually ran. Indeed,

it did not ~ only during exceptional downpours - run at

all, but remained where it fell until it gradually sank'

into the ground. Neither did a tidy, thrifty looking .
home break the monotony of the unpalnted and usually
small and often dilapidated structures in which the

. . people lived. Occasionally a small orchard, a few -

berry bushes - but seldom flowers, bluegrass or well
kept paths - changed the flat surface surrounding any
habitation from the dreary, monotonous 1andsoape per-

. vading the neighborhood.

As typloal of these, I might here desoribe the

. home of one of the school direotors, with whom I roomed
“and boarded for the final six months of my teaching in - ..
- this district: The house was fourteen by - -twenty-four = -
feet, one-story, with weather boarding on the exterior,
but was neither ceiled nor plastered within - its raft- .-
ers, studding and joists all being exposed. It stood -

-+ lang-way -east and west, fronting to the north upon the
" highway, in a yard absolutely barren of trees, shrube

- or flowers, in which the original prairie grass_wae -
. 8till bravely struggling for existence. On the other
side, it was separated from stable, cattle and hog. lots

f}f by a board fence, over which a single stile afforded
- the only passageway - thus preventlng trespa881ng ani—

o mels in the barnyard from coming in.

The 8pace Wlthin the house was divided by board

__heffpartltione reaching to the joists, into.three rooms.
' ~{_The one Ain the east end be1ng twelve by fourteen feet
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S . Served as kltchen dining room, eitting room and par-

lor, In this stood for cooking during the year and

' Yor heat in the winter, the only stove.  TheTre
‘'were also a table, a half-dozen chairs and a dish-

cupboard; while there pended from nails driven into

N studding, rafters and joists, here and there about the .

roon - and especially so, oonvenlent to the stove -

,T'jskillets, pans, pots and other cooking utensils; and
v from rafters and ceiling joists there hung hams,

shoulders, strips of bacon and dried beef.

‘The remainder of the house was divided into two

equal parts, each being seven by ten, used as bedrooms,

7 one of whlch was_occupied by the family,- a wife, hus-

- band and itwo small children - the other, by myself. N

“‘;flarger room had three, and two doors.

Fach of these was lighted by a single window, but the

Neither paint nor other coloring had ever changed

the appearance of any part of the material, in or out - -

~ of the house, from its original color, although time, .
- weather and usage had gradually removed every trace of
. its original newness, However tightly were doors or
- windows closed, an abundance of air entered through

.~ ecracks and creV1ces here and there, and especially so

. under the eaves. I vividly recall evidence of this

+ .. during every snow storm, for the wind, seeking en-
 trance every where, carried with it tlny, fleecy parti-

. cles of snow, depositing them upon and covering ‘the

3f floor, stand, chairs and even the top of the bed, form— -
- .ing a coating of white, beautiful to look upon but _
v rather disenchanting to stand in while one was dressing. -

iy ablutions of face and hands were always carried

‘on, except during inclement weather, in a washpan sit-

ting upon a bench outsgide the house, which in turn was
algo.-used by others of the family for the same purpose.
This general usage extended also to the socap and towels.

jfnuas well.  To keep myself in a respectable condition, I
. went every week to a barber shop in a neighboring town,

| ‘*iftaking a bath and.getting a shave. The lack of better

o facilities was doubtless due the fact that the mother,

.~ “because of her other manifold duties, apparently some-'
"~ . what negleoted her children, whose tangled hair and

- ..lack of c¢leanliness was often in evidence; -although-she

“. o was seemingly much,more-carefu1_abqut)her;own.appearance;'

- LU,
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Her husband was peculiar in many ways and entirely -

7. so regarding his indifference to his personal appear-
©. ance. His hair was seldom if ever combed, his beard

always unkempt, while his taciturnity was almost as

. marked as if he were deaf and dumb. That he respected ..
- and loved his wife and children was evidenced beyond
- doubt in'many undemonstrative ways; and that they re-

ciprocated it was equally apparent in a much more ap- .
preciative and demonstrative manner; yet day after day .
went by without a word from him. He never asked ques-—
tions nor could anything, however exciting, occur in

the neighborhood incite him to do so; and more often

he answered by & nod or shake of the head than by word

Sometlmes his wife, whose loquacity was almost as

" marked as his silence, would in her desperation good

naturedly rail at him, but it never moved him %o speech,-
although occasionally SI always thought to relieve me - :
from any jembarrassment), he would elyly and knowingly .
nod and wink at me. o .

I don't think I ever knew a father fonder of his
children,; or c¢hildren who loved a father wore. Every
evening they sat on his lap, each cccupying 2 knee,
chatting to each other and their mother like magpies, -
sometimes pulling his nose or hair and otherwise play-~
ing with him as they might a good natured house dog,

- -+ until they drowsed to sleep, when he would tenderly
- bear them to thelr bed.

He always kept coal in a box near the stove and; ,
arising early each morning, built a fire, brought ina °
bucket of fresh water and then went out to feed and

-~ care for the stock.

1 remember alsoAthat although his fingers and
hands were rough and eeemingly very bony and stiff, he
wrote an exceptionally good hand, which was evidenced

... emch month when he gave me an order for my wages, for

he was clerk of the scheool board. Neither of the

. other members could do this, - one because afflicted - . .-
- with rheumatism, and the other because he could neither L
B 7_read nor write. ‘ : R

Another practice, Btrange to me, in. this family G T

. was that nothing but hot bread - invariably biscuit -

was ever served at meals. . Almost as invariably was

Sl
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... “pork in some form, cooked - the fryings from which largely
" taking the place of butter. Potatoes and beane - the -
- latter cooked with dried corn, forming a sort of succo-
" tash -~ largely completed the daily menu; although apple
- butter and sorghum molasses invariably were served and
- added much toward making the hot biscuits palatable. The _
constant use of pork - almost invariably fresh in the winter. - .
‘was doubtless the cause of the almost continuous eruptions -
' appearing on the faces of the two children.

= But I must not further extend this by reminiscences
- of the life of this kindly-disposed family, which I shall -
‘always recall with interest and pleasure; nor by addlng,‘i;
‘as I might, almost ad infinitum, recollections of other
. characters whom I met in this locality - many of whom I.
- came to know and very greatly respect before I left the'
nelghborhood.

o The,schoolhouse, if possible, was more depressing
- than any other structure in the nelghborhood. -1t stood,
- fronting :south, at a crossroads corner, in a yard com-
Lo - prising perhaps a half acre of land, aboslutely barren of :
Q(“f-.={ ... any trees, bushes or vegetation except a thick growth of
e weeds 1nd1¢enous to the locality. 1t was twenty-four
. by forty: feet in size, one story, with gabled ends to the
~ o 27 north and south, unpainted, gray and weather ‘beaten. S
______ ~ . - .+ The highway bounded it on, ine east and south, and a great e
e oo cornfield upon the other sides. In the center of the T
.o a7 southern’gable was 1ts only door, on either side of whiech, . . -
v+ exactly dividing the space between it and the respective
. ...corners,-was a window, the top of each being slightly
T higher than that of the door. Above each of these, and
- slightly protruding outward and beyond its sides, was a
c o erude attempt at ornamentation, umnmistakably suggestlng
.- “eye=-brows to an imaginative person approaching it .from
= .- 'the south -~ the entire southern exposure forming a some-
"+ what ludicrous appearance of an exaggerated human face.

T T The only other openings were six windows, three on
O .7 either side, each being exactly opposite a correSponulng
i< one on the other side. Neither shutters, shades nor
- curtains restrained the sun from beating pltllessly upon
' --the scholars whose seats were in the daily pathway of its
.7 rays; although the dust, rain, snow and sleet, dashed up-
.oon the outer surface of thelr many panes durlng storms
..~ and constant prairie winds of past years, had somewhat -
- dulled and dimmed their oute;'surface,— 80 much 80, indeed,
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. that in looking at the sunlight cast upon the desks or
.- flooxr, one could unmistakably detect where any of the -
:,forlginals had been replaced by new ones because of the
- brighter light coming through.

L A rusty coal stove, bulglng in the middle, Teared
- itself some four feet high from the center of the floor.
.- About its vase was a four-sided, wooden frame, some
. four feet square, resting upon the floor and mede of
- four-inch boards, which was filled with ashes and soil .
" to protect the floor from being ‘burned. From the top .
of the stove, a dusty stovepipe led upward 'til within
a, foot of the ceiling, where it made an elbow-turn,
“. elinging to the ceiling by means of wire wrapped about
it and fastened to hooks in the ceiling as it extended
- 10 and entered a hole in the brick chimney on the north
. end, which was supported by brackets nailed to the wall.
L After rece1v1ng the pipe, the chimney went on up through
- ceiling, attic and roof, ending three feet above the :
: latter in what had been originally 1ntended a8 an orna-
© mental top.

A Across the north end of the school room was a black~;‘;f
<( SRR Tﬁ}-fboard and & little in front of this stood the master's
coe s Vo chalr and desk. On the east and west sides were two
" 'rows of stationary desks fronting the center, between R
- the ends :of which were narrow passageways giving ingress .
;.- and egress for the scholars occupying the rear ones. e
"=~ The room was wainscotted up to the bottom of the windows;
- but the walls above this had been originally plastered,
-7 but now showed many evidences of ill usage and age in
. the numerous white splotches appearing where repairs had
" been made' and perhaps there were equally as many gaplng
- holes awaltlng similar attention. .. On its walls were = - T
.. glso many chalk and pencil marks, some in colors, where . " - 7
oo artful, if not artistic, pupils had attempted carica-. .00
sl tures or jessayed poetry or platltudes to which were -7 . -t 0
-a57000a81ona11y underscribed the author! 8 name - perhaps S
. hiso only chance for enduring fame. -

: - The celling, beyond the convenlent reach of young ~ = - =
'g_hopefuls in addition to some discolored spots caused L
.. by a leaky roof, bore many blotches of dried paper pulp, I
- the accumulation perhape of many years, during which -
.- the scholars, having properly mastlcated paper, had

. “then thrown it upon the celllng when the master's back

: ':W&B 'burned. . 7




A narrow band of wood, running along the top of

the blackboard, was fitted between the window frames,;_  £5
7+ ending at the edge of the front door jambs, and was
"¢ studded with hooks, provided for hanging wraps and

hats of scholars; and, above this, in either front

. corner, wae & substantial, wider board, upon which
-« .. the pupils' dinner baskets and palls were deposited.
. Mach of the furniture was marred by ink, chalk, pen-
- ¢il and often by knives., A broom, coal scutile and
“poker, water pail and tin cup, and an extra chair
completes a list of the contents of the room.

In this neighborhood corn was king and fat hogs
and cattle seemed the chief aim and goal of everyone.
For this, from year to year, men strived. No sooner
wasd the last crop fed in the flelds or gathered and
piled into high, open rail pens, to be marketed or
fed, than would work begin again in preparation for
the ensuing season.

After the first rain of winter, followed by freez—

_ ing weather, when the old stocks were stiffly frozen
~and -easily broken down, two horses - one at elther end -

were hitched to & long railroad iron, which was then

©o - dragged sideways back and forth over the old corn~ R
. fields, breaking the stocks off at the ground. Later, -
" when no snow war on the ground, these were raked into S

great rows and, later still, when dry, were burned.
This was usually in the early spring, and these fires
were visible in every direction, illumlinating the sky - .

. at night and filling it with smoke by dey.

After thie, plowing, planting and cultivation

went on again; and this continued from one year to

another, 'during which men strived, from dark of the
early morning to the darkness of the evening, always
to raise more corn to feed more hoge and cattle -

~ thus following relentlessly, self-imposed destiny.
" The mothers, wives and daughters of these men, begin-
. ning equally as early each morning, cooked, mllked the

cows, made butter, cared for the poultry, washed, mend- .

' ed, made clothes, and in almost countless ways spent

their time slaving and saving throughout their monot-
onous existence, helping in paying for the farm - hopling
sooner or later to be able to have an organ in the house

~.v .and perhaps more presentable furniture and, sometime, a -
© . creditable carpet in their best room. .. o -



'”7: Schoolmas?er,“_whioh I read as a boyg}gq

By reasgon of the time it recuired during the busy
- season on the farm, schooling wae regarded apparently

~ with but little favor for boys, and often so for girls,

who could be useful at home; and therefore, in summer

o LVD

and in early fall and late spring, none but small chil- T fﬁf:":“

“ @ren attended. Indeed, all home duties seemed more
. important than going to school. Perhaps, therefore,

it was not to be wondered that, generally speaking, no
"serious interest was taken in school, nor that the

‘“'1arger boys regarded baiting the teacher, in winter, a "{:---':"

B legitimate sport.

y From my experience in teaching in this and other
-~ country schools at that early time, I have not the

.. slightest doubt but that, by adding a very little fic- *
~. . -~ -%tional coloring %o actual facts, the occurrences in i
- many of the country schools of that period would prove

© . as fascinatingly interesting as was the story told by

- Dr. Eggleston in his book, published some ten years

- .Dbefore the time of which I write, called "The Hoosier
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CHAPTER XX..
SCHOOL BEGINS.

For the reasons previously mentioned, none of the
larger boys and girls were in attendance when the term
began. This gave me time for careful consideration
as to the best way to proceed when they did come.

, While enrolling those present, none of whom were
over fourteen, I made especial inquiry of the scholars

in each family as to whether there were other brothers

and sisters to come, and if so, their names and ages.

- By this I was pre-advised of things 1 was anxious to

learn. Those in attendance were as tractable as could
be expected or desired, although none seemed especially

- interested in their studies. Their atiendance appear-

ed entirely perfunctory and none were advanced beyond

. the fourth reader, - this being the manner in which
- grades were formed.

After thoroughly considering the past*history of
the school, so far as I had learned it, I determined to

© casually call upon the parents of each family and if

poesible meet the scholare who were to come later.

- LA Therefore, each evening after closing school, I took a
- walk of perhaps a mile or more, stopping in at several

homes on the way, - introducing myself to those I had
not previously met, briefly talking about their chil-

" dren in attendance and learning, if possible, their

attitude toward the school and whether they evinced any
concern for the progress their children might make.

If an elder daughter or son were to come later, I usual-
1y met and briefly talked with her or him, and sometimes
went to the place where a son waes working, introducing
myself and, in order not to stop his work, would walk
"along as he snapped the corn, occasionally assisting so
that he might not lose any time.

While many things were done differently in Illinois

" at that time from the way they were. in Ohio, I felt
- quite at home in talking crop and farm duties, and thus

I hoped to put myself on a friendly_basis with the farm-

B A A ]
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These evening calls gave me much useful inform-
ation as well as an insight into the neighborhood
family life ~ enabling me to comprehend the outlook of

" the boys and to some extent, also, the girls. To sum=

‘, let them know, they would keep him out.

marize, I was thus convinced by the process of elimlna-
tion that whatever trouble was in store for me in the
school would be the product of the brains of not more
t+han three boys or, rather, young men, ranging in age
from seventeen to twenty - two of these being in one
family,~- assisted by two young women; not because the
latter were naturally so inclined perhaps, but for the

. Treason that one was the sister of the two brothers and

the other, the sweetheart of the other boy.

The family,contajining the two brothers and one
slster was Germén,othe father and mother having been
born id that country - coming to the United States soon
after their marriage. They spoke English quite brok-
enly. After a friendly call and chat, and I was pre-
paring to go, they both followed me into the yard and
to the front gate, and there they frankly told me the
trouble of the previous year was largely due t0 their
youngest son, Steven by name, then about seventeen.,

" After it was started, their other son and daughter took

gides with their brother, as did other scholare. They

. assured me, however, he was not a bad boy naturally,

but was almost uncontrollably full of life and mischief,
but not wvicious. They seemed very anxious that their
children should learn and told me they would do every-

e

thing possible to assist in making the school & success, .

but accompanied these assurances with the further in-
formation that if at any time Steven became unmanage-
able and his attendance a menace, if I would quietly

The sincerity and honesty of this father and -

| mother moved me deeply, and I determined that only a
desperate and last resort would cause me %o appeal t¢
- them to carry out their promises.

From other sources, the siatement of Steven's

prise I was forced to the conclusion that this Dutch

" boy was really the dominant spirit among the young

people who would attend; and, ouriocusly, nearly every
one liked him, regardless. bf his questlonable reputa-

- tion.

1
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'father and mother was amply supported, and to my sur--. '”
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I did not meet him for some days after this, but
on my second call, being informed he was at work, 1
went directly to the field and found him there with his

- brother. TWhen I started these visits, I made up my

mind neither to encourage nor comment upon any stories

- gbout_ the past troubles in the district, and above all

things not in any way to speak of or suggest what

iﬁr-course I intended to follow. Indeed, I did not then
- know, and therefore I listened attentively to every-

thing I could not courteously decline to hear, without
remark, and never made inquiry nor repeated to others

"‘anything I thus learned.

Steven and hieg brother - some three years his

- senlor - were husking corn, so I went directly to the
. field and introduced myself, shaking hands with the

larger one, who was about my own size and age, and then
with Steven. Knowing they must be anxious to complete
their load before dark, I insisted upon their contim-

ing their work, and began husking the down-row behind

the wagon while they took care of the rows on either

. side. We ftalked entirely of farm work, - how soon

" they would be through, what kind of a yield they were -
. getting - but nothing about school. Thus I met Steven,

the bane of past teachers, a confessed incorrigible by

his own father and mother, ~ the active if not the lead-

ing spirit in all the neighborhood's minor'derelictions,
and upon 'whose will and actions seemed to depend the
success or failure of the winter school term as well as

- my own reputation.

L He was perhaps five feet eight inches tall, stout .
.- and muscular, quick of movement and restless almost to
. nervousness. His face was round, his forehead broad,

AWy

below which appeared his tw1nk11ng brown eyes, set wide -:";

apart, separated by rather a nondescript nose, beneath

-,ﬂf”'which and equally indescribable, was a mouth always
. ready %o ‘turn up into a emlile or down into a frown at

its owner's will. His heir was quite light in color

| " - and shocky in appearance, its ends persistently peeping" '
- - from beneath his hat, whose front brim was jauntily a
L turned upward.

He had & remarkable knowledge of farm husbandry =~
as then practiced and how to manage and care for the

-~ stock, to prognosticate the weather by olouds, wind

'-and the conduct of domestic and wild life about him."

+
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" And yet, a few weeks later, I discovered he was pitiably

' 1acking in book knowledge for a lad of his age. This,

however, was the common condition among those attending

" school and was not an invidious distinotion, although 1%

“ was really a lamentable fact.

_ Each time I met him thereafter, before he came to
school, as I did with all others of the large scholars,
I ghook hands in a friendly, cordial way, but not pat-

"i~ ronizingly, for I felt he could be neither cajoled nor
- deceived by specliousness. In the meantime, I had work-

- 1uy,

ed very earnestly to incite the scholars then in attend-_? -

ance to a keen interest in their studies, for I knew
studiousness was an antedote for idleness and mischief,
and that to be so, they must be interested.

In the latter part of November, winter having come

" on in earnest, all farm activities, except the care of

stock, automatiocally ceased and the elder pupils start-
ed to school. There were perhaps fifteen of them, the
majority being boys, and it took several daye to prop-.
erly classgify and get them started. Within a week,

however, the active, irrespressible spirit of Steven be-

gan to manifest itself, and I knew that unless this

. could be changed, serious trouble must ensue. Nothing

he did wae malicious, but its effect was, perhaps for

~ this very reason, more disturbing than if .1t were. The .
" difficulty was to keep him interested and busy, for when
. 4dle he disturbed the whole school and from day to day
.. the average deportment was percepiibly growing worse.
" He was really the quickest to learn his lessons of any,.

and after doing so became & sort of free lance, disturb- :

* ing every one about him,

It’is painfully distressing, even now, for me to

.. contemplate the first few weeks he was in school, for
- really he was the sole cause of my %trouble, and 1 became .

so depressed and desperate that I thought I would soon
have to quit myself, or, what seemed equally distressing,
ask his parents to keep him out or the directors to for-

”-; bid him further attendanoce.

A In the meantime, I had changed my boarding place,
having been invited by one of the directors to board
and lodge with his family after my brother removed from

. the neighborhood. They lived about a fourth of a mile
. from the schoolhouse, and therefore I walked for my
noon me@ls..__One day, when Steven had been umusually



; mischievbus, and almost boldly so, and my patience was

quite beyond control, a boy sitting in front of him
suddenly slid off his seat, and cried, "Ouch!" I
turned toward the boy, who was now getting back on the

8eat, and inquired the trouble. He blurted out,

"Steven pricked me with a pin," which brought forth a
titter from the school. I looked at' Steven, who re-
turned my gaze in a half-regretful and defiant way,

- for up to this time I had spoken to him only in the o
kindliest way and had been patient beyond reason -~ and .-

I feared beyond prudence; but.as it was noon, I decided
to dismiss the school without.further inquiry and withe

out a wofd to Steven, did so, and started for my dinner.

I was discouraged and despondent, for there seemed

ﬁ,but one course to pursue,- let Steven go. Therefore,

I concluded to go that evening to his parents and frank-

1y tell them so. Happily, I said nothing about it dur-

ing dinner, and by the time I was on my way back, I had
become calmer and more thoughtful, and I wondered

. whether I had really done everything possible to help

Steven., I felt that he had great possibilities and,
in spite of his mischievousness, I really liked him.

'f_Should I dismiss him, the consequences might almost ruin
- his life, Therefore, I resolved to make another trial,
- although I did not then know how. o

: There was an ailr of expectancy among the scholars . .
. when school was called in the afternoon, for my face .
‘muet have shown great distress and disappointment when
the disturbance took place; but I went about my duties
as usual, hoping some way would be provided that might ' -

enable me to take a proper couree, Steven, also, wae .
less exuberant than ordinarily and gave perfuctory at- .

tention to his lessons, but I felt that unless some

radical change came, he would soon break forth again{

Impérceptibly, I cast an occasional glance in his

*;f”direotion and was surprised to note the genuine effort

110

he was making to restrain himself. Perhaps three quar- ,;'”'

ters of an hour went by before he began to again get

. uncontrollably restless, and I was quite sure unless

something could soon be done to divert his attention to

. - 8chool work, he would assuredly lapse. Then a happy
1. thought came to me, that if I could furnish him with :
‘... some work involving s friendly contest, to give it zest,
©. v and requiring painstaking care, it might engross his
4o attention. o - o T o

[
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7 it back. |
S long, warning both to be careful and accurate, and went
" on with the regular school work.

- to distur
' o BtU.dYC S

The boy whom he had stuck with the pin was about his
age and both were in long division in number work, al-

- though Steven was the quicker and brighter but not so

studious, and as each was involved in the disturbance of
the morning, I decided to give each as large example in

" long division as could be worked out upon his slate, and
when eachi had worked it, I would exchange slates and per- .

mit fhem to check up each other.
i ' ' ,
With this in mind, I walked to Steven's desk and

- laid my hand, gently and in the most friendly way, upon

his ahoulder, and said, "Steven, it is pretty tiresome
for a boy to sit quietly without something to do. I
want to give you an example in long division on your

.- slate, if you will let me have i%; - and T will give Silas
-~ another on his, And when each has worked it out, I will

exchange slates and see whether elther can find any

" errors in the other's work," He looked -at me in a some-
what doubtful and quizzical way, as 1f to read my real

thoughts and intention, and then handed me his slate.
I turned it lengthwise so that the divisor and dividend

 would be as large as possible and put it down and handed

Then I went to Silas’'and gave him one equally

Each immediately became deeply absorbed in the 8O-

‘ﬁ?‘lufion of these merciless examples and were as oblivious
~of the rest of the scholars as If they did not exist.

When!recess came, instead of Steven being the first

' joyous, boisterous pupil on the playground, as always

before, he still sat, entirely unmindful of the recess -
period, although he was the only pupil left in the room,
One minute passed, then another, then a third, but still

*.“he did not move. I dould stand 1%t no 1onger, so I went
o to him and affectionately placed my hand upon him again,
+7 and Baid,. "Steven, it is recess and no one will have any
. fun unless you are in the yard."

"But," said he, "I want to finish this sum first.!

Then I continued, "Let me tell you something, Steven: -

It is almost as bad to disappoint the pupils by not play-
ing with them at recess, when it is play time, as it is
5 them by playing in sohool when everybody Bhould

111, .
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He sort of closed one eye, wrinkled his nose

- 8lightly as if digesting this thought, and then said, R
- .. desk, went out of the door with a whoop. ‘

That was the only reference made t¢ his action of

. the forenoon, and yet I somehow felt, intuitively, that
~ Steven and I understood each other betiter than before.’

The next morning I had just opened the schéolhouse

' when Steven appeared. He seemed somewhat shy and fimid, e
until I said, "Why, Steven! I am certainly glad to see .. "<

you, and hope nothing is wrong."

o 'N%n-no," he stammered, "but I just thought I would 'f:{:t:
“* 1ike to help you a little about the schoolhouse this N

- morning."

Every morning after this, Steven was with me before
any of the other acholars came, to assist. We talked
of nany things interesting to both. He had always liv-

" ed on this flat prairie and was keenly Interested in the

rolling, wooded country in Ohio where I had lived, with .

." 1%s pen-like, 1little fields, enclosed by crooked rail R
_fences, in which stood stumps, large and small, evinging

the great forest that covered the country there before

it was reduced to cultivation.

Buf I must not dwell upon our pleasént morning
chats, during which each learned something from the

" other and which both keenly enjoyed; for I have in mind

" my obligation to Steven and the beneficent influe

" two other incidents of this school term which explain USRS

more convincingly then anything I might otherwise relate -

o nce he. ST
. thereafter exerted upon the other soholars. - .
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- The Winter holidays were at hand, and while every-~ .
.thing had ‘gone smoothly and happily up to this time, I.
~could not cuite get out of mind the custom previously
~obtaining in this and other schools of the neighbor-

" occurrénce itself as what the after effect might be.

I had beenran1ted to spend my vacation at the
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locking the teacher out and which was looked

ﬁ”"unon indulgently, if not with approval, by the school ST
_boards and patrons;

and therefore 1 had some concern aS-ﬁff?f: ””
might happen,- not so much because of the actual .-

my brother, Dr. Robert P, Jennings, at Delavan,.”f“l“f

51;1111nois, some 51xty miles distant, and at the close of.;:';fi§<?

- .school;
.7 8o that

- from the depot was I able to reach the neighborhood.
.-+ about ten otclock. _
::.%he schoolhouse, I noticed that from the chimney poured R
* " the smoke of a brisk fire, for it was quite '

So-From this,
- the scholars and I would find myself locked
-1 turned the corner of a big cornfield, the

" playing
.. shouts;

- ward me,

e The
o later:
~district

Tﬁfyogngugn

“f%'my vieit had started back in plenty of bime %o Teach ny R
-~ boarding place the evening before the beginning of v

_appearance was discovered, as was evidenced

but a heavy snow having fallen delayed trains, ... - ..
only by walking some four miles across country ...

When near enough to see the top of V.

COld- ) S
be taken by | .
out; but as
children
moments my

' by their _
but instead of retreating to the shoolhouse, as

I imagined that possession might

about 1t came in view, and in a few

I thought they might, they came boisterously running to-;f

-~ Steven in the lead, his Beaming face express- .

~ing a welcome that no words could emphasize, and I in- '~
.‘tuitlvely knew I was being amply rewarded for my pa- '
. tience and forbearance to him,

second incident I wish to recall happened

It was then the general custom in the country -
8 to océasionally hold a spelling school, to
e adjoining schools were invited. This was R
losed by. a- spelling matoh, in whlch everybody, - = ..
d old, who desired, _p@fticipated.;:;_I put it 7

o




T off as long as possible, for my district was notoriously
. destitute of good spellers. The best one was a timid
.. yet sutdious young girl of sixteen.

i In one of the adjoining schools resided a tall,
" angular woman of perhaps thirty-five, a so-called old
meid, who made a epecialty of spelling schools, and who,

it was said, could spell every word in the spelling e

 book by rote and without pronunciation. Her victories

- were numerous, and to enjoy her conquests, members of

i~ her family usually accompanied her. Among these were

.. - two brothers several years her junior and yet grown men
...+ quite beyond school age.

The

" forwarded to all the neighboring schools some two weekse

" 'in advence of the occasion, D

‘It never seemed quite fair to me that a phenomenal
prodigy, such as the woman above mehtioned, should go

7. about gloatingly gathering new laurels at the expense
.. of humiliating others, and I tried %o devise some plan
by which my-school could escape. At first this seemed
, i 7 impossible, but finally I thought out a plan which it o
. seemed might succeed - the ethice of which I shall not el
. here attempt to defend, although it was net technically

e against the established rules observed in these affairs,-z"'

~. “ but leave it to such condemnation as readers may care to -
- bestow, ! | ‘ | o

‘None of my scholars being consulted, therefore,

:ffﬁ:they.in no way aided or abetted the scheme, and were
~nﬂ;entirely:innocent.

Knowing the limitations of my scholars, I began

-,i”-drillina them in spelling for a few moments each even- '
" ing before closing, using the speller then in use to

prronounQe from. Without their knowledge, however, I

> had selected perhaps a dozen words from the dictionary .
. not found in the speller,- usually of foreign deriva-

-tion, many of them, when adopted, still retaining the

-pronunciation in the original tongue. Fach evening,

‘after covering as wide range in the speller as my best

- scholars could safely undertake, I would occasionally
. pronounce one of the selected words, without intima~ .
" tion to jthem that it was thus selected, or was not in

the book. 0f course, they missed because the promun-—

L7 ciation gave little guide to their spelling, but ina .

N , clamoT for a spelling school became so insistentﬁ;l,:fn
o that I finally consented, and due notice of the time was ! . .-
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half-dozen trials, several scholars had gotten their
pronunciation and spelling perfectly in mind.

o The night the spelling school came the room was
- crowded and of course the spelling prodigy, with her
two brothers, was present. The time consumed in one
of these affairs was usually divided into three parts,-
first, spelling for perhaps three-quarters of an hour,
then an intermission of perhaps a half hour. This
being followed by the choosing of sides and the final

and as was the custom, I invited each to pronounce - -
dividing the first period into two equal parts, giving .

- each one-~half the time. Then came the recess, when .

pandemonium sounded from the yard and a babel of volces °

- filled the room, everybody seeming to talk at once.

_ It is impossible for one to accurately or adequate~ .~ ..
ly portray the recess period in an 0ld fashloned, S
country spelling school. The timid approach to their -
sweethearts by bashful ewains; the felgned indifference
of the favored girl; the orude jokes and homely repar-
tee; the pairing off at the door as the crowds weni
out,~ all vividly recalled but impossible to describe.

L Now, recees being over, all are again assembled
* for the closing match. . Having satlisfied the demands
o e of oourtesy to other teachers, I took charge myself for .
' .. T+ the remainder of the evening and appointed two leaders,-
LTt each familiar with those in attendance,- to choose .

- sides, who drew ocuts for first ohoice.

- In fifteen minutes the human mass was standing,
half on one and half on the other side, and spelling _
began, For some moments, t0 give all a brief respite, .
the range was among rather easy words, then graduslly = - i.
~ t0 more difficult cones, so, in some twenty minutes, e
.. " perhaps not a third of the spellers still were standing.. ~ .~
“. Then, when within a half-dozen of where my own best
speller stood, I used one of these selected words,
... whioch mowed down all until it came to her and she
- gpelled it. A couple of rounds later, when but a half-
~ dozen were still standing, including the phenomenal o
" gpeller, and just after I had passed my only hope of
guccess, I pronounced another, which turned every one
= down until it reached the prodigy. "Next," I oalled, -
““'mp steadily as possible, but she hesitated, then said,
» "pPlease proncunce the word again.®  "Ong-wee," I very

spelling match. There were two other teachers present, . -
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.- deliberately called. She tried and failed, and sat
.. down, while a murmur of surprise was heard; then the.
'~ next and the next and the next was ecalled, until it
- came to the 1little girl of our own school who spell—
- ed it, and the match was at an end.

: Several present, including the two teachers, went
~to the large dictionary on my desk to look for the word, =
" and confessed it was correctly pronounced although it ..+ Mo
.. seemed somewhat new and strange to them. Ty

SRR I was glad it wes over, and the scholars of my
... :. school were exuberantly happy and proud of the result;
ceteas o0 owhile the prodigy and her friends were correspondingly
o . i+ despondent and chagrined.

o I said before I would offer no argument in favor of .
the ethics of my action, and neither shall I, and I LT

.. therefore take upon myself all the approbrium it deserves;:f-““"

‘ - but I had a gallant defender of my conduct in Steven.

oo A the last were leaving the house, loud, angry words

wpooc ot o resounded 1n the yard, followed by blows. I ran swift- -
i 1y towards the combatants, and in the light shed through

.~ one of the schoolhouse windows, I saw Steven, astride R

~  one of the prodigy's big brothers, pounding him unmerci- Soh

..=. Tully and demanding he "take it back," while others held v

* .7 . the older brother from interferring. Just as I reached - . .

» the place, the big fellow abjectly took it' back and cried - = - .

~:"enough," and when released, this great sixz-footer, much - =. .-

~"older in years, a half—head taller and much heavier than . - '

“+ Bteven, sullenly walked away. Later, I learned that

~ the fellow had spoken disrespectfully of me in Steven's

I presence. The charge was sufficlent to fire my impul- .- .

S sive 1little friend to action, for he at least was sin-"

---cere and entirely blamelees, and fought for his ldeals.

o I cannot leave Steven without some further words:

"+ No scholar worked so hard or progreesed sc fast as he.

- From long division, he went on s¢o rapidly that, before

. the winter term ended, he had mastered all the gubjects

. treated in Ray's Arithmetic. He became also one of the o
.. most fluent and expressive readers in the school, although -~ -
- in the beginning it was really pitiful to hear him, He - -7 "-
“had learned the uses and importance of all punctuation.. -

. and inflection marks, -spelied well and knew much of - -




' =Vg;@qg;ﬁ;p};y, and, with all, was a favorlte with everyone.

. % I shall always contimue to love him and revere his mem-,'*'
C . OTY. ' : ‘

Ao

When the closing day of the winter term came, many-ﬂﬁ.'fﬁ,,L

L parents were present, among them Steven's father and

mother. These two, elderly German people, with trem-

" bling lips and swimming eyes, thanked me for the.change fj”'

. they had observed in Steven. Whether any credit was

- justly due me, I am not quite sure, although of one
" %hing I am very certaln,- he rewarded me many times for o
. whatever I may have done for him and, perhaps as much .
- a8 myself, was instrumental in making this school one

'jlof the most happy and successful I have ever taught.-

= Whenever I returned to this neighborhood - which I ff
© - did several times in the next three years - Steven came .
7 to see me and our visits were mutually delightful.: . .-
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CHAPTER XXII.
COLLEGE AGAIN.

At the close of ny engagement in this unpromising
--gchool, I withstood the urgent importunities of its
- board of direoctors and patrons to teach another year,
- for I had decided to go home and again enter college.

C ' My accumulated savings were now - although I kept - .. -
.. no accurate account of them - perhaps between three and " :-.
- four hundred dollars, which I believed would provide -
books, clothes and incidentals for at least two years. R
Thus, by boarding at home and working on the farm in .
~ vacation and mornings and evenings, as compensation, I ;
- hoped to complete my college course. '

(“&?W~*ig,,{;'- Upon entering, I found myeself more than a year be- . -
oo 00 0L hind my former classmates, but thought by close appli-
cation and taking extra studies some of this could be LT
S0 made up. However, the long hours required to carry the
.. regulars and the two others greatly depleted me physi-
.. cally; and in the winter I became a victim of quinsy and
" narrowly escaped brain fever,- thus losing two weeks en-
tirely, and was compelled thereafter to drop the extras. . .~
o So, while I finlshed the year with a satisfactory stand- - -~
- ing, I made little of the gain I had hoped. L

Now harvest was agaln on, so I went directly to - -

% . work on the farm. With the help of one man,- I crad- -

«» ling and he binding ~ we .cut, shocked and later stacked Tl

twelve acreg of wheat, and ocut with a mowlng machine and

e 200+ hauled to the barn the hay from thirty acres of meadow. i
.~ After harvest, we hauled out the accumulated manure about L

=+ . the barnyard, and then I plowed the ground and seeded .the . -

... fall wheat before starting to collesge. The physical T

. acbivities of the summer put me in superd oondition.and AR

- . I was eager t0 begin. Profiting by the previous year's . u -
A = T = axperience, I undertook but one extra and proceeded very o

vy 'f”satisfactorily with the fall term's work.- _ '

T Then, again, one of those unexpeoted evidencea of a
71-Divin1ty that ehapes human lives broke 1n upon my college
work' : , . . AR .




. The school board of the Millville distriet, where I ..

.. had taught before going to Xansas, had been unfortunate
“-7 .+ " gince with teachers employed, and came to induce me to
.- 7. teach the following winter term of four months.

R " While the going wage was but forty per month gener-: Sl
" ally in country school districts .in our part of Ohlo, SRR
. they offered me fifty,- the highest .ever paid in their
locality. This being no more than I had gotten in STV
Illinois was not so alluring as they doubtless hoped. S
There was, however, & compliment in their offer and more ;
particularly in their insistence that strongly appealed
~ t0 me. Father and mother also were pleased, doubtless
~: for the same reason, and he, I noticed, was particularly =
. anxious I should acocept. It may have been his attitude . .
~..%/ that turned the scales, for after several visite by ' . -
"7 members of the board, I finally accepted.

: How much this action affected my after life, of :
course jcan not be known, but it eventuated in terminat- .- o
‘ing my ettendance in a literary college ab the close of |
that college year. c o

y I had an interesting, pleasant and very profitable
experience in carrying out my engagement. The knowl- -
edge previously gained in this district and in Illinols -
Lsni e oo ghve me an assurance and poise that can only ocome from
L= oo i actual experience, and I felt a happy consclousness at
: ©..""" - the close that 1% had been highly satisfactory to the -
- board and profitable in a mental way to the pupils. :

The term ended in time to let me enter the spring
term in college. I found myself behind in Latin and
Greek, as well as in mathematics, but what I lacked in
the two former, I believed I could make up. In the

~ latter, thanks to my fondness for mathematlcs and pre-
- yious high etanding, the professor consented, regard-
S ... ‘o less of the fact that I had not taken Jrigonometry,
"% o .. which was in the course while 1 was teaching, that I .
70" might enter the general geometry class withoud condition
upon the implied understanding that whatever knowledge
of trigonometry might be necessary to carry on the work -
I would make up. This I did without seriocus effort and
_ T passed my sophomore year, standing near the head of
- the olass. -

During this year, at the solicitation of its member-
ship oommittee, I joined one of the college literary
.. s8oo¢leties. This resulted in my being placed upon the
' weekly program a short time later for a declamation.




L
g,

P

From early childhood, appearing in public to re-
cite was almost unbelievably distasteful, and there-
T fore was always avoided by me. Now that I was a grown :
- man and had become & member, I felt I must comply, how- -
- ever embarra581ng it might prove.

Although ample time was given to select and pre- o
pare, the very thought of it made me unbelievably nerv-
- ous, sleepless and very unhappy. Doubtless Dbecause
! that kind of oratory especislly appeals to most young
‘men, I selected Mark Antony's famous oration to his o b
c%untrymen and set diligently to the task of committlng S
i , L
R B This I knew must be done so completely and thor-
., . . oughly that during its delivery it would automatically
. come to mind, thus leaving me entirely free to give
proper inflection and emphasis to its sbirring words.
- Certainly, hundreds of times did I repeat the text,-
.. geveral times each evening and morning while in bed;
1 many times through the day while walking the two miles
- from home to college - until the words seemed branded
S e T o+ upon my jweary brain. But still I could not feel quite -
( ‘&0 L certain, and to forget while delivering it, to hesitate
&0 . even, to become confused, to be prompted, and finally
A oo o fail, lashed me pltllessly to almost unbellevable
e repetitions. ;

At last the evening came and I proceeded to the
. socilety’s hall in a sort of dazed and most unhappy ‘
- " gtate, and there d4id I sit in the same unfortunate con--
© dition until I was called to the rostrum. . How I got . .
. through it I do not know, only that I did not hesitate .. .
.7 nor need prompting, and that it was over! I literally . -
" staggered to my seat, where I sat with twitching mus-
* cles and throbbing temples. The applause was generous
- and appeared sincere, but this gave me little comfort -
. for 1 believed it to be wholly sympathetic.

A ThlS effort may have appeared more promising to
.~ others than to me; for soon thereafter I had my first

-and only experience in being "rushed! for membership in

~."one of the Greek letter fraternities, having chapters

- 4n the college. I was entirely too unsophlstlcated to T .
“properly interpret the meaning of the friendly intimacy - .
:with which certain upper-classmen began to accost me. .-

- Occasionally one would put his. arm familiarly through "~ -
‘mine and call me by my first name and be most pleasant- ,'
ily ohummy'v” Finally was dlrectly approached and
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vu:_wﬁbef%re the year ended had become a member of Phi Gamma
w7 .. Delta. :

At that time, Charles Fairbanks, afterwarde United

States Senator from Indiana, and later twice Vice-

President of the United States, was a member, but as he

- graduated the same year I joined, I had no Special

" knowledge of him, other than that I recall him as a

tall, angular and somewhat ungainly looking man.  He

2 Was ralsed and at the time he attended college reslded,‘"
" in or near Marysville, the county seat of the county

- adjoining Delaware.

- Another member of this fraternity at the time, and

7" a classmate with whom I was quite intimate, was Frank
.- W. Gonsaulis, who later became a very noted preacher,
. lecturer and educator.. I recall that, while he, a

121

fellow-classman by the name of Parsons, and myself were"jfj*

77'° throwing and catching ball on the Commons near which
. “they roomed, he was struck on the end of a finger by a

.. 8wift ball thrown by me, seriously laming it for some
:‘:‘ ;. t lme .

. I never met him after leaving college, although at
“long intervals we exchanged friendly notes and upon two
" occasions he sent me, as mementos of our former friend-
.. shlp, autographed coples of some of hls works,- one, a
- small volume of poems, and the other his novel, "The

7 Monk and Knight.!

SO As & student he was not very high in standing; but |
. even then, he evinced a diseriminating taste and extreme

»F fondness for literary work, and to satisfy this bent,
- somewhat neglected the 1ess congenial subjects in the

i

In his writlng then, and even in conversation, he

, o7 affected a somewhat florid style considered rather out
- - of place by his classmates. At that time his frater-
~ nity stood for and prided itself upon the high standing
- of its brothers in college studies, and particularly in

f@'literary work; and it was the custom for its members to fJ

“"submit their own compositions to their brothers for

~ eriticism before they were dellivered.: At one of these
~ meetings I attended, Gonsaulis read an essay for this -
“purpose, and was rather mercilessly chaffed by other :
'].members for 1ts extravagant phraseologv._= : o




It was at this meeting I last met him, and for some
reason there lingered with me a serious doubt of his

- future success; which shows how very little may be safe-

1y prognosticated about the 1life of an ambitious, perse~
vering young man.

His remarkable growth in public esteem, as a minis-
ter, lecturer and, later, as head of Armours Institute
in Chicago, was unquestionably but the natural fulfill-
ment of his early, ambitious dreams.

At the close of the college year, I had not only

completed the sophomore year but had some credits as a
- junior, However, as I was now two years beyond my

majority and as it would require substantially two years
nmore to obtain a degree, I gave serious consideration as
to what I ought do.

In those days, but a small per cent of the lawyers

and doctors, in Ohio and farther west, were college gradu-

ates, many not even having the advantage of a high school
course. So far as I was able to judge, many of these
were apparently as successful as those who were college
graduates. If one expected to follow teaching or to
become & minister, a degree was, if not absolutely neces-
sary, at least very desirable. I had, however, practi-
cally eliminated each of these from serious conslderation
and was becoming strongly inclined to the law.

There was something about the contests in a court
room that especially appealed to me,- the examination of
witneeses, the verbal tilts between counsel, the argu-

ments to the judge or jury, etc. My father was often

in attendance at court as a juror and occasionally as a
witness, when I was a boy, and I spent more or less time
observing these things while awaiting his discharge, to

take him home., During these observations, 1 interested-
- 1y noted court proceedings, and in a boyish way class-

ified the lawyers sengaged,- some as good, others indif-
ferent, and others apparently so little gifted in open
court contest that I wondered why any one employed them,
I did not then know that some of the ablest and most
successful lawyers are little given to speech; but whose
profound knowledge of law and exceptional judgment in
applying it to a given statement of facts, gave them a
standing in the business world far beyond that of their

. more logquacious fellows, who, to an inexperienced on-
looker at triale, are supposed to be the leaders of their -
profession. : ' . . :

N =SS



. to study law.

1 have mentioned my inordinate aversion to de-

' claiming or speaking in public, yet curiously, this

seemed not to affect me greatly in controvereial con- .
tests, For several years during my early, adult life,
and even while atiending college and high school, there

‘was, in winter, a debating society organized in our

school district, and I often took part in the discus-
sion of the mooted questions contested.

: If T had care-".“
- fully coneidered the subject under discussion and could
- control my sbtage fright when I took the floor until I

forgot it in my speech, I usually did fairly well.
more than anything else, decided me

This fact, perhaps,

i
i
1
1 .
i
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CHAPTER XXIII.

SR With my earnings left over from teaching in A
- Illinois, added to by those of the preceding winter's
~v  term of school in Ohio, left me at this time with a = =
little more than £300, and therefore I concluded to
enter a law office, if possible, study during the
summer and enter the University of Michigan Taw

. 8chool that fall.

. My choice of that college as an Alma Mater came - | -
.7~ about in rather a curious and simple way: All the
-~ previous knowledge I had of it was derived through
. Teferences to it found in Dr. Chase's Receipt Book,
.. which was then quite a favorite of my mother and
- from which she felt she got many valuable hints and
- remediés in treating the common ailments of child-
" hood. It was published in Ann Arbor, which was .,
- also the home of the author, and had a favorable R
. standing and large circulation in the middle states,-
... Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, etc., especially with the
. rural population. I doubt not but that others of
o7 the alumni of this university may have been influ-
... enced in their choice in the same way.

N The law firm of Hipple & Joy granted me permis-—
= sion to study in their office. Jackson Hipple,
© familiarly called Jack, the senior member, was of
- diminutive stature, weighing perhaps not to exceed
.. 110 pounds. He was, however, well liked and gener-
- ally trusted, but was quiet and somewhat diffident;
- yet when pressed by an aggressive opponent, was en-
o tirely able to protect himself and his client.
¥errick Joy, the other member, perhaps ten years
. younger than Eipple, was a large, sandy-complexioned,
handeome man, a scion of one of. the best known fam-
~1lies of that county; at that time he was also Justice
- of the Peace. Mr. Joy was alwaye tastily and almost .
meticulously dressed and was most fastidious in his man-
w~ . .. ner and intercourse with others. I soon came %o appre-
(“" | o ciate.andiadmi:e both. = Here I began reading Blackstone, and
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in conneéction with this I read also & text book especial~ B
ly applicable to Chilo, and, as I now recall it, was

-~ really a sort of guide for peace officers.

1 iearned also much about the inside workings of a
not too busy law firm; how its members met and discussed -
with cliente the different problems brought for advice

- upon., Indeed, the four months I was with them gave me

many general 1deas of how their business was transacted

"1 and some of show I believed they might improve upon it..

HaV1ng written to my brother Robert at Delavan,

.IllanlS of my intention of going to Michigan that fall

I received a letter in return, advising me that a young
man by the name of Buckman, who had just graduvated from .
the Delavan High School, had signified his intention of
going also. B0 my brother arranged that we should meet
at Ann Arbor and, if agreeable to both, room together,
which we very pleasantly and profitably did.

The law term began in October and ended the last of
March. . The matriculation fee, as I now recall it, was
¢40 and in addition to this there was an annual tultlon L

nﬂhkwhlch was remarkably low and especlally so to residents
- of Michigan. _ .

Room and board ags compared with the present time,
was unbelievably low. Board, in student clubs of from

~eight to sixteen, ranged only from one dollar to the top
. price of five dollars per week per man; the steward of
“the club getting his board for organizing and conducting

it. Rooms were equally low, averaging weekly, when two 'f"

':‘occupied a8 room together, about one dollar each. The

cheapest rooms were somewhat indifferent, but the board

o+ -was abundant and was well cooked and served. The first
.77 year, we raid 51.50 a week for board, and the second,
R 5 I 75 Practlcally everything eaten in these clubs was .
~ bought from farmers, consisting of all kinds of vegetables,

fruits,~ fresh, dried and canned,- butter, eggs, honey,

i'maple syrup, sorghum, as well as milk

I the cost of living contlnues to advance, the

,-;',‘above 1lst of prices may geenm untrue, but they are cer-
v tainly not. \ . : :

The law course was conducted entirely by lectures

'”f fand by afternoon quizges of -the seniors, vhich ‘the juniors ©

T




were permitted to attend. 'Two,judges, Gooley and

- Campbell, both of them on the Michigan Supreme bench,
+ and Mr. Kent and Mr. Wells, each a prominent member R
-+ of the Detroit Bar, comprised the law faculty. o

Fach student had free access to the University
law library and also the general library. The former

" contained thousands of text books, old and new, the

most generally used being many times duplicated, while
the English, Federal, State and Territorial Reports
made it a great reference library. All reading, how-

~ever, had to be done in the library. The result of

- this wae that many students who could afford it bought
- standard text books - such as they thought they might

later need in their law libraries - for the convenience

- of studying in their rooms.

y Buckman and I did this, and at the end had perhaps
" a score, none being duplicates, which formed the nucleus

"of our law library.

-ty

All students took notes from the lectures, and

. after each lecture, Buckman and I compared ours,,which‘ :
aided us materially in fastening the main points in each -

lecture in our minds. During the first year -~ for that,

- matter, during both years - I do not remember that there -
" wags any roll call. From this I take it that each stud-

ent who had qualified and paid the matriculation fee and

~1f{tuition.was supposed to be sufficiently interested to
= - -"make the most of his time; and, personally, I know this
. .-was s0 in most instances. :

'The‘senior year quizzes took place in the after-

- -noon, the juniors being permitted to attend, and unless
- -0 studente were present to answer when called upon at these
.7 quizzes, they had perhaps little chance of a diploma.

However loosely the course may seem to have been

then conducted, it is quite remarkable what a general L
-~ knowledge of the law any student, of . ordinary understand-
. ing and application, acquired in’ the two years if he

'-applied himself at all.

The 1ast year,; each applicant for a diploma was
called upon to argue, before a member of the faoculty, a

'"”;{,moot case - two students appointed on either side. Dur-
4. ing both years, many moot courts were organized among
~-..-. the students, the men usually grouping themselves from &

.. 10
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" partiocular state - if not the state from which they came,
- then the state to which they expected to go when their
'irpractlce ‘began.

Taking it a1l in all, I am sure that it would be

" quite impossible for a student, in a law office, %0

acquire so general a knowledge of law in the same time
as was done in this two-year course.. They might, how-
ever, get a better idea of the proper manner of conduot-

“_ ing a first-class law offloe, and other practical knowl-—
' edge. _] I : B . . . ‘
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i CHAPTER XXIV..

Near the end of the first year, I received a letter
- from my brother Harvey, who was conducting a grocery R
- store at Saybrook, Illinois, near where I had taught in . ..

" that state, advieing me that the school board of this

- same district was anxious to secure my services for the
summer term, and asking me to come directly there from

':“‘.college, which I did.

" his careful management and tactful treatment of custom-

‘“’f and helpful to every one.

. sweet child, %o an oppressive and forbidding silence,

‘Since last seeing my brother, his wife had died and .
their 1little baby daughter had been taken by its mater-
nal grandperents to ralse. He 8till occupied his foIfM=
er home,. which was partially furnished, but boarded at

...+ the village hotel, He made me very welcome and comfort- ;}fr~f
- - able while waiting to see the school board. ‘ V

He had & very prosperous and raplidly growing busi- - oo
ness, in which he was abeorbingly interested. 1 watched .- :

ers who were attracted to his store because he bought and
s0ld only for cash and therefore much lower than any of
- his competitors. With his customers, he was always
"Harvey," and with him it wae slways huncle" or "Aunt"
. So~and-~So, as everybdédy was addressed by their first
~names8. He graciously took their butter and eggs in O
. exchange for groceries - occasionally slipping a piece of .-
- candy to some fatigued and peevish child, and carefully EPEE
- gathered and kept, for the use of the many housewives who
.. came to his store, the latest receipts; and for such as
- used it, he kept a free box of smoking tobacco open to
“all. But above everything, he was cheerfully obliging

o After the store was closed at night, he was very
. lonely and homesick, for he had loved and enjoyed his-
 family; and now, to go to the cheerless rooms of his
~house, where he was wont to be met by a glad wife and

 was very. dlscouraging. It must have' been the third

”&“,'night I was with him, and the school board was to meet . . .

"f‘me the coming Saturday - bui a day or two off - o close




with me, and as we reached his rooms, he said, "Frank,

- what is the matter wilth you oclerking and etaying with’

me for this summer instead of teaching? I will pay
you a8 much as the school board, and I think it will

- be more enjoyable to both of us. !

"But, Harvey," I protested, in surprise, "I don't

" believe I can ever be able to wait upon and treat your

';',-customers ae you do, although it would certainly be

fine to be with you."

"Yes you can, after a little experience," he said

- and then proceeding, as if the matter was qulte settled _ R
- he saild, "I will notify the board and arrange to that ..

effect at once.” And so he did, and I passed one of
the most enjoyable periods of my early life that summer
with him, :

It afforded me also, opportunity to study and be-
come Familiar with the general publie in a personal and
quite intimate way, which was of much value through life.
Surprising as it may seem, in perhaps six weeks, I had

! become so familiar with prices and the location of the

goods in the store that I could quite satisfactorily

~+ walt upon my share of the customers, even on Saturdays - - - i
" - .the busiest day of each week.

Some eixty days later, my brether took a vacation

o for thirty days, going to Chicago and other points where

he bought goods, to meet his wholesale friends, and then s
went on to the East, and on his way back visited father .
and mother at Delaware. While at the latter place, he

".found I had a standing measure with the local tailor for ;‘

*‘_suits, and he selected the cloth and ordered one, pre-

'Zﬂ'senting it to me when he returned home. - The business

-~ and assoclations were B0 congenial that I almost dreaded_‘ff
“*g_to stop and leave for college again._-g-*- o : ‘
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LS LT CHAPTER XXV.. -

E The second and final year of my law course was but
-8 repetltion of the first, except that we came in for
. .senior quizzes and must also try a moot case before a
7 member of the faculty. It befell Buckman and myself
--to appear on one side of a case before Judge Cooley,
and it was our misfortune also %o lose it - not, I feel
. justified in claiming, because we were less prepared or
.. . possibly presented our side less forcefully, but because,
7. in the mind of Judge Cooley, the law was against us.

e However, after thoroughly re-examining all the

~ .. authorities, I still thought our contention was right

. .- .and should have prevailed; and, later, I submitted the
T game questlon and authorities to Judge Campbell, who a

... few days .later advised me that he thought our conten—\
~ootion wae right.

: These two men were very able and distinguished
jurists, ‘both lovers of justice, and bheyond all ques-—
 %ion of doubt rendered their decisions without preju-
- @ice or favor; and yet, upon an identical state of
facts and influenced by the same decisions, they dis-~
agreed’ as to what the judgment ought be. :

. h From this I learned that upon the application of
" law to a given statement of+facts, however learned
judges might be, they might honestly differ in their
. - deecision, and therefore no careful lawyer ought con-
. tent himself without laying before a judge, presiding
_ in any case he might be engaged in, not only such de-
- cisions as might have bearing upon it, but also urge
- every fair argument that his reason suggested. -More
© particularly is this true in nisil prius courts, where
the presiding judge often has not thé time, and some
not even the inclination, to look up and properly di—
gest decisions. , _ '

'f:'“»;u_ ~ As an incident to this closing year at Law School,
L perhaps % may be excused for referring to a somewhat

LoV -
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- flattering and unexpected offer from the Millville school -

board, where I had previously taught, They again went
to father and advised him that, because of trouble in

their school the winter previous they were gquite anxious

) de

~to engage me to teach the ensuing winter's term., . All of;,‘L'.

"this he advised me of at their requeet, and wanted to

‘know if ‘I would consider ift. Their offer was exception- o

21 in that they were willing to pay $75 per month, if
L necessary, to secure my services.

It was somewhat tempting and oertainly beyond any

l"desert my former teaching merited, but I felt I could not fh'”7

s accept i%; as, doing so, might result, as did my engage-

o . ment in this same district three years before with my
literary course, in terminating my law course also.

""" Fearing that some readers may think I attach much

. importance to the apparent success I had in teaching, I-

"wish, as a final reference to it, to say that I have re- :'“:

01ted only the plain facts; and I too, share in the
~opinion of any others who may, 1ike me, believe that
"there is nothing remarkable or particularly commendable
LT - .in it. - It shows, however, I think, that mediocrity may
“(fgg'j_~ﬂjjjj-make a fair success if backed by a purposeful determinr
L ation and fair common sense,

o 1 also made the discovery that scholars, from the
f”” ‘oldest to the youngest, were readily responsive to any .
""" ~.unflagging endeavor %o help them; and that the respect
-.0of scholars for a teacher was greatly enhanced by a be~

tried to a831st every one.

The paramOunt benefit 1 derived from teachlng wag
~ perheps a much wider knowledge and keener interest in
ordinary human beings, including myself, and the fact
oo - that I finished with fair credit gave me a future con-

;oo fidence and courage which served me well in after 1ife,

. ¢lass president and class orator. In a body so large
as the 280 that comprised the class the first year, and

ce=" L %' hour a day for five days each week, in the forenoon forT

. lectures, and occasionally an hour in the afternoon, when

Lo - penior quizzZes were held, there was little opportunity
’rg4fg§;ff{, ~for a student becoming at all generally acquainted with

T

3*373%1'7 .lief in his fairness,- that is, that he had no favorites,
7Y whether rich or poor, bright or dull, but sympathetically

S The honors of the graduating year were.chiefiy two,frf-

-gomething over 200 for the second, and which met but an SRR
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The’ - moot courts increased the more intimate rela- « =~
tionship of each student by perhaps forty, and thus the - -
students were gathered intimately only in small groups

.- and very few had such marked qualities in appearance or
. standing as t0 attract conspicuocus attention.

The result was that, in selecting men for these two
" chief class honors, things happened rather than took
- place because of merit. This may be better understood
- when I state that even my name was suggested for each of
7 these honors without my having any knowledge or intima-
7. tion that this might be done. Indeed, during the count-
" ing of the votes, when I heard my name mentioned I was
- almost speechless with consternation for fear I might,
oo w - by some unfortunate chance, be selected. Happily, how- -
e Soowel 5 ever, 1 was bub one of the four higheat in the votes for
.- 7 class orator and second in those for president, and
U000 - therefore became, ipso facto, vice-president - a position .
-~ 4n which I was never called upon for service. :

- The above remarks I beg may not be construed as o

-~ coming from a desire to exaggerate my fltness for either
of these honors, for such presumption ls entirely ground-
- .. less, and should I have been selected as class orator, I
o am quite sure I would have rejected the honor, as 1 had
.~ never prepared or delivered a set address in my life, N
- my only. experience being such as I have hereinbefore re-
- lated. | ' ‘

At the close of the senior year, with what .books I
- had bought, a graduation sult and other special demands,
Sl e o O T ran out of money and was compelled to borrow fifty P
ea oo - .- dollars from my father. One item of extra expense this
w00 o7 year was the cost of a trip to Delavan, Illinois, in ‘
~..oc. - November, to attend the funeral of brother Robert's wife,
STzl - - who suddenly passed away leaving & family of five small
cemidT cme e o ghildrens I was especially fond of her because of the
oo s gigherly interest she evinced in me during the winter
. vacation I passed in their house several years before. o
" I was advised of the sad news by telegram from my broth-, -
er, which simply said, "Flora is dead." All the weary
- way out in the train, these words rang in my ears. f
“ When I arrived I found a most pitiful sight o behold.
. The funeral was taking place and, surrounding her cof-
- fined form, were gathered her husband and 1ittle ones,~ -
"~ +the least a babe in arms, the oldest but then twelve.
. . My regret was that I could say or do nothing to comfort . - ...
-7 or lessen their grief, although I hope my presence alone . -
. gave them some solace. a Tt AR -
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In March 18768, while the ground was still thickly
covered with the winter. snow, we graduated and received

our diplomas. The ceremony was simple. The class
assembled 8t a given polnt, marched in double columns

- to the large auditorium in the main University building,

where, after an address from Judge Cooley, he gave us

our diplomas, conferring upon us the degree of Bachelor :

of Law.| And thus ended the law course of 200 fledg-

lings, who were to go forth in 1life to practice. their.
- profession. ' ' S N
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